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WOW – what an amazing few weeks at WHPS!! Congratulations to all of our wonderful students and community for
the fantastic performance at the concert on Wednesday evening. This night is always a great night for our whole
community. One of the few times that we come together as a school group to celebrate student performance and
achievement.
All the participating students are to be highly commended on their display of teamwork and positivity. Not to mention
the wonderful display of performing arts skills. As always, these nights (whilst amazing on the stage) take many hours
of hard work behind the scenes.
Special thanks also to Anna Hayes and Teesha Irwin for their support in this year’s concert. Their professionalism and
positivity was a real highlight for our students.
Another special mention to Mrs McIntosh and Ms, Bowden along with our amazingly dedicate ES staff team, who
committed many hours behind the scenes to make the concert so great.
I also extend a massive thank-you to all of the staff at WHPS for their hard work, dedication and commitment to our
students. We have an amazing staff team who always work together for the betterment of the students and the
school. Having worked in many schools, I can confidently assure you all that you are lucky to have such a committed
staff.
Also, a big thank-you to all of our parents and friends who came along to support the concert and helped our
costumes look so amazing. Our students really appreciate having such a wonderful audience to perform to. Your
positivity is greatly appreciated, thank-you.
Over following days, it has been wonderful to share in the concert aftermath with all the students in each classroom.
Our students have been talking, sharing, laughing and reflecting upon a great concert night.

Curriculum day 24th August
A reminder that students are not required at school on Friday 24th August as staff will be involved in a curriculum day
to focus on improving our practice.
Linkletter survey
Thank-you for the feedback via our recent survey.
We received some positive feedback, along with some constructive insights as to how we can better communicate
with our community.
In response to some of the feedback/questions:
- Our newsletter is formatted to be viewed via compass, which is not always conducive to mobile devices.
- We will make the ‘important dates’ section more prominent
- We will attempt to showcase some more information about some of the staff at WHPS
- We will avoid double information from Tony and myself
- We will keep you informed of current happenings and events
We are committed to supporting your needs and responding to your feedback as we strive to make our school the
best it can be. Therefore, whenever we ask for feedback, please provide it so we can respond.
2019
Planning for the 2019 school year is well underway. If you are planning on leaving the school next year, please let me
know as soon as possible. This will help to strategically plan for classes and programs for next year.
School Fees
Family account statements were recently sent home. These accounts are extremely important to ensure your child
doesn’t miss out on the many varied teaching and learning opportunities that are provided through the school. If you
are experiencing any difficulties in your payment plan please contact me directly so that we can organise a supportive
plan. Please be aware that if your account is in arrears of your payment plan, your child may be excluded from
upcoming events.
COMPASS - Student Attendance / Absence
At WHPS we place the utmost importance on student safety. In supporting this we are adopting the Department’s
focus on same day absence notifications.
This means that together we can account for the whereabouts of all students at all times.
We need your support. Parents are responsible for notifying the school of all absences. We ask parents to enter any
absence on their child’s Compass page. This should be done as early as possible prior to an absence from school (even
the morning of an absence).

After calling the roll each day, the school will be sending an SMS message to the parents of those students whom are
absent without explanation.
Parents are then asked to either update their Compass page to reflect the absence or contact the school immediately
if they are unaware of the absence.
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your
child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind.
In order for this system to work effectively, we need to have your most up to date contact details.
DIAMOND VALLEY VIETNAM VETERANS COMMUNITY MEMORIAL SERVICE
Thanks and well done to our school leaders who represented the school so well at the recent Vietnam Veteran’s
memorial service on Saturday. It was wonderful to have our school represented at such an important event.
Student Opinion
At WHPS we respect and highly regard our student’s opinions. We take many measures to connect with students on a
daily basis. One of these measures is the annual attitudes to school survey. This allows students in years 4, 5 and 6 to
officially complete an online survey. This survey covers all aspects of school and provides a wonderful opportunity for
students to anonymously provide some feedback to the school.
Our students have indicated that they are mostly satisfied with our school. I am passionate about striving for ongoing
improvement and this is the focus of our daily work. The following results show you the level of satisfaction.
Comparative to like schools and state performance, our students are in the highest category of satisfaction.

Special Food Day
Don’t forget to return your Special Lunch Day order form by Monday 20th August.
Success Teamwork Respect Individuality Visionary Effort!!!
Warmest regards,
Michael

Across the AP’s desk….
Concert Spectacular!
I know that Michael has written about the concert, but I could not let the opportunity go past without
congratulating our students on putting on such an amazing concert on Wednesday night. It was fantastic to see our
students shining in the bright lights and the smiles on their faces. This was another great WHPS community event
and our thanks go out to our dedicated staff and volunteers for all their hard work in ensuring the concert was such
a success.
Developing Mathematicians
Our school continued our strong association with Mathematics Expert Michael Ymer on Tuesday. Michael worked
in classrooms with our students and modelled exemplary teaching practice to our teaching teams. I know that our
students are highly engaged by these lessons and our teachers get a great professional development opportunity to
discuss high impact teaching approaches with Michael.
Father’s Day
A special day is approaching on the calendar with Father’s Day occurring on Sunday the 2nd of
September. In the lead up to this event the school will be celebrating all the great things that Dad’s
and other significant men bring to our lives. We will also be hosting a Father’s Day breakfast on
Friday the 31st of August between 8.00am and 9.00am and invite all our Dad’s to come along and
enjoy a tasty breakfast and a chat.

Footy Colours Day
Friday the August 31st is also Footy Colours Day. This is a great opportunity to don your favourite team’s colours
and fly the flag. This is a fun event and raises awareness and much needed funds in the fight against cancer. We ask
students dressing in their team colours to bring along a gold coin donation. I look forward to seeing a sea of yellow
and brown at school on this day!
Anxiety Seminar
Last Tuesday the school hosted a seminar for ‘Parents of Children Who Worry Too Much’. This was presented by
Drummond Street Services and was followed by a presentation from Shine Bright Psychologist Rebecca Thomas.
This talk was well attended and it was great to see so many of our parents take up the opportunity to listen to the
speakers and discuss anxiety concerns that affect our children. Our thanks also go out to Miss Clarke for
coordinating this event.
Hearing Assessments:
When concerns are raised about the learning progress of a student and the possibility of a learning difficulty, our
first suggestion is often around having the student’s eyesight and hearing assessed to eliminate any physiological
reasons for a student struggling. Recently I’ve had a notification come my way that La Trobe University is offering
free hearing tests for students. These tests are conducted by 4th Year, Master of Clinical Audiology students under
the supervision of a qualified audiologist. Participating families will be provided with a report at the end of the
testing process. Details for those parents interested in accessing this service are attached to this newsletter.
Special Staff Lunch:
Our staff were treated to a yummy lunch last Wednesday courtesy of a couple of our parents. There certainly were
a number of ooh’s and ah’s coming out of the contented staff as they tucked into a range of beautiful homemade
soups and crusty bread. Our sincere thanks go out to Sharon Hutchinson and Caroline Illingworth for providing such
a great feast for our hard working staff. Following the concert, our staff were also treated to a Lemon Tart courtesy
of Naomi Williams and her family. These kind gestures are certainly appreciated by our staff and are great
recognition for all the hard work they put in. If this generosity continues the next lunchtime club may need to be a
staff fitness boot camp!
National Support Staff Week:
This week is National Support Staff Week. Our school is very lucky to have such a wonderful ES team whom work
tirelessly to support our students and staff to deliver terrific outcomes for our students. Whilst it is important for us
to consistently show our appreciation for all they do, this week provides a great opportunity to shine a light on
their important work and our appreciation. Our ES team perform a variety of functions in our school.

Our classroom aides develop strong relationships and rapport with our students and are viewed by our students as
highly trusted adults in the school who support students academically, socially and emotionally. In addition to
supporting students and teachers with the learning in classrooms, our aides are often involved in delivering support
programs and running lunchtime clubs to ensure we can deliver many value added opportunities for our students
and equip them with life skills.
Our office and administration staff deliver vital functions within the school and are often the first port of call for our
parent community when communicating with the school. Our office staff perform a wide variety of tasks within the
school and are often juggling many tasks at the same time. They also manage to do this with a cheery disposition
and form positive relationships with our students, families and the wider community. Members of our Educational
Support team also deliver other important programs within our school, such as Library and Canteen. Both of these
areas are highly valued by our community and enrich our students’ enjoyment of school life.
Please take the opportunity in your dealings with our ES team, not only this week but in those ahead, to thank
them for their support, commitment and dedication to your children and our school.

Our wonderful ES Staff enjoying the
morning tea: Kylie, Kathryne, Izzy, Kaye,
Armerleigh and Bev.
With Jacqui, Debbie, Kate, Leah and Effie
absent.
Student illness: – hygiene and washing
hands
The school has received reports of a
number of students that have been struck down with a virus over the past week or so. It is a timely reminder of the
importance of observing good personal hygiene in an attempt to avoid the spread of germs. The better health
channel website suggests: “one of the most effective ways we have to protect ourselves and others from illness is
good personal hygiene. This means washing your hands, especially, but also your body. It means being careful not
to cough or sneeze on others, cleaning things that you touch if you are unwell and putting items such as tissues
(that may have germs) into a bin“. Our teachers discuss these behaviours with our students, however please
consider this a good time to remind your children of what they can do to avoid infection and maintain their health.
Prep Experts
Finally, congratulations to our prep students for celebrating the important milestone of 100 days at school last
week. It was great to see them and their teachers dressed in old-fashioned clothes for the occasion and engaging in
lots of fun activities around the number 100. Our preps have made a very settled and positive start to their
education and we loved adding them to our WHPS team! They have taken to school like ‘old hands’.
Junior School Council
As part of our student leadership program we have recently undergone our Semester 2 selection process for JSC.
This is a wonderful leadership opportunity for these students who meet regularly to discuss our school. The
following students were selected by their peers:
Layla D, Noah L, Ruby H, Julia C, Grace G, Amy C, Yolotl D, Joanna D, Ivy A, Asha D, Alice G, Archie R, Charlie I, Abby
H, Lachy T, Ava N, Saoirse D, Zeki G, Ally L, Liam G, Charlie R, Findlay B.

Have a great weekend,
Tony

District Athletics Thursday 30th August
Hi 3-6 parents,
For those students involved in district athletics, students have received an information pack in regards to:
·
Events they are involved in
·
Information about the day
·
Training schedule for some practice
I will adding more sessions so stay tuned on compass. Could I please ask that permission gets filled in on compass for these
students as soon as possible. If you need a hard copy of the permission note please let me know and I will print one out for your
child.
Please also take note of the early departure time – buses will be leaving at 8:45am on this day so please ensure that your
son/daughter is at school at this time so that they can jump on the bus with the team.
Looking forward to this in a few weeks!
Thank you Kindly,
Amanda Macellari
Physical Education Teacher

On Saturday 11th August some of our 5/6 leaders represented our school
at the Diamond Valley Vietnam Veterans Memorial Service held in
Greensborough.
We learnt about the sacrifices made by young Australian’s and the large
involvement Australia had in the Vietnam War. The band from Viewbank
College performed ‘I was only 19’, which really highlighted the
significance of mateship and loss.
Thank you Jordyn Webster, Cooper McCallum, Ella DeBeer, Tanesha
Lovett and Oscar Skidmore, for representing our school.

th

On Tuesday 14 August we were lucky to have Michael Ymer (Maths Superstar) modelling a
maths lesson for us. It was not only great PD for the 1/2 teachers but a fantastic learning
opportunity for the students. Each 1/2 teacher then went back into their own rooms and taught the
lesson that Michael had demonstrated. The students were incredibly engaged and enjoyed the
‘authentic’ lesson that Michael had explicitly taught us.

Our Reading focus for the term is on students improving their fluency by reading aloud. It would
be great if you could encourage and support your child to practise reading fluently at home. We
are also focusing on recording our ‘wonderings’ and things we have ‘noticed’ whilst we are
reading.
In Writing, we have been learning how to write and follow procedures. The students worked in
teams and made up their own marble game. They then wrote a procedure for other students to
follow. We also had fun following a procedure on ‘how to draw a bunny’ and how to make a fox
mask.

Discovery Learning has been fun! We have
been programming the Bee Bots using
language such as left, right, forwards,
backwards and pause.

Lots more learning to come...

The 1/2 team
Georgia Barnes, Jenny Humberstone, Mary Stanton, Shanai Bowden, Phil Hannon and Maddy
Creasey

Hello wonderful WHPS families! I hope you enjoy reading our Book Week Bonanza edition and please don’t hesitate
to contact me on radcliffe.kathryne.k@edumail.vic.gov.au if you have any questions.
Book Week is here 20th to 24th August!!!!
This years Book Week theme is Find your Treasure and to get the weeks celebrations started we invite all WHPS
families to join us for a Library Tressure Hunt during our Library Open Afternoon next Monday 20th of August from
3.30 – 5pm.
There will be $20 Schoolastic Bookclub voucher for the first family to find all the lost books that are hiding around
the school and also spot prizes galore along the way.
Everyone is welcome!!! So bring the whole family (including your next-door neighbours and school crossing
supervisors) and join in the fun.
Book Week Incursion – Meerkat Productions present BOY by Phil Cummings
Today our students thoroughly enjoyed the wonderful live show of Phil Cummings very touching picture storybook
Boy presented by Meerkat Productions.
Each class shared the picture storybook of BOY in our Library classes this week and it was fantastic to see the story
come to life during the performance. We have several copies for BOY available in the Library so please come past
and read this beautifully touching story when you have time.

Ava Mc – I loved how funny it was and I also liked the great messages from the story.
Lily D – I liked how the audience got to play some of the roles.
Miguel N – I loved that it made me laugh a lot!
Bianca M – I loved it when the actors were giving us the message about communicating instead of fighting.
Natalie P – I loved the Kings name! King Shufflebottom J

We can’t wait to see your amazing costumes!!!
nd
There is only 5 sleeps to go until our Book Week Dress-Up Day next Wednesday 22 of August and I hope you have all had fun
making your book characters come to life. We can’t wait to see how wonderful everyone looks.
Our loved ones are invited to join us for our GIGANTIC book week parade from 9.10 – 10am in the outdoor assembly area if the
weather permits. Here are a few standouts from last year’s parade and they still bring a big smile to my face.

Celebrating Roald Dahl Day – Thursday 13th of September
Wednesday 13th of September is one our favourite days of the whole year in the Library as it allows us to celebrate
one of the most amazing children’s authors of all time.
This year we will celebrate the day with lunchtime Roald Dahl trivia and we cant wait to see who is our most
knowledgeable Dahlistorian. The winner will receive a $20 Scholastic Bookclub voucher and all students will receive
a Roald Dahl Party Pack.

Great Book Swap, Indigenous Literacy Day Fundraiser
On Wednesday 5th September we will hold our 3rd annual Great Book Swap to raise money for the Indigenous
Literacy Foundation (ILF). Library Captains and Library Club members from each year level will join forces to help
make it an Indigenous Literacy Day (ILD) to remember. The Great Book Swap will be held in the Library at lunchtime
and, for a Gold Coin Donation $$$$, is available to all students who would like to swap their unwanted books for
something new to read.
We will also have a jellybean jar guessing competition running from Monday 3rd to Friday 7th September which is
also a gold coin donation.
All monies raised will help the ILF work towards improving literacy levels and opportunities for Indigenous children
living in some of the most remote and isolated parts of our country.

Chess Club Awards
Congratulations to our Term 2 Chess Champions who along with all our Chess Club members showed great
sportsmanship and enthusiasm throughout Term 2.
Our Chess Club champions for Term 2 were:
Nathan S who was awarded Most Improved Player
Josh D who took out 3rd place
Archie B who took out 2nd place and
Matthias F who was crowed in 1st place.

Spreading the My Dreaming Story
I received a lovely phone call from Fiona the Kindergarten teacher at East Ivanhoe Early Learning Centre, asking
where she could buy copies of our wonderful My Dreaming student anthology. Fiona explained that she had
borrowed My Dreaming from the Ivanhoe Library and had shared the stories with her students, who had loved
them.
To receive such positive feedback from the community about the quality of our students work was a great testament
to the hard work they put in to creating their stories and artworks.
We thought this was a great opportunity to share the impact that their work has had on the greater community. On
Friday 10th of August, six of our My Dreaming Authors, Cooper, Bianca, Saiorse, Ori, Ava, Leo and myself, went down
to deliver the copies and spend time sharing their stories and helping the students create some artwork of their
own. It was a wonderful experience that provided a real world audience for our students.

August

Friday 17th – Meerkat Productions Book Week Performance of BOY by Phil Cummings
Monday 20th – 24th – Book Week 
Monday 20th - Book Week Treasure Hunt 3:30 – 5pm in the Library - Will you find any treasure?
Wednesday 22nd – Book Week Dress-Up – 9:10 -10am Parade in our Assembly Area
Wednesday 22nd – Canteen Special Food Day
Friday 24th – Curriculum Day – No School Today
Tuesday 28th – 2019 Prep Play Date
Wednesday 29th – Science Fair
Thursday 30th – District Athletics Day – Meadowglen Athletics Track Epping
Friday 31st – Father’s Day Breakfast 8am – 9am GP Room
Friday 31st – Footy Colours Day

September

Wednesday 5th – The Great Book Swap – Supporting Indigenous Literacy Day – Library @lunchtime
Thursday 13th – Roald Dahl Day Trivia Contest – Library Lunchtime
Thursday 13th – Pioneers Nights
Wednesday 19th – Hazel Edwards visits WHPS
Wednesday 19th – Canteen Special Food Day
Friday 21st – Last Day of Term 1:30pm Early Finish

th

WHPS Trivia Night – Saturday 27 October
Calling all Trivia buffs! Do you have what it takes to beat a table full of WHPS
Staff???
th
Join us on Saturday 27 October from 7 – 11pm in our GP Room for a
fantasisc night that always guarantees a few laughs.
This is our major fundrasing event for the year with a GIANT Silent Auction
and a HUGE Wine raffle also up for grabs.
All monies rasied will go towards our new playground space.
rd
Tickets are $25 each and go on sale on Monday 3 of September. You can purchase individual tickets and we’ll find you a great team
OR you can put together your own team of 10! Please note that this is a adults only event.
Father’s Day breakfast!
st
Friday 31 August from 8am – 9am we will be celebrating the significant men in your children’s lives. This could be any significant
people in your world. Neighbours, uncles, grandfathers, Dads etc...
We wil be providing yummy bacon and egg breakfast rolls!
Don’t forget it’s also Footy colours day so dress accordingly. There will
be a few footys flying around if you wanted to have a kick together
before school!!
Amazing Concert Raffle Winner
Thankyou to all our families for supporting our Amazing Concert Raffle.
Congratulations to our lucky winners:
1st Prize - The Rank Family
2nd Prize – The Dunnell Family
3rd Prize – The Illingworth Family
All monies rasied will go towards our new playground space.

Please email us at:
communitylinks.whps@gmail.com to find out
more about up-coming
WHPS events or to register your interest to lend a
helping hand around our school.

WHPS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

For Week Ending 3rd August 2018
Jasmine

PM

For working hard to identify odd and even numbers by looking for groups of two. Well done!

Ben

PC

For a fantastic piece of writing about Miss Nasty Pasty teaching our grade yesterday! Well done Ben!

Leo

PG

Maddalyn

1B

For joining in with all the activities of Olden Day School and then writing about what was the same and what
was different. Well Done Leo.
For settling in to Watsonia Heights Primary School so well. I’m so proud of you Maddy!

Roda

1/2B

For being a 1/2B superstar. You have such a great attitude towards your learning and are always working hard.

Charlie

1/2H For having a consistently positive attitude in dance rehearsal and in all aspects of his learning, you are a
fabulous student!
1/2C For her amazing procedural writing about her marbles game. Well done Orita!

Orita
Darcie
Ava

3/4M For always sharing her fantastic ideas and opinions in class discussion and providing her classmates with
constructive feedback. Keep up the great work Darcie!
5R
For always being ready to learn and put in her best effort. You are a very diligent student!

Rohan

5/6E

Cooper

5/6M For the interest you showed during the excursion to Sovereign Hill.

Casey
(5R)

PE

For his positive attitude during the excursion to Sovereign Hill.You held our school values to a high standard!

For her amazing effort at the athletics day and for all the effort she puts into PE

WHPS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

For Week Ending 10th August 2018
Sebastiano

PM

For his informative writing about tigers AND for always putting in 100% effort while practising
our concert dance. Dab-tastic!

Edie

PC

Monica

PG

For working hard to calculate exactly how much money we needed to buy what was on our shopping list.
Well done Edie!
For learning the first 100 words and improving your reading. Well Done Monica!

Alvin

1B

For coming up with lots of different creative ways to make $1. Keep up the great work Alvin!

Sabrina

1/2B

Zach

1/2H

For working hard to uplevel your writing. You are always challenging yourself about ways you can engage
the reader. You are a 1/2B star!
For his patience and respect with his peers and always challenging himself during Maths!

Kyal
Lucas
Maurice

1/2HS

Brodie

3/4M

For his amazing effort writing a journal from the perspective of an early European settler. Keep up the
great work Brodie.

Axel

5/6E

For the improved attitude and dedicated he is showing towards school each day.

Audrey 5R

Mandarin For always taking the initiative to broaden her knowledge and understanding, and modelling exemplary
effort and behaviour. You have done a brilliant job of settling into learning Mandarin this year! Simply
fantastic!

1/2C

For using expression in his voice and re-reading when necessary.
For being a helpful and kind class member.
For being a caring, respectful and helpful member of the class. Well done Maurice!

