
W W W . W A T S O N I A H E I G H T S P S . V I C . E D U . A U  
E M A I L - W A T S O N I A . H E I G H T S . P S @ E D U C A T I O N . V I C . G O V . A U  

Term 2 

6 1  H e n r y  S t r e e t ,  
G r e e n s b o r o u g h  3 0 8 8  

  ( 0 3 )  9 4 3 5 4 6 1 7

LINK
LETTER

Thursday 24th Apri l
 2025

Issue 6

T e r m  1 :  J a n u a r y  3 0  – A p r i l  4
T e r m  2 :  A p r i l  2 2  – J u l y  4
T e r m  3 :  J u l y  2 1  – S e p t e m b e r  1 9
T e r m  4 :  O c t o b e r  6  – D e c e m b e r  1 9

T e r m  D a t e s  2 0 2 5

M o n d a y  1 2  M a yt h

D i s t r i c t  C r o s s
C o u n t r y

T u e s d a y  1 3  M a yt h

G r a d e  2  W a l k i n g
I n c u r s i o n

T h u r s d a y  1 5  M a yt h

G r a d e s  5  & 6
E l e p h a n t  E d  

I n c u r s i o n  

F r i d a y  1 6  M a yt h

I S S - W H P S  v s
S t r e e t o n

W e d n e s d a y  2 1
M a y

s t

N a t i o n a l
S i m u l t a n e o u s

S t o r y t i m e

T h u r s d a y  2 2  M a yn d

p a r e n t  T e a c h e r
I n t e r v i e w s

1 0 a m  -  6 p m ,
S t u d e n t s  a r e  n o t

r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d
s c h o o l

F r i d a y  2 3  M a yr d

W H P S  v s  N o r r i s  B a n k

W e d n e s d a y  2 8
M a y

t h

W o r l d  T u r t l e  D a y
W e a r  G r e e n  a n d
b r i n g  a  g o l d  c o i n

d o n a t i o n
&  L i b r a r y  O p e n

A f t e r n o o n  3 : 3 0 p m  -
5 p m

H e l l o  a n d  w e l c o m e  t o  t h e  l a t e s t  n e w s l e t t e r  a n d  m y  l a s t .

I ’m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  w h e r e  t o  s t a r t  o r  w h a t  t o  w r i t e  t h a t  w o u l d
d o  m y  t h o u g h t s ,  f e e l i n g s  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n s  j u s t i c e .
A s  I  s i t  d o w n  t o  w r i t e  t h i s  f i n a l  n e w s l e t t e r  a s  y o u r  p r i n c i p a l ,
I ’m  f i l l e d  w i t h  g r a t i t u d e,  r e f l e c t i o n ,  a n d  a  d e e p  s e n s e  o f
p r i d e .  A f t e r  1 5  w o n d e r f u l  y e a r s  l e a d i n g  t h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  s c h o o l
c o m m u n i t y,  t h e  t i m e  h a s  c o m e  f o r  m e  t o  s a y  g o o d b y e  a n d
s t e p  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r  o f  m y  l i f e .

F i f t e e n  y e a r s  a g o,  I  w a l k e d  i n t o  W H P S  ( a l o n g s i d e  16 0
s t u d e n t s )  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t ,  h o p e,  a n d  a  v i s i o n — t o  b u i l d  a
s c h o o l  w h e r e  e v e r y  c h i l d  f e l t  s a f e ,  v a l u e d ,  a n d  i n s p i r e d  t o
l e a r n .  To d a y,  w i t h  o u r  5 2 0  s t u d e n t s ,  I  l e a v e  k n o w i n g  t h a t
w e ’ v e  g r o w n  i n t o  s o  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  I  e v e r  i m a g i n e d .
To g e t h e r,  w e ' v e  c e l e b r a t e d  c o u n t l e s s  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  f a c e d
c h a l l e n g e s  w i t h  r e s i l i e n c e,  a n d  c r e a t e d  a  c u l t u r e  r o o t e d  i n
k i n d n e s s ,  i n c l u s i o n ,  a n d  e x c e l l e n c e.

To  o u r  d e d i c a t e d  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t a f f :  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r
u n w a v e r i n g  c o m m i t m e n t ,  y o u r  p a s s i o n ,  a n d  y o u r  h e a r t .  Yo u
a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  t h i s  s c h o o l ,  a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  a  p r i v i l e g e  t o
w o r k  a l o n g s i d e  y o u .
To  o u r  s t u d e n t s :  y o u  a r e  t h e  r e a s o n  w e  d o  w h a t  w e  d o.  Yo u r
e n e r g y,  c u r i o s i t y,  a n d  g r o w t h  h a v e  b r o u g h t  m e  e n d l e s s  j o y.
N e v e r  s t o p  b e l i e v i n g  i n  y o u r s e l v e s— y o u  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f
a m a z i n g  t h i n g s .

To  o u r  p a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s :  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t r u s t ,  y o u r
p a r t n e r s h i p,  a n d  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  Yo u r
i n v o l v e m e n t  h a s  m a d e  a  l a s t i n g  i m p a c t  o n  o u r  s c h o o l  a n d
c o m m u n i t y.



W h i l e  i t ’s  h a r d  t o  s a y  g o o d b y e,  I  a m  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  Wa t s o n i a  H e i g h t s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  t h r i v e .  I
c o n g r a t u l a t e  To n y  R y a n  o n  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  A c t i n g  P r i n c i p a l  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  t e r m .
D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a  p r o c e s s  t o  a p p o i n t  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  P r i n c i p a l  w i l l  o c c u r  w i t h  t h i s  p o s i t i o n
f i l l e d  f r o m  t e r m  3.
F r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  m y  h e a r t— t h a n k  y o u .  I t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  h o n o u r  a n d  p r i v i l e g e  o f  a  l i f e t i m e  t o
w o r k  w i t h i n  s u c h  a  w o n d e r f u l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h a n k- y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  y o u r  t r u s t
e v e r y  d a y.

I  w a s  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  t h e  m a n y  t h o u g h t s ,  s e n t i m e n t s  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  a c t i o n s  a t  m y  f i n a l
W H P S  a s s e m b l y  o n  F r i d a y.  T h a n k- y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o m  c o n t r i b u t e d  o r  p a s s e d  o n  t h e i r  w e l l
w i s h e s .  T h i s  m e a n  m o r e  t h a n  y o u ’ l l  e v e r  k n o w.

I  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  t a k i n g  a  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  i n d e e d  t h e
s c h o o l  o v e r  t i m e.  I  a l s o  h o p e  t o  k e e p  s o m e  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  s c h o o l  a n d  i t ’s  p e o p l e .  I ’ l l  e n j o y
c o m i n g  a n d  c e l e b r a t i n g  i n  s o m e  m i l e s t o n e  a c t i v i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  y e a r  i n  o u r
w o n d e r f u l  c o n c e r t  i n  t e r m  3  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  o u r  Ye a r  6  g r a d u a t i o n  i n  t e r m  4 .
W i s h i n g  y o u  a l l  e v e r y  h e a l t h ,  h a p p i n e s s  a n d  s u c c e s s  f o r  t o d a y,  t o m o r r o w  a n d  b e y o n d .

W i t h  e x t r e m e  g r a t i t u d e,  t h a n k- y o u .

M i c h a e l

H a p p y  M o t h e r ’s  D a y  t o  e v e r y o n e  f o r  y e s t e r d a y,  I  h o p e  y o u  h a d  a n  a m a z i n g
d a y  b e i n g  c e l e b r a t e d  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e d  b y  t h o s e  c l o s e  t o  y o u .
T h a n k- y o u  a l s o  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o m  a t t e n d e d  a n d  e n j o y e d  t h e  r e c e n t  S p e c i a l
L a d i e s  m o r n i n g  t e a  o n  F r i d a y.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t w o  o f  o u r  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  w h o m  r e c e n t l y  e n j o y e d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e
w e d d i n g  d a y s .
To  C l a i r e  J a c k s o n  a n d  S a m  a n d  a l s o  t o  E l l e n  C l o s e  a n d  M a t t  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s .
W e  k n o w  t h e y  e n j o y e d  a n  a m a z i n g  t i m e  o n  t h e  d a y  a n d  w e  w i s h  t h e m  e v e r y  h a p p i n e s s
i n t o  t h e i r  w e d d e d  f u t u r e s .

NAPLAN -  P r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s ,  c o n f i r m e d  r e s u l t s  c o m i n g  h o m e  s o o n  &  t h e  Ye a r  4 - 6
A t t i t u d e s  t o  S c h o o l  S u r v e y  w i l l  b e  h a p p e n i n g  o v e r  c o m i n g  w e e k s .

S u c c e s s  T e a m w o r k  R e s p e c t  I n d i v i d u a l i t y  V i s i o n a r y  E f f o r t ! !



S u c c e s s  T e a m w o r k  R e s p e c t  I n d i v i d u a l i t y  V i s i o n a r y  E f f o r t ! !

Hello WHPS,
Well it’s fair to say it’s been a pretty jammed packed first few weeks of term. We have had quite
a number of community events such as our House Celebration Day, WHPS Cross Country,
ANZAC Day ceremonies, Kids Roar incursions, Cultural Diversity Day and Mother’s Day. In
amongst all these special activities, we also farewelled our Principal Michael Kent on Friday
with a special school assembly. 

Across the Acting Principal’s Desk:
Tony Ryan

Mr Kent has been the principal of WHPS for 15 years
and has been instrumental in shaping the great
culture and performance of our school. WHPS was a
small school of approximately 160 students when
Mr Kent arrived as Principal. Across those 15 years
Mr Kent has invested heavily into the people of
WHPS, from students to families and our staff. His
leadership and care for others has helped shape the
great community that we have today and seen our
student numbers swell to over 500 students. We
thank him for his outstanding contribution to our
school and wish him all the best for his future!

Congratulations:
We offer our congratulations to Michelle Lewis who was recently appointed to our advertised
Education Support role within the school. We are very happy to add Michelle to our ES team
and know that her skillset will complement our team and further support our teachers and
staff.

Cultural Diversity Day:
Last Thursday we celebrated our Cultural Diversity
Day. On this day we celebrate the many cultures that
make up the fantastic tapestry of life we enjoy in
Australia. This is an opportunity for students to share
their family heritage and be exposed to cultural
traditions and experiences from a range of different
cultures. A massive thank you goes to our Mandarin
teaching team Serina Lee, Winnie Wang and Lisa Fan for
their planning and organisation of the day. There were
many smiles on the faces of our students as they
immersed themselves in fun activities such as martial
arts, dancing, craft and enjoying sushi as part of our
special food day. 



S u c c e s s  T e a m w o r k  R e s p e c t  I n d i v i d u a l i t y  V i s i o n a r y  E f f o r t ! !

Mother’s Day:
A very happy Mother’s Day for yesterday to all the Mum’s in our community. I’m hoping that
our families made this a very special day for you. It was great being able to meet with some of
our Mum’s at our Mother’s Day breakfast on Friday. It was great to see so many families in
attendance, enjoying a cuppa, a bite to eat and a chance to catch up with others in the
community. A very big thankyou to our Community Links team and all others including our
staff that assisted in the organisation, running and pack up for this occasion.

ANZAC Day Ceremony:
Our school captains and vice captains joined staff
member Kathryne Campara in representing the
school in laying a wreath at the Watsonia RSL
ANZAC Day ceremony. We are immensely proud of
how our student leaders represent our school and
they also did an outstanding job leading our school
through our own ceremony on the Thursday prior to
ANZAC day. Lest we forget.

Important Dates:
Our Parent Teacher interviews are scheduled to take place on Thursday 22  May. Further
details will be sent home regarding the booking process for interviews.

nd

On Friday June 6 , the final of the Professional Practice Days associated with the current
2022 VGSA agreement is scheduled as a student free day. The school has placed this alongside
the King’s Birthday Public holiday on the 9  June to assist those families that may wish to get
away across the long weekend. A reminder that our junior school class teachers in years P-2
are keen to book in individual assessment times for those students that are available on Friday
June the 6 .

th

th

th 

Sunsmart Period:
The 1  of May sparks when our SunSmart period ends. The wearing of hats is not currently
mandated, however we still encourage SunSmart practices all year round. The SunSmart
period runs between 1  September and 30  April each year.

st

st th

Sorry Day and Reconciliation Week:
The 26  of May marks the anniversary of the tabling of the Bringing Them Home report in
parliament in 1997 and commemorates stolen generation survivors. National Reconciliation
week follows this between 27  May-3  June. This year’s theme Bridging Now to Next calls on
all Australian’s to step forward together, to look ahead and let past lessons guide us. 

th

th rd

IDAHOBIT:
May 17  is the International Day against LGBTQIA+ discrimination. It is a day for us to continue
to promote inclusion, acceptance and understanding of LGBTQIA+ members of our community
and to call out bullying, harassment and discriminatory behaviour.

th



S u c c e s s  T e a m w o r k  R e s p e c t  I n d i v i d u a l i t y  V i s i o n a r y  E f f o r t ! !

NAPLAN:
The DET has released preliminary NAPLAN results to schools from the 2025 testing. The school
continues to perform strongly, and we look forward to unpacking these results with staff in the
coming weeks. Confirmed results and individual reports will be coming home in the coming
weeks.

Attitudes to School Survey:
As they do each year students in Years 4-6 will participate in the Attitudes to School Survey in
the coming weeks. The survey is completed at school and is organised by our staff. Further
information will be distributed to parents about this process and there is an option to opt out
for those parents/carers that don’t wish for their child to participate.

District Cross Country:
Today approximately 60 of our year 3-6 students are completing at the District Cross Country
event. We congratulate them on making our school representative team and wish them all the
best. Many thanks to Miss Massa, Ms Sullivan, Michelle Lewis and those parents/carers in
attendance for supporting our students at this event. 

School Savings Bonus:
The Victorian Government is delivering the School Saving Bonus (SSB) – a one-off support of
$400 for eligible government school students from Prep to Year 12 in 2025.
The SSB can be used for uniforms and textbooks until Monday 30 June 2025.
Any funds remaining after 30 June 2025, including online voucher amounts that have not been
redeemed, will become a credit to use on school activities. However, the credit will not be
available on your family account at our school until late July. To use any remaining SSB funds
to cover the cost of school activities in July, please refer to the SSB online system and allocate
the funds to school activities before 30 June 2025. To learn more about the SSB online system,
download the step-by-step System guide for parents and carers (DOCX, 945KB) or watch this
School Saving Bonus video. System guide translations are also available in 14 languages.
The Department of Education’s SSB contact centre will remain available until 30 June 2025.
The contact centre can be reached by: · completing the School Saving Bonus enquiry form
· calling 1800 338 663, between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm on weekdays.
After this date, please contact our administration team for any SSB related questions.

Have a great week everyone.

Tony
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🏃‍♂️  D i s t r i c t  C r o s s  C o u n t r y  S u c c e s s !  🏃‍♀️
To d a y,  a  t e a m  o f  6 0  s t u d e n t s  p r o u d l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  Wa t s o n i a

H e i g h t s  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C r o s s  C o u n t r y  C a r n i v a l
h e l d  a t  B a n y u l e  F l a t s .  W e ’r e  a b s o l u t e l y  t h r i l l e d  t o  s h a r e  t h a t

W H P S  f i n i s h e d  1 s t  o v e r a l l  —  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  r e s u l t  t h a t  r e f l e c t s
t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  e f f o r t ,  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  t e a m  s p i r i t  o f  o u r

s t u d e n t s .
I  a m  s o  p r o u d  o f  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  w h o  c o m p e t e d  t o d a y  —

y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w a s  v i t a l  t o  o u r  o v e r a l l  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  y o u r
c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  a t t i t u d e  w e r e  t r u l y  a d m i r a b l e .

A  h e a r t f e l t  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a r e r s  w h o  c a m e
a l o n g  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  t e a m ,  t h o s e  w h o  h e l p e d  o u t  o n  t h e  c o u r s e ,
a n d  t h o s e  w h o  a s s i s t e d  w i t h  t r a n s p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  a n d  f r o m

t h e  e v e n t  —  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i s  s o  a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  m a d e  a  b i g
d i f f e r e n c e .

T h e  n e x t  s t a g e  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i l l  b e  t h e  D i v i s i o n  C r o s s
C o u n t r y  o n  Tu e s d a y  3 r d  J u n e  2 0 2 5 ,  o n c e  a g a i n  a t  B a n y u l e  F l a t s .

M i s s  M a s s a  w i l l  b e  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  q u a l i f y  f o r
t h e  n e x t  l e v e l  s h o r t l y.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  e v e r y o n e  o n  a n  a m a z i n g  d a y  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t
a n d  s c h o o l  s p i r i t !  🎉🥇
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We had a blast with WHPS
Cultural Diversity Day! From

mask making, to Karate
practice and Afrobeat

dancing, we celebrated all
cultures and identities.

in G
rade 5&6in G
rade 5&6

What’
s happening

What’
s happening

Cultural Diversity Day!



WHPS Celebrates the 2025 Cultural Diversity Day!

WHPS came alive with colour, music, and energy during the 2025 Cultural Diversity

Day, celebrating the many cultures that enrich our school community.

Students enjoyed the Mandarin Expo, where they explored Chinese and world

cultures through exhibits of work from students across all year levels. They also

appreciated beautiful guzheng music played by our Grade 6 student, Lily. GKR Karate

Greensborough ran interactive and exciting workshops which brought smiles to so

many faces!

The Nikki Visaj Project

involved the Preps in a

little Bollywood dancing,

the Grade 1/2s in some

KPop dancing, the Grade

3/4s in a very meaningful

and mindful Indigenous

dance, and the Grade 5/6s

in a very energetic

Afrodance item. 

Members of Latrobe

University’s Confucius

Institute led engaging

craft sessions across all

the year levels.

A fun guessing game about staff cultural backgrounds sparked curiosity and

connection, and the day ended on a high with an assembly where students proudly

shared what they had learned in their karate and dance workshops.

The positive spirit of the day was felt across the school, making it a celebration to

remember!



WHPS Celebrates the 2025 Cultural Diversity Day!

I’d like to give a massive shoutout to my fellow Mandarin Team members – Mrs Wang

and Ms Fan for all the behind the scenes planning and hours of organisation that went

into putting the day together! 7 months of planning turned out to be a fabulous day

had by all! Thank you also to Cara at the canteen and our parent helpers for running

the Special Food Day for our students – an enormous undertaking!

Finally, I’d like to extend a big thanks to all our WHPS families who took the

opportunity to talk to our students about their cultural backgrounds and organise

their outfits for the day. As our Mandarin Captains Penny and Ethan mentioned at the

start of our CDD, “Every culture is beautiful and special!” and “By learning about each

other, we grow respect, kindness and understanding.” The turn out to the Mandarin

Expo after school on Cultural Diversity Day was wonderful and we can’t wait to draw

the raffle next Friday (16  May) at assembly!th

Ms Lee





 Riley, Zoe, Bodhi, Elsie, Fraser, Jayden, Maggie, Evie, Hitha,
Matilda, Hayley, Max, Carter, Ellie, Ave, Holly, Rory, Leo, Lilli,

Mccaela .

Student of The Week
Week 2

Koby, Harry, Annie, Ryan, Tahlia, Josie, Saylor, Lilah, Finn,
Jemima, Aubrey, Dhruv, Grace, Theo, Jake, Nyah, Joshua,

Meilli, Trevor, Matt, Alice, Emerson, Ruben, Will, Hiroto,
Cadence.

Week 3

Wellbeing
Warrior

Lola &
Maddy 
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Watsonia

Goodstart

 Experienced & Caring Educators 
Passionate, qualified staff who provide a
nurturing and safe, environment.

 Quality Education & School Readiness 
A curriculum aligned with the Early Years 
Learning Framework, fostering early literacy, 
numeracy, and critical thinking skills.

 Safe, Modern & Stimulating Environment 
Designed to inspire learning, creativity, and 
a love for discovery.

 STEM, Sports, Dance & Nature Play 
A well-rounded program that develops
physical, creative, and problem-solving skills
through hands-on exploration and play.

 All-Inclusive Care 
Meals, nappies, wipes, cot linen, and 
sunscreen are provided at no extra cost.

 High-Quality Learning Environment 
Carefully designed to engage young minds 
and foster creativity.

Experience Excellence
in Early Learning at

 Goodstart Watsonia
69-71 Devonshire Road, Watsonia, VIC

Book a tour today!

1800 222 543
Scan the
QR code to
learn more!



IAFTER SCHOOL

Get in touch at hello@codecamp.com.au

Rated on with over 1110 reviews4.9

Engineering • Problem-solving • Programming
Design • Make new friends • Trusted provider

Monday 28 Apr - 23 Jun
3:45PM - 5:00PM

Watsonia Heights Primary
School

Years 3 - 6

www.codecamp.com.au/watsonia


