2009 Calendar

e FRI 24TH JULY

o SWIMMING
STARTS—GRADE 2/3H,
3/4S, 3/4T

e WED 29TH JULY
AMBULANCE VISIT-
PREP

e THUR30TH JULY
POLICE VISIT-PREP

*FRI 3IST JULY
PLANET ARK TREE
PLANTING DAY

e SAT IST AUGUST
WORKING BEE

e WED I2TH AUG
RED FACES

e MON I7TH AUG
SCHOOL COUNCIL MTG

e WED I9TH AUG
FIRE EDUC-GD 6/PREP

e MON 24TH AUG
e TUES 25TH AUG

KYM LARDNER
INCURS.

e FRI 28TH AUG-
BOOKWEEK CROS-
SAGE
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Principal’s Piece by Kate Saunders (Acting Principal)

Dear Parents,

Firstly | would like to congratulate Jennie Roach-Pierson and Catherine Trethowan for the
wonderful job they have done in getting the school’s web site up and running. Those of
you who attended the launch on Tuesday evening would have been as impressed as | was.
This is a wonderful source of information for you and also for prospective parents. Al-
ready we have had a number of parents who have popped into the office to say how much

they like the site.

At the School Council meeting on Tuesday night, Anne Rae, the Regional Network Leader
for the Banyule Network briefed the School Council on the process for the selection of a
new principal for Watsonia Heights. The process is as follows:

By the end of Term 3 a five member panel, chaired by the School Council President, with
staff, School Council, and departmental representation will be set up. By the end of Term

3 they will prepare the documentation necessary for the selection process which includes
the development of the school based selection criteria (there are also five mandatory de-
partmental selection criteria).

In the Term 3 holidays the position will be advertised and the panel will complete the se-
lection process of reading applications, shortlisting, interviewing and referee checks. They
will write their report and present it to the School Council towards the end of Novem-
ber. The Schools Council’s decision about the recommended applicants then goes to the
Department of Education for ratification. The school community will know who the new
principal is by the first week of December and that person will begin work at Watsonia

Heights in term | 2010.

(continued Page 2)

Curriculum Corner—

On Monday night we launched the school’s new Webpage. Thank you to the parents and
the staff who attended.

The Webpage can be located at www.watsoniaheightsps.vic.edu.au )

The Webpage has been developed in conjunction with Sponsor-ed. Sponsor-ed is an inno-
vative web based fundraising concept that allows schools to earn income from ethical
sponsorship. The school has the authority to veto what companies advertise on the page.

Sponsors can include banks, car makers, travel companies and charities.

We are urging all students, parents and family members to add the school website as their
home page, because the more hits that are made, the more revenue is earned by the
school.

Speaking and Listening Focus — Giving a Compliment.



http://www.watsoniaheightsps.vic.edu.au

CANTEEN ROSTER
MON 27TH JULY

Bronwyn Pearce

Anne Justice
WED 29TH JULY
Leigh Walker
Catherine Fooks
FRIDAY 3IST JULY
Robyn Ruyter
Di Herman

Neisha Rushton

CANTEEN MENU
UPDATES

Iltems Deleted

Honeycomb Big M

Reminders....

Student
Independence &
Responsibilityd no
phone calls will be
made for items
forgotten/left at home
such as swimming or
interschool sport.

Student Banking is
Every Tuesday

For children in infant
grades itos
idea to have a change
of underwear in their
bag in case of an
unexpected
emergency.
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So as you can see it is a thorough and long process. Being on the panel is a big responsibil-
ity and it is a confidential process. All members of the panel are required to sign a confi-
dentiality agreement and are not allowed to discuss the process with anyone except other

panel members.
This is an exciting opportunity for Watsonia Heights to select a principal who will work
with you to take your school forward for the next 5 years.

There is lots happening here. Swimming starts on Friday. Staff are planning the wonderful
activities for the Heritage Week celebrations, culminating with a whole school excursion
to Sovereign Hill. These special days don’t just happen. They involve hours of planning and
researching and communicating. Thank you to all the staff for their commitment to creat-

ing such engaging and worthwhile learning opportunities for your children.

With kind regards,

Kate

Parents Association News Canteen Notes

Sharyn is really desperate for helpers
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. If
you are able to help out for an hour or so
please contact Sharyn on 0407 841 649
or leave a message in the office.

PA MEETING
Monday 12th August
PREP-2 DISCO

Friday 16th October New product available

Just Juice Pineapple

$1.60

Office News

Parents Hold on to your Tax Receipts EMA

Eligible parents can now claim a 50% tax re- Application for Second Semester EMA

fund on: are now due. NOTE: If you received

. Laptops/Home Computer/Printers EMA in Semester 1, you DO NOT need to
apply.

¢ Home Internet connections

a Only new students or families who have

good . . .
¢ Education Sofcware become eligible since Semester 1 need to

. Text Bookls put in an application.

R Stationary Applications CLOSE 7th August, 2009
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Special Feature Article

C

More Helpers Required

During the year all Prep — 2 students have been provided with a variety of cut fruit to eat during the English block on
Wednesday as brain food. We have been able to provide this with a grant from the Government through the ‘Go for your

life’ program.

Thank you goes to the Mum’s who are in the staffroom every Wednesday morning busily cutting and distributing the fruit
between the 5 junior classrooms. | require some more helpers between 9.00 -9.30 on a Wednesday to help, if you can

please contact the school. Rebecca Bruce

Cyber bulling in schools

Mike Lanyon, Training and Program Coordinator, Stride Foundation

Cyber bulling is when one student is targeted by another through the use of digital technology, mobile communication devices
or through the internet. The aim of this targeting may be harassment, stalking, threats or other forms of harmful behaviour.

Cyber bullying takes many forms and may involve the use of websites, mobile phones, chat rooms, email, SMS and the up-
loading of pictures or video. It could involve the sending of threatening messages, communicating false pretences, forwarding
of other students private communication, establishment of websites designed to humiliate or the posting of humiliating mes-
sages or pictures.

Like the traditional definition, cyber bullying usually involves systematic communication over a period of time. A one-off com-
munication would not usually be considered cyber bullying; an exception would be messages containing death threats or an
indication of serious intended harm.

The unseen consequences of cyber bullying is that because the intimidation or bullying action is delivered via the written word
then the target can read and therefore be affected by the same words again and again.

Out-of-school incidents

One of the most difficult areas for schools to deal with is the cyber bullying incidents or inappropriate use of technology that
occurs out of school. In the United States there have been a number of cases whereby schools have tried to intervene in out-
of-school incidents that have involved students in a private capacity. This intervention has, in these cases, resulted in lawsuits
against the school by the disciplined student. The courts to date have ruled that the schools have exceeded their authority.
While schools generally have no right to intervene in off-campus conversations it could be recommended that the school dis-
cuss with students an inclusion in the usage policy that students can be disciplined for cyber incidents off-campus if they in-
tended to have an effect on a student (in their role as a student) or they adversely affect the safety and wellbeing of student(s)
while in school.

Demonising the technology

Often borne out of frustration a common response to either specific cyber bullying incidents or the whole issue is for teachers

and parents to blame or 6demoniseb6 the technology. Facebook,
incidents than the car is for road fatalities. It is usually the irresponsibility of the driver or in the case of cyber bullying the mis-

use of the technology that causes the harm. Constant or strident criticism can alienate students or fail to address the real is-

sue of lack of peer support or a breakdown in student culture.

Trivialisation of incidents

The harm that bullying can inflict is well documented and cyber bullying is no exception. To trivialise the incidents or not take
the target seriously can compound the harm. To tell the,young
or 6it happens to everyone6 does not in any way hel pestetdmem t o



STUDENT OF THE WEEK

For week ending

NAME GRADE AWARD FOR

Adam Rowe PREP P Organisation For always bringing his belongings to school everyday

Miki Mott Prep /1S Organisation For being organised and completing her homework quickly

Fletcher Pendlebury 1/2B Organisation For being organised and finishing his work to a high standard

Jack Mahaffy 112G Organisation For his extra work at home and his wonderful effort in class

Dash Paran 2/3H Resilience For always being able to bounce back and keep trying

Tate Giller 3/4S Resilience For not giving up and always giving his best efforts

Cameron Laird 34T Resilience For his never give up attitude

Hannah Norman 5/6MC Organisation For always being an organised student

Prue LelLean 5/6W Organisation For always taking perfect care of her belongings

Stephanie Sawaya 5/60 Organisation For her excellent organisation of leading the grade during
dance practice

Armerleigh Ward 5/60 Organisation For her excellent organisation of leading the grade during
dance practice

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM

OSHC MENU

MONDAY- Cereal
TUESDAY- Vegetable Soup
WEDNESDAY- Cup Cakes

THURSDAY- Fairy Bread

FRIDAY- Dry biscuits, veggie sticks and homemade dip

ART AND CRAFT ACTIVITIES

Headless people and expressions.

Our mosaic pictures from the back wall will also be turned into a book

this week.

Please feel free to come down and have a look at any of our work at any

of our artwork that have been turned into books.

Friendly Reminder

If your child is not attending a booked session, please remember

to inform staff of your child’s absence.

This eliminates time spent looking for your child throughout the

school and potential phone calls.

Thanking you.



