24th May 2019, Issue 9

LINK
LETTER

IMPORTANT DATES
MAY
FRI 24TH MAY
ISS
AWAY VS WATSONIA
MON 27TH MAY
CURRICULUM DAY
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK
27 MAY TO 3 JUNE
HTTPS://WWW.RECONCILIATION.ORG.
AU/
FRI 31ST MAY
ISS
HOME VS BUNDOORA

JUNE
61 HENRY STREET,
GREENSBOROUGH 3088
(03) 94354617
WWW.WATSONIAHEIGHTSPS.VIC.EDU.AU
EMAIL-WATSONIA.HEIGHTS.PS@EDUMAIL.VIC.GOV.AU

Michael Kent - PRINCIPAL
Hi everyone and welcome to this week’s newsletter.
It certainly has been a busy time around school recently. Our students have
continued to amaze with their efforts and achievements.
Curriculum Day
Please be reminded of the curriculum day on Monday 27th May. Students are
not required at school on this day.
Staff will be focusing on wellbeing for the day.
We will be developing our knowledge and curriculum programming of the
‘Respectful Relationships’ initiative which forms the centre of our school
wellbeing program. We will also updating our first aid qualifications for the
whole staff team.
JSC – Free dress day
Thanks to the Junior School Council for their co-ordinated effort with the free
dress day this week. All the money raised will go towards the regeneration of
our student toilets.

WED 5TH JUNE
DIVISION CROSS COUNTRY
FRI 7TH JUNE
ISS
HOME VS WATSONIA NORTH
MON 10TH JUNE
QUEENS BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY
NO SCHOOL TODAY
WED 12TH JUNE & THU 13TH JUNE
PREP HABITAT FUNDRAISING GALA
FRI 14TH JUNE
ISS
AWAY VS GREENSBOROUGH
FRI 14TH JUNE
SCHOOL DISCO IN OUR GP ROOM
PREP - 3:45 - 4:45PM
GR 1/2

5 - 6:15PM

GR 3 - 6 6:30 - 8PM
FRI 21ST JUNE
ISS FINALS
FRI 28TH JUNE
LAST DAY OF TERM 2
1:30PM FINISH

JULY
MON 15TH JULY
FIRST DAY OF TERM 3
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Thank you from the JSC
The Junior School Council would like to thank everyone for their massive efforts and participation in the W.H.P.S free dress day
held on Wednesday the 22nd of May. We are very lucky to say that we raised a massive $425.10 to go towards improving and
upgrading our toilet blocks. There were some really creative and colourful outfits on the day, with a special mention to Miss
Massa and Miss Clark for their fabulous outfits dressed as students of W.H.P.S and also to Harry Prior for dressing as an
amazing fairy princess!
We are really looking forward to our new toilet blocks and again would like to thank everyone in our community for their support.
Ava McCallum, Chelsea Brown and the JSC Representatives
Student voice
It has been great to continue meeting with our students leaders over recent weeks. These meetings will continue in an ongoing
way at the voices of our students are so vitally important to the culture of our school.
Recently the Junior School Council leaders came to meet with me and discuss our school and share some areas that are
valued and also others identified for improvement. The student toilets was raised a as high priority for improvement.
The students then shared their plans to meet with out School Council to share their vision. Part of this vision was to involve the
whole school community in helping to raise some funds to help support this upgrade.
The results of this have been fantastic. School Council has agreed to support their cause and fund the improvements.
Our students leaders Heidi, Eysha, Cooper and Harry also presented to School Council. This was a fantastic opportunity to hear
about their roles and also their ideas about leadership and school improvement.
National simultaneous storytime
This week the school came together to share in the National simultaneous story time. This was an opportunity for students
across the country to unite in sharing in the same story at the same time!
A huge congratulations to our Library Captains Kristi, Ashanti and Liam for their amazing efforts in reading ‘Alpacas with
Maracas’(with sound effects and all!) to the whole school!! This story was written and illustrated by Matt Cosgrove.
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually by the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA). Every
year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, schools,
pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and many other places around the country. Now in its 19th successful
year, it is a colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian children's
book that explores age-appropriate themes, and addresses key learning areas of the National Curriculum for Foundation to
Year 6.
By facilitating NSS we aim to:
·
promote the value of reading and literacy,
·
promote the value and fun of books,
·
promote an Australian writer and publisher,
·
promote storytime activities in public libraries and communities around the country
Hopefully you can discuss and share in some great stories with your children over the weekend!
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Volunteers
To all the volunteers whom help out each and every day at our school we say a HUGE thank-you. There are so many ways that
the friends and families of WHPS support our great school and students.
Please know jut how much we appreciate all that you do to help! We are very lucky to have you!!

2020 enrolment
A reminder for any parents whom are yet to enroll their children for 2020, please do so as soon as possible as places are filling
fast and planning for next year has commenced.
WHPS is a school of choice within the local area. Please let us know if you are intending to enroll.
Mindful May
Our focus on mindfulness has continued this week through our regular clubs and classroom activities. The benefits of being
mindful and developing mindful practices are well researched and wide stretching in their impact.
This week we welcomed a guest mindful expert to share in teaching groups of students and also sharing a mindful song with
the whole school in a shared mindfulness activity.
Why not practice some of this at home….the benefits are there for all to acces

Book Fair
Thanks to everyone whom accessed and shared in the Book Fair this week. Thanks also to Kylie, Izzy, Kathryne, Aleesha
Williams (past student) and School Captains Eisha, Heidi and Cooper for their help and support in running and coordinating this
for our students and families.
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NAPLAN
Congratulations to the students in year and 3 & 5 for their attitude and positive
approach to the recent NAPLAN tests. These tests are nationwide and provide
an insight into student performance under strict testing conditions on one
particular day. These tests can sometimes come with some level of anxiety and
trepidation. Whilst we analyse the results of these tests to help build a picture of
students in differing testing scenarios, we are very much aware that student
learning evolves in varied ways for all students. These tests are not the only
reflection of learning or performance. At WHPS we maintain a focus on holistic
learning that represents the progress of the whole child over time. We offer a
breadth and depth of curriculum that is not represented in the NAPLAN tests
and we are constantly assessing student performance in a range of settings
and curriculum areas.
Reconciliation week
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and
achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.
The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates commemorate two significant milestones in the
reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court Mabo decision respectively.
Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating a nation strengthened
by respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) runs annually from 27 May – 3 June.
Reconciliation Australia has announced that the theme of the 2019 National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is Grounded in Truth:
Walk Together with Courage.
Announcing the theme today Reconciliation Australia’s Chief Executive Officer, Karen Mundine, said that trust and truth is the
basis for all strong, equitable relationships.
“Reconciliation is ultimately about relationships and like all effective relationships the one between Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people and other Australians must be grounded in truth,” she said. “There can be no trust without an honest, open
conversation about our history.”
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au
Library Fund
A reminder to all of our friends and families of WHPS that we have an established Library Fund that allows for tax deductible
donations. This provides an opportunity to make direct donations to our school library. All funds provide direct support to our
school and students and also allows for tax benefits for every deposit.
Please contact the office if this is of support to you and our school.
Warm regards,
Michael
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Across The AP's Desk...
Tony Ryan - Assistant Principal
It’s been another busy week at school with lots of activities going on. Our congratulations go out to our year 3 & 5 students who
completed their NAPLAN testing last week. As a school we try to take a balanced approach to these tests. We see them as a
valuable form of evidence of student performance, but acknowledge that they are only one piece of evidence in a suite of
assessment and observations that our teachers gather across the whole school year. The students and teachers should be
proud of their preparation and sensible approach to these assessments.
Safety First:
The safety of our students and the community is always our first and highest priority at WHPS. With that in mind on Wednesday
afternoon we held an emergency evacuation drill to ensure all our students, staff and visitors to the school are aware of how to
appropriately respond in the unlikely event of a real emergency. I was very proud of the mature manner in which our students
participated, listened carefully to the instructions of their teachers and assembled quickly and calmly on the school oval. Our
prep students deserve extra congratulations for participating in their first evacuation procedure!
Free Dress:
Our students enjoyed a free dress day on Wednesday this week. The initiative was driven by our junior school council as a
fundraiser towards some facilities upgrades they would like to see take place in the school, particularly around upgrading the
student toilets. Our school works with our students to promote student voice and It's fantastic that our students have the
confidence and opportunity to express their opinions on aspects of our school environment that can be improved. Our facility
upgrades are for the benefit of our students and we need their help to ensure our school environment is looked after and WHPS
is a school they are proud of. For this reason I think it's great that they are taking some ownership and leadership over this
process and improving their school environment.
Educational Stars:
Last Wednesday was International Educational Support Personnel Day. Our school is very lucky to have such an amazing and
dedicated ES team that go above and beyond to support our students and the whole WHPS community every day! Often when
you talk to graduating students about the adults at school that they have the fondest memories of, they will mention our ES staff
and how supportive they are. On behalf of our students and the wider school community, I thank our ES team for their
substantial contribution to our school and encourage other members of the community to do the same when you see them.

Colour Run Prizes:
Our students have been very excited to receive their prizes this
week for their fundraising efforts as part of our Colour Run
event at the end of last term. It’s nice that the school can give
something back to them as a thank you for their fantastic
fundraising efforts. Our thanks also go out to Donna Leibowitz
and Miss Macellari for coordinating this process.

District Cross-Country:
On Monday we had approximately 60 of our year 3-6 students attend the Watsonia District Cross Country Event. These
students did a great job representing our school and performed strongly with our school finishing in third place across the
district. Our thanks go out to Miss Macellari, Mr Hannon and Kylie for supporting our students on the day. We also had 12
students perform really strongly to qualify for the divisional level of cross-country on Wednesday the 5thJune. We wish them
all the best for the next level.
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Across The AP's Desk...

Wellbeing Balance:
We have a strong focus at our school on educating the whole child. This means that our responsibility extends past academic
progress to the care of students social, emotional and mental wellbeing. So when I came across the following information on
the 'be you' website, it resinated with me about our wellbeing approach and the pillars of health that we try to educate our
students about and expose them to. I thought it was worth sharing with the community and I encourage you to explore all the
resources available on this website.
Wellbeing is about balance in all aspects in life
It encompasses the health of the whole person – physical, mental, social and emotional. A person’s wellbeing can change
moment to moment, day to day, month to month and year to year. It can be influenced by what’s happening in a specific
moment and the actions that people take.
As with positive mental health, wellbeing is most likely to flourish in a supportive and inclusive environment – a safe place
where diversity is acknowledged, respected and seen as adding to the vibrancy and strength of the entire community.
Mindfulness: mindfulness help you focus on the present time.
Nutrition and mental health: good nutrition can promote brain development, mental health and wellbeing.
Using technology: children and young people are increasingly using online mental health sites as a first port of call for mental
health support.
Building children's confidence: feeling confident helps children do well in all aspects of their life, both now and into the future.
Decision-making skills: children and young people gradually learn skills for making good decisions, now and into the future.
Physical activity: there are many positive links between physical activity and mental wellbeing.
Play: play helps children understand the world and practice for the future.
Self-management: self-management is a key developmental skills linked to mental health, resilience and capacity to cope.
Resilience: children and young people need resilience. It's important in managing stress and supporting their mental health.
https://beyou.edu.au
Have a great weekend,
Tony
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WHPS Student of the Week!
Week Ending Friday 10th May

PB - Bailey - For always being kind and respectful to everyone and for always trying his best in all areas of his learning.
PI - Cadence - For demonstrating kind, caring and supportive behaviours towards her peers and teachers. She is a positive role model
in Prep I. Well done!
PM - Aliki - For focusing and putting in so much effort to sound out words in her writing. Well done Aliki!
PN - Ali - For just being an absolute superstar this term. I am so proud of your improvement in every single area Ali. Well done!
1D - April - For her exciting narrative that used lots of wow words. April you are such a resilient and focused student, I am so proud!
1M - Tom - For persevering when writing to produce an information report
1/2BT - Benji - For a terrific start at Watsonia Heights! You have been working so well in class and we love having you in 1/2BT. Keep
up the great work Benji!
2EL - Max - For is fabulous video on his holiday. We loved the detail with the matching music and clips! Great effort!
2G - Jasmine - For setting a goal of achieving 7 levels progress in spelling by the end of Semester 1 and achieving the goal already!
Great individual learning!
2T - Caleb - For doing such a fantastic job on his big write! You were focused and did a fantastic job creating an interesting story! Well
Done!
3/4A - Charlie - For showing strive with his reading and challenging himself to read a variety of texts. Your reading is improving so
quickly, keep it up superstar!
3/4B - Tom - For your outstanding writing. It’s great to see you expanding on your ideas and editing your writing to make
improvements. Keep it up!
3/4M - Alannah - For putting in so much effort and detail into her writing. I was so impressed with your 4 pages in your big write. Keep
it up legend!
3/4D - Annabel - For making a great start to life at W.H.P.S and showing the STRIVE values.
5/6R - Callum - For your great job editing and uplevelling you writing. You did a great job!
5/6C - Matilda - For always having a positive attitude and putting in 100% effort with all tasks. Your dedication to your learning is to be
admired. Keep it up Matilda!
5/6H - Casey - For planning, writing, editing and publishing a very creative persuasive text on “Why you should adopt a dog”. Great
work, I was certainly convinced!
5/6M - Lily - For her excellent effort in producing a highly imaginative narrative about The Gift for our Cold Write this week. It was
magical!
Library - Kayla and Maggie (5/6M) - For creating a wonderful book about our turtle Bunji. Well done girls and we love it!
Mandarin - Amy (2EL) - For effectively sharing some of the knowledge and understanding that she has built over the past few years of
learning Mandarin. You are a great learner and communicator! Well done, Amy!
Teacher of the Week - Kathryne
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WHPS Student of the Week!
Week Ending Friday 17th May

PB - Indie - For doing a great job when writing her first narrative about ‘The Gift’ and experimenting with exclamation marks! I am so
proud of how far you have come in your writing.
PI - Isabella - For jumping into the learning pit and putting 100% effort into her first narrative piece, ‘the gift.’ Great job!
PM - Summer - For “driving through the sounds” when sounding out words. Your hard work is paying off Summer!
PN - Ellie - For being brave and trusting herself when recording sounds in her writing. What a great effort Ellie!
1D -Natalie - For being such a kind, helpful and respectful classmate. You are such a great role model for your peers and I am so proud
of you!
1M - Jenaya - For being brave this week and demonstrating resilience.
1/2BT - Siena - For always striving to improve in everything that she does. Her work ethic is to be admired. Well done on an incredible
year that you are having.
2EL - Holly - For her perseverance when jumping in the ‘Learning Pit’ during Maths. Keep up the great work Holly!
2G - Alvin - For being a great role model of our value of Respect. You always give me 5 on the mat and are always on task. Well done!
2T - Isabella - For Being such a kind and caring friend. You offered to play with someone in our year who couldn’t find their friends. We
are lucky to have you in 2T!
3/4A - Cooper - For jumping into the learning pit and seeing it as an opportunity for growth. I’m so proud of you and your positive
attitude, you now make division look easy. Keep it up superstar!
3/4B - Thomas - For the effort you have been putting into your writing. It’s wonderful to see your use of punctuation improve. Keep it up!
3/4M - Storm - For your positive attitude and dedication to all areas of your learning. Your effort and persistence is fantastic to see. You’re
a great role model for your peers.
3/4D - Rory- For your excellent research skills, preparation and presentation to the class about everything you learnt. Well done!
5/6R - Kristi - For Consistently demonstrating our STRIVE values. You are an amazing kid to have in our class.
5/6C - All of the amazing grade 5’s - For having such a positive attitude towards NAPLAN. I am so proud to be your teacher, you all did
such a great job. Well done superstars!
5/6M - Ryder - For his excellent effort and persistence in Maths this week and challenging himself when working out division problems.
Great work Ryder!
5/6H - Charli - for always jumping in the Learning Pit during maths lessons and having great determination to solve problems! Your
division work was amazing this week!
Mandarin - Sebastiano (1D)- for the effort he puts into his learning in every single Mandarin lesson. He is a wonderful role model for his
peers. Fantastic work Sebastiano!
Teacher or the Week - Miss Irene
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Term 1 Chess Club Champions

Congratulations to our Term 1 Chess Club champions
Kristian (1st Place), Josh and Liam (joint 2nd place)
and William (most improved) who took out the
converted Chess Club trophies this term.
Please contact the Library on
radcliffe.kathryne.k@edumail.vic.gov.au if you
would like to know more about Chess Club enrolment
for Term 3.

Knitting Club News

Knitting Club is at it again and we are creating lovely warm
blankets for the wonderful charity 300 blankets.
We meet every Thursday lunchtime in the Library and we
create squares of TLC which will magically be turned into
woollen blankets.
Congratulations to Kate who completed her first square after
only beginning her knitting journey at the end of term 1.
Please join us for a knit and a chat if you are free and the
more the merrier.

My Dreaming Authors visit to Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School Eltham

On Friday 17th May we were invited to Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School Eltham to chat about our experiences
during the creation of our wonderful book My Dreaming.
Eleanor, Isaac, Heidi and Holly chatted with the grade 3/4 students and teachers about the inspirations behind their short
stories and art works as part of the 200 page anthology.
We also discussed the My Dreaming journey from 1st draft to publication and all the hard work in between.
My Dreaming is available for purchase from the Office
and at only $30 is a beautiful gift or addition to any home Library.
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Preps at the Zoo!
On Tuesday May 21st the Preps had their very first excursion. They went to Melbournne Zoo. This was to
support their exploration of sustainability and biodiversity for this terms Inquiry Unit. The Prep students
learnt a lot of new and interesting things about animal habitats and returned to school very inspired.
The Preps were wonderfully behaved and made their teachers so proud!
Thank you to the parents who accompanied us on the day. We absoloutley could not have done it without
you!
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Preps at the Zoo!

Prep Habitat Gala
To support our Inquiry unit on Sustainability, the children have researched animal
habitats and biodiversity. After visiting the Melbourne Zoo and exploring our own school
grounds, the children are keen to provide more potential habitats to wildlife by upgrading
some of our native gardens. They have been researching living things and what they
need to survive. In the coming weeks, they will be designing and creating model habitats
for an animal of their choice. They will utilise their models to design and upgrade the
garden areas around the Prep building.
On Wednesday the 12th of June and Thursday the 13th of June, we will be showcasing
their habitats in the Prep Building hallway, before and after school. With a gold coin
donation, we welcome all parents and families across the school to view their
masterpieces. The preps will use these donations to purchase plants and materials for
their planned upgrades. Thanks for your support!
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District Cross Country
Hey lovely WHPS Community,
Our District Cross Country Carnival was held this week at Banyule Flats Reserve. We managed to come
3rd overall as a school which was a FANTASTIC effort by our runners.
Thankyou to any parents who attended and supported our students as well as the parents that assisted
as course marshals on the day. Another big thankyou goes to Kylie and Phil Hannon for attending the
carnival with myself and the students, really appreciated you coming along!
The runners that finished in the top 10 from the day will be going on to the Banyule Division Cross
Country Carnival held on Wednesday 5th June @ Bundoora Park. More information will follow for these
students once I hear back from our District.
Once again very proud to be apart of such a supportive community and proud to celebrate the
achievements of our amazing students who have put in a great amount of effort!
Amanda Macellari
Physical Education and Sport Coordinator
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District Cross Country

WWW.WATSONIAHEIGHTSPS.VIC.EDU.AU
EMAIL-WATSONIA.HEIGHTS.PS@EDUMAIL.VIC.GOV.AU

MAY 2019

Grade 1/2 News
Reading
Over the last few weeks we have been learning about Comparing and
Contrasting. Each grade read Edward the Emu and Feathers for Phoebe. The
students discussed the meaning in each story, how the characters were feeling
and made connections to their own life. We then introduced a Venn diagram
where they compared the stories and came up with similarities and differences
about them. We will continue with this, comparing and contrasting two versions
of the Three Little Pigs.
Maths
In maths the students have been working on their addition strategies. This
week they played ‘Excuse me, Get out of my House’. In this game they use
many strategies such as doubles, near doubles, tens facts and bridging to
improve their addition skills. We have also introduced the CUBES problem
solving strategy, where the students determine the important information
needed in each worded problem.
C – Circle the number
U – Understand and underline the question
B – Box the key words
E – Eliminate the words that are not important
S – Solve the problem!
The students have enjoyed the ‘real life’ problems we have given them to solve.
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Inquiry
This term we are becoming Sustainability Warriors! We will be investigating
how we can reuse materials instead of putting them in waste or recycling. To
help us achieve our goal to answer how we can reduce our footprint on Earth,
we need your help!
Please send cardboard boxes and any other items that can be reused,
such as clean lids and containers, over the coming fortnight to your
child’s classroom.
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