
Principalõs Piece by Kate Saunders (Acting Principal) 

Working Bee ñCancelled  

Watsonia Heights Primary Linkletter  

Dear Parents, 

When I came into this school I was amazed at the car parking in the yard at 3.30 because of 
the   inherent dangers it presents for the safety of children in the school ground.  This ar-
rangement is very unusual, in fact I have never heard of parents being allowed to drive their 
cars into the school grounds. However, I was assured by everyone that the most stringent 
safety procedures were in place and that it all worked well. Unfortunately I have observed 
from the window of my office that this isnôt the case. In fact I have witnessed some very dan-
gerous driving. 

I am including the rules which I understand were the basis for allowing this parking/pick up 
to happen. We will be stringently making sure these rules are applied in future and if there 
continues to be     parents who do not comply I will be discussing the situation with the 
School Council and we may need to review the parking arrangements. My paramount con-
cern is for the safety of your children. 

These are the rules which were in place: 

Ý Parentôs / carers are only to park in the marked bays (between the sen-
ior building and oval). They are only to drive forward into the bays and 
drive forward out.  

Ý Parents / carers are to get out of their cars and collect the students 
from between the buildings (junior and senior) and then walk with their 
children to the car only  through the gap between the senior building 
and the music centre.  

Ý No one  is to go to cars via the front door, senior school breezeway or 

the canteen end of the senior building.  

Ý Parents/ students are to walk along the yellow marked path (next to the 

senior building) when going to the cars.  

Ý There is a 5km speed limit.  

Ý Students walking home should exit only via the pedestrian gates, (not 

via the visitor car park)  

I look forward to your support and co-operation in making sure that this school parking privi-
lege is respected and that we ensure the safety of your children at all times but especially at 
dismissal time 

With kind regards 

Kate 

¶ FRI 23RD OCT 

GRADE 2 SLEEPOVER 

¶ TUE 27TH OCT  

PREP TRANSITION  

¶ WED 28TH OCT 

GRADE 3/4 CAMP 

RETURN FRI 30TH 

¶ THUR 29TH OCT 

PREP BREAKFAST 

¶ MON 9TH NOV 

CONCERT                 

REHEARSAL 

¶ THUR 12TH NOV 

BOOK FAIR BEGINS 4 

DAYS ONLY ~ 

12TH,13TH,16TH & 

17TH NOV 

¶ MON 9TH NOV 

CONCERT                 

REHEARSAL 

¶ WED 11TH NOV 

SCHOOL REHEARSAL 

AT VENUE (AM) & 

SCHOOL CONCERT 

@ 7.30PM 
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The Working Bee for this weekend has been cancelled as 

there wasnôt enough volunteers.   

This will be re-scheduled for late November.                               

Date to be advised... 



There was only one insert sent out with this 

linkletter. 

ß PA (as seen on page 5 ) 

Donõt forget to check in your eldest child/s 

red folder for the PA concert raffle tickets.   

 

 

 

Please don't send your notices back     

without your payment.  When returning 

many notices at once don't put them in 

individual envelopes, its easier for us in 

the  office to return them in bulk.   

Grade 3/4 campers must finalize pay-

ments. 

 

 

Office News     Website Users  

Parents Association News  Canteen Notes  

Dates to remember for Canteen. 

Wed 11th Nov: Closed for Concert Rehearsals 

Wed 9th Dec: Last Day for Lunch Orders 

Fri 11th Dec: Mini Fete BBQ / Counter Sales recess    

      & lunch 

Mon 14th Dec: Counter Sales only recess & lunch 

Wed 16th Dec: Counter Sales only recess & lunch 

Fri  18th Dec: Closed ~last day of term. 

Canteen will resume in full on first day of term 1 

2010 

The Concert Raffle tickets were 

sent home with this weeks link 

letter.  These have been sent 

home with the eldest child in 

each family.  You can pick up 

extra books from 

the office..  Tickets 

are $1.00 each.   
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MON 26TH OCT  

¶ Bronwyn Pearce 

¶ Anne Justice 

WED 28TH OCT  

¶ Filiz Tuncel 

¶ Nikki Webster 

FRIDAY 30TH OCT  

¶ Meg Turnbull 

¶ Jasmin Burge 

¶ Jeanette Paisley 

¶ Faye Marks 

 

 

CANTEEN MENU 

UPDATES  

New Product  

Just Juice Pineapple 

Items Deleted 

Honeycomb Big M 

Remindersé.

Student                      

Independence &                                

Responsibilityðno 

phone calls will be 

made for items           

forgotten/left  at home 

such as swimming or 

interschool sport.  

Student Banking is 

Every Tuesday 

For children in infant 

grades itôs a good 

idea to have a change 

of underwear in their 

bag in case of  an 

unexpected                

emergency. 

Junior School Council  

 

 

 

National Bandanna Day - Friday 30 October 2009 

Wear a bandanna to show young people living with cancer                      

they are not alone 
Canteen is the Australian Organisation for Young People Living with Can-

cer. Watsonia Heights Primary School JSC is selling bandanas for $3 all 

next week until sold out. The bandanas sold are a symbol of the cancer   

experience for young people, the bandanna is more than just a fashion                

accessory. At the same time, the funky and youthful bandanna symbolise 

the emphasis that CanTeen places on enjoying every moment and living life 

to the full. 

http://www.canteen.org.au/homepage.asp


From 9 November 2009 there will be some changes to Victoriaõs road safety rules. These changes include 

new rules for the use of child restraints and booster seats in vehicles and will help parents and carers ensure their children are 

in the safest child restraint or booster seat for their age. 

 

The new rules for using child restraints and booster seats  
Starting 9 November 2009, children under seven years of age must wear a child restraint or booster seat when travelling in a 

car for improved safety.  

 

The type of restraint will depend on the age of the child as follows: 

¶ Children aged under six months must wear an approved, properly fastened and adjusted, rear facing child restraint 

¶ Children aged between six months and under four years  must wear an approved, properly fastened and             

adjusted, rear facing child restraint OR a forward facing child restraint with an in-built harness 

¶ Children aged between four years and under seven must wear an approved, properly fastened and adjusted, for-

ward facing child restraint with an in-built harness OR an approved booster seat which is properly positioned and fastened. 

There are also new laws for where children can sit in vehicles.  

¶ If a car has two or more rows of seats, then children under four years must not travel in the front seat 

¶ If all seats, other than the front seats, are being used by children under seven years, children aged between four and six 

years (inclusive) may travel in the front seat, provided they use an approved restraint or booster seat. 

VicRoads also recommends  
That you have restraints fitted by an approved child restraint fitter.  

To find an approved child restraint fitter in your area, visit the Restraint fitting stations page on the Vic Roads website (see 

address below). 

The road safety reasons  

On average, nearly 300 children under the age of seven are injured or killed as passengers in vehicles on Victorian roads each 

year 

¶ Parents are generally moving their children into adult seatbelts from about the age of five and a half years - research                    

suggests this is simply too early 

¶ Children up to seven years are at least four times more likely to sustain a head injury in a crash when sitting in an adult 

seatbelt only 

¶ Other research shows seating children aged four to seven years old in an appropriate booster seat reduces their risk of 

injury in a crash by almost 60 per cent, compared to if they were sitting in an adult seatbelt without a booster seat. 

What you have to do  
To comply with the new child restraint rules you:  

have to know which is the correct child restraint(s) to use 

¶ have to ensure that each child passenger is wearing a properly fitted and fastened child restraint or booster seat suitable 

for their age every time they travel in a vehicle. 

Exemptions  
Taxis will continue to be exempt from the child restraint requirements. However, parents are encouraged to use their own 

restraints in taxis where possible. When there is no suitable child restraint available a seatbelt must be worn. 

Frequently asked questions  
What can  I do if my child is too big for the restraint for their age? The new laws aim to cater for the majority of chil-

dren, however there is a provision to allow a child who is too tall or heavy for the recommended restraint to use the restraint 

in the next age category. This website has information to help you choose the right child restraint depending on the size of 

your child. 

1. What  should I look for when purchasing a child restraint? All child restraints sold in Australia must meet the             

Australian Standard AS/NZS 1754. However, independent testing has shown that some restraints provide more protection and 

are easier to use than others. When purchasing a restraint consider the following: 

¶ its suitability for the child in relation to their age, weight and height 

the size of the seat space and vehicle (where possible take your car with you to test that the restraint/booster fits). 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION REFER TO THE VIC ROADS WEBSITE: 

www.vicroads.vic.gov.au  

VIC ROADS ~ CHILD SAFETY RESTRAINTS  

ISSUE 32 Page 3 FROM NOVEMBER 9TH 2009 THERE WILL BE 

CHANGES TO CHILD RESTRAINTS  

http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home/RoadSafety/SeatbeltsChildRestraints/ChildRestraints/Restraint+Fitting+Stations.htm
http://roadrules.vicroads.vic.gov.au/5_faq_child_restraints.html


 

 

 

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK  

                                          For week ending 16th October 2009  

NAME  GRADE  AWARD  FOR 

CHLOE HOLLYOAK  PREP P Persistence   For challenging herself to learn the 200 magic words. 

TAKODA HAWKING  Prep /1S Persistence For encouraging others to persist during summer. 

CHLOE MCPHERSON  1/2 GB Persistence For working hard and trying her best. 

BAILEY BOWEN  1/2 B Persistence For his changed attitude towards class work. 

AISLINN LEAHY  2/3 H Getting Along For always being so helpful. 

SHANDELLE NORMAN 

& EMMA WALKER  

3/4 S Persistence For a tremendous effort in bat tennis all season. 

CHELSEA OWEN -SMITH 

& BRADLEY JOHNSON  

3/4 T Persistence For persisting in all tasks. 

BILLY CRELLIN  5/6 W Persistence For writing some great articles for his ôGoldõ  newspaper. 

STEPHANIE SAWAYA  5/6 O Persistence For persistence and her focus on class tasks. 

CONNOR RUSSELL  5/6 O Persistence For continuing to put 100% effort into all tasks. 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY  

Fruit & Veggie               

Platter  

Fruit & Veggie              

Platter  

Fruit & Veggie              

Platter  

Fruit & Veggie               

Platter  

Fruit & Veggie            

Platter  

Water  Water  Water  Water  Water  

Pasta  Toast  Pancakes  Dip, biscuits &          

veggie dip!  

Jelly  

General News/Information  

Parents,  if you have not yet provided staff with your date of 

birth could you please do so immediately.  It is an essential 

part of the new childcare management program. Invoices 

are ready to be collected if you have provided Kathryne 

with all relevant Centrelink information. 

We are also still looking for donations of Lego. 

Thanks!  

Menu Plan for next week 

Next Weeks Program Plan  

Halloween Activities  



A huge  thank you to the people who came along to 

the GP room last Saturday night, to fundraise for 

the school and our children.  

What a fabulous night!!                                                       

In particular, the PA would like to thank Mr Oliver 

and his wife Barbara for 

supporting the event ï I 

know Barbara was ex-

tremely pleased with her 

voucher for new shoes! 

While we were small in 

numbers, we were all 

winners on the night. 

Some won one or two prizes, some a bag full and 

the rest of us just had a great night of socializing, 

fun, laughter and even a little bit of dancing to     

finish.  

Congratulations to an ex -parent from WHPS, Sue 

Brown, who after winning nothing  from 95 prizes 

walked away with the last 

prize of the main draw ï 2 

tickets to Fleetwood Mac at 

Rod Laver Arena.  As the say-

ing goes óyouôve gotta be in it 

to win itô.. and she did! 

Congratulations go to Melissa 

OôBrien who walked away 

with a bucket full of goodies after winning the Su-

per Raffle.  Sheôs all set for her Summer entertain-

ing now.  

Also, the ólive & breathe 

the mighty Tigersô Fooks 

family, who parted with a 

fist full of cash for the 

school.  In a highly com-

petitive auction they be-

came the ecstatic owners 

of a signed Nathan Brown 

picture.  

This night was the result of a lot of hard work from 

many people however the PA would like to thank 2 

parents in particular.  

 

LOOK OUT FOR YOUR CONCERT RAFFLE TICK-

ETS COMING HOME TODAY.  ONLY $1 A TICKET. 

1st prize: an 8Gb iPod touch 

Firstly to Virginia Butters who sourced approxi-

mately 50% of the 96 prizes for the main draw ï 

what a tremendous effort!  This night was so 

successful because of her time and energy.  

Secondly to Jodie Ward -

Davies who, through her 

contacts, was able to organ-

ise 5 fabulous pieces of 

memorabilia to auction on 

the night ï thank you!  

PA would especially like to 

thank Meg Turnbull who was a fantastic coordina-

tor of the whole event, as well as the nightôs MC 

ï awesome job Meg!  

Despite our small gathering, we raised on the 

night in the vicinity of $1500.00 for resources for 

both our children and their school. This was just  

a brilliant result.PA are looking forward to a big-

ger and better event next time the Raffle Night is 

held.  

They were óshaking itô to Metro Station, dancing 

óUnder The Seaô, doing the Chicken Dance, trying 

to Freeze while grooving to Footloose and  doing 

the Limboé and still they wanted more!!!  They 

keep going longer than the Energiser Bunny!!  

Who am I talking about you wonder??  OF 

COURSEé it was the 76 fantastic grade Prep to 2 

children at the Disco last Friday.  

The children were amazing!!  

They were frocked up to Boogie -  all sparkly with 

óblingô, coloured hair spiky with gel and enough 

glo -stix to light up the MCG -  and they rocked 

the night away until 8pm  when the sun had set.  

A massive thank you to all the parents who came 

to help put this event on, itôs not hard work but 

itôs a  lot of fun.  Thank you also to Ms Saunders 

for taking the time to join in at the event.  


