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SPECIALIST NEWSLETTER
Strive for the Heights

SCIENCE

Lucky we learned a bit about flight this term
because it really did fly by!
Physical Sciences this year focused on Forces and
Motion. This allowed us to explore all the
different pushes and pulls we do everyday with
our own bodies and objects around us. Learning
about Isaac Newton and his important discovery
of gravity (because you can’t invent something
that was there all along!) and the Laws of Motion
set us up for some great hands on learning all
term. The students loved playing with the Science
room “Newton’s Cradle” and watching how their
actions produced an equal and opposite reaction
at the other end of this popular scientific toy.

MRS JAMES & MRS KENNEDY
We discovered it was really easy to pop balloons with
a single pin but not so easy with twenty five during
the lesson about pressure. We even brought in Neil
Diamond to help us understand the difference
between weight and mass. Actually it was just his song
“Sweet Caroline” with the words altered – check it
out on YouTube – the kids loved it and a few of the
aides and teachers enjoyed a ‘science-y sing-along’. All
the grades had a go at finding the mass of objects
using balances.
Isaac Newton’s name popped up again during our
studies on gravity where we were able to get a feather
to fall at the same speed as a heavy book and land at
exactly the same time. And we learned all about how
objects have their own centre of gravity (including us
humans) and the more stable and supported it is then
the more predictable in movement the whole object
becomes.

SCIENCE

Friction lessons were fun
when students got to
experiment with different
materials in an effort to
slow some speedy toy cars
down as they travelled
down a treacherously steep
cardboard slope.
And finally we rounded off
the term with some friendly
paper plane competitions
within the grades as we
learned about trying to
balance the forces of flight
(lift, weight, thrust and
drag) to get our planes to
cover the most distance.
The Annual Watsonia
Heights Science Fair was a
roaring success with some
fantastic investigations
going on. Hopefully you got
a chance to come and see
the hard work of our
brilliant 5/6 students.

LIBRARY

Wominjeka from
Kathryne Campara

Hello wonderful WHPS families! I hope you all
have a relaxing holiday break. Don't forget our
local Yarra Plenty Library Service (YPLS) has
lots of great FREE activities on offer in their
holiday program. For more information please
go to
https://yprl.bibliocommons.com/events/search
/index
to see the excellent things they have coming up
over the next 2 weeks.
We are very fortunate to have such a wonderful
facility in our community and the staff at
Watsonia YPLS are always keen to meet and
assist our families with everything they have on
offer.

What a wonderful Term 3 we have enjoyed in
the Library. With a GIGANTIC Book Week
Treasure Hunt and Book Parade, the Hijabi Girl
project with the wonderful Hazel Edwards, our
Great Book Swap and our Roald Dahl Day
party. It has been a book lovers paradise and we
can't wait for more fun in Term 4!!!

Book Review of the Month
Congratulations to Cadel from Prep M for his
winning Book Review of the month for
August.
Cadel reviewed the very funny Dog Man and
he takes out the prestigious title of being the
first prep to win.
Please take the time to read through Cadel's
review and you will also find it on display
outside the WHPS Office.
So what is stopping you from entering a book
review of a book you've borrowed from our
Library? Why not create one over the holidays
and you could win yourself a $20 Scholastic
Book Club voucher.

Enjoying our lovely
Library space
W
It is a joy to see our
students relax and
loose themselves in
a book during their
Library sessions
each week.
All grades from
Prep to Yr 6 spend
an hour a week in
our lovely Library
space and it always
goes too fast.
Here are a few
candid pics of our
little book lovers in
action and don't
they bring a smile
to your face, (not to
mention make you
feel like curling up
with a good book in
a comfy chair).

Physical Education
Prep - Grade 2:
This term we have looked at the
skills of gymnastics, we explored
different ways in which we are
able to move our body, we learnt
about statics and different holds
using different parts of our bodies.
The P-2 students were also
involved in a soccer program run
by myself and some sessions were
facilitated by coaches from
Melbourne Victory through our
Sporting Schools Program. Earlier
on in the term, our students were
involved in an olden day school
setting where our students took
part in olden day games such as
elastics, egg and spoon races and
hop scotch. The preps have
continued to be involved in the
PMP program which gets us all
excited for our Monday morning!
The preps are making great strides
and progressing so well!
Grade 3 - Grade 6:
This term we have learnt about the
skills, positions and strategies in
rugby. The students have looked at
different types of rugby kicks,
different passes and positions such
as dummy half. The students were
able to successfully run and
umpire their own competitive
games. The students also got to
take part in a netball unit which
focused on learning different
passes, took part in movement
activities to promote finding space
and learnt about the positions.
Again to the point where the
students were able to score,
umpire and conduct their own
games. The 3-6 students were also
exceptionally lucky to take part in
a Melbourne Victory facilitated
soccer session in the last week of
term. They used the skills of
dribbling and passing to play mini
competitive games of soccer and
really enjoyed the program.

Sport Overview for Term 3:
This term we had a number of
sporting events take place in our
busy term 3 which included:
• WHPS 3-6 Athletics @ Willinda
Park
• District Athletics @ Meadowglen
Athletics Track (42 students)
• P-2 Mini Athletics

Amanda Macellari
Physical Education Teacher
and sport coorinator

汉 hàn
语 yǔ

MANDARIN

This term students across all year levels have used fruits
as a topic to practise new and previously learned
sentence structures in Mandarin. Apart from learning
what ⽔ and 果 mean separately, students were able to
recognise that put together, it means fruit. Students in
prep practised forming ⽔果 with kinetic sand atop
Chinese characters on the page. Grade one and two
students learned to form the characters for 什么 ‘what’
in Mandarin without any aids when learning ‘What
fruit do you like?’. Students in grades three to six
experimented with the Education Perfect platform to
learn vocabulary relating to fruit and worked on
developing their reading, listening and Chinese typing
abilities in the process.

Students also learned to add the verb ‘eat’ and some
adjectives to their sentences to provide more detailed
and longer sentences. They used a range of pronouns
to talk about types of fruit people might like or dislike.
They also practised listening to and responding to
questions using ‘correct’ and incorrect’ when asked
about liking or disliking specific types of fruits.
Students were also introduced to three fruits popular
in Chinese communities worldwide – lychees, longans
and persimmons. They were informed about the
increase in mainstream availability of these fruits over
time as opposed to mainly being sold within ethnic
grocery stores to the relevant communities that
consume them.

All students were also introduced to the concept of
pinyin initials and finals. We spent time looking at
pinyin initials and identified which sounds were the
same or similar to English, which sounds were different
and which sounds exist in English but not in Mandarin.
Students from grades one to six trialled some
collaborative learning through an online platform
called Quizlet. Students practised applying their
knowledge of the vocabulary and sentences they had
been learning and helped each other to answer quiz
questions in live/real time.

汉 hàn
语 yǔ

MANDARIN
Finally, we rounded up our term by learning to
make snow skin mooncakes with either red bean
paste, lotus seed paste or no filling. These
modern style mooncakes which can be found in
the freezer section of Asian grocery stores
leading up to the Mid-Autumn festival have
grown in popularity over the years and better
cater to allergies while also containing less fat
and oil content than traditional style mooncakes.

M-Club
(Mandarin Club)
This term, M-Club has seen many students
continue to participate in making bamboo
wrapped sticky rice dumplings (zong zi) on
Wednesday lunchtimes. This activity began
at the end of term two and was initially
offered as a way to celebrate the Duan
Wu/Dragon Boat Festival. Well done to
over 100 students at WHPS for having a
good go at wrapping and tying the
dumplings! Thank you again to all the
parents that were able to come and support
the activity. Your help was simply

Snowskin Mooncake Recipe
To celebrate the upcoming Mid-Autumn
Festival (zhōng qiū jié
), students across
the schoool made a modern type of mooncake
(yuè bǐng
) called snowskin mooncakes
(bīng pí yuè bǐng
) in the final week of
term three.
We used store bought, pre-made red bean paste
or lotus seed paste in our mooncakes.
The mooncake molds used were purchased
online and posted over from Hong Kong.
The recipe that we followed to make the snow
skin component can be found here:
http://www.ricenflour.com/recipe/singaporeansnow-skin-mooncakes/
Monday 24th September
Happy Mid-Autumn Festival !

invaluable!
zhōng qiū jié kuài lè!

Music

With Mrs hogan & Mrs MacDonald

Our Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students have had a wonderful musical journey throughout Term
3. They explored the concepts of beat (fast/slow), rhythm (long/short), pitch (high/low), dynamics
(loud/soft) and tempo (fast/slow) through a variety of techniques including movement, dance,
singing and playing instruments.
The Prep students were introduced to the instruments which make up the different sections of an
orchestra. They particularly enjoyed their time using the Stretchy Cord learning to work as a
team, listen to the beat in music, using movement to help cross the midline and strengthen gross
and fine motor skills. The Prep students were also very fortunate to have our Pre-Service Teacher
Amy Odongo teach them how to use her set of Boomwhackers which was an amazing experience.

Grade 1 and Grade 2 students explored rhythm patterns in depth this term and practiced playing
different rhythm patterns on percussion instruments including rhythm sticks, glockenspiels,
triangles, bongo drums, shakers and bells. They have developed their skills in recognizing rhythm
patterns, composing their own rhythm patterns and playing them on percussion instruments in
small groups.
Our Prep to Grade 2 students have been busy practicing Music Australia's One Song, ready to sing
along with half a million other students from around Australia in November. Each class has also
started to learn their own song which will be performed along with One Song for family and
friends at our Musical Performance in November. Our Grade 1/2 students have been working hard
to learn the percussion instruments parts to their class songs to accompany their lovely singing on
the day. We look forward to a wonderful term ahead in Music!

Visual Arts

MRS Hogan & Mrs MAcDonald

There has been a buzz of excitement in the Art Room this term with staff and students involved in
the designing and production of props for the annual school production. A number of students gave
up their lunch time to ensure that the props enhanced the production. Well done!
Our Grade 1 to 4 students investigated the concept of perspective in landscape, focusing on
foreground, middle ground and background. The Grade 1/2s designed a collage piece featuring a
lighthouse which took a number of weeks to complete and a number of different artistic elements.
The Grade 3/4s researched bridges and their design features to create an artwork featuring sketching,
painting and line work. The students worked enthusiastically on these projects and their finished
pieces reflect their hard work.

The Grade 5/6 students worked tirelessly this term on two key artworks. They began the term
investigating the Mexican tradition of the Day of the Dead, before producing an amazing
Calavera (skull) using foil, string and markers, incorporating the design features commonly used
in Mexican folk art. The latter part of the term was spent preparing dioramas for the Pioneer
Night. The students were allocated a significant Australian pioneer and spent many hours in
their groups researching and constructing their dioramas ready to present to their family and
friends on this special night.
Many of the artworks completed this term will be on display around the school or in the Art
Room. Come and marvel at the artistic talents of our WHPS students.
We look forward to some more great artwork being produced in the Art Room next term!

Discovery Learning

What a busy term it has been! Our preps have
been learning about coding through a variety of
'unplugged' (no technology) activities. Learning
and using language like forwards, backwards, left,
right, repeating loop, debugging, testing,
programming and more! In our last week we
introduced the Prep grades to the Bee-Bot robots
which they control using arrows, pause, clear and
go buttons! We will continue to work with these
robots throughout term 4.
The grade 1/2s have had their alternate turn with
either the Bee-Bots or Scratch 1.4 on the
Raspberry Pi computers. Bee-Bots have travelled
a variety of maps and grids and 'debugged' code
with errors. Students working on Scratch have
successfully made their own 'Ghostbusters' game
using block coding.
The grade 3/4s were presented with a selection of
scenarios for game design. First they selected
their base idea, planned and made their own
unique version of the game! We will be running
'Game Shark Tank' next term to 'fund' the most
popular game!
Grade 5/6s have been looking at the skills
necessary to produce good quality films.
Including different shot types, storyboarding and
testing sound results through proximity tests.
They will be filming their own project at the
beginning of next term working with their Prep
buddies!

Miss Trethowan

Coding Club

This term the coding club members have been
learning and working on the BBC Micro:bit, with
Python. The BBC Micro:bit is a mother board
which runs off coding. You can use it to code a lot
of things including working robots, cars, chariots
and much, much more. This term we have done
lots of things with the BBC Micro:bit! We sent
information to the server runner, by pinging our
names. This is done by putting in a code to make
the Micro:bit send the person's name to the
location. We have also connected the Micro:bit to
an LED light and coded it so the light turns on or
turns off. We even coded lots of numbers, to
make the brightness level vary, so we could make
a wave and rain effect. Using this we also made
our own shapes and object on the 5x5 screen.
One of the main things we did this term was soil
moisture. We did this by attaching a probe with 3
little wires (Positive, Negative and Signal.) We wet
tissues and put the probe on them, to make the
moisture level rise or fall. Everyone also made
the BBC's a menu, to make it count up and down,
making signals with the lights on the 5x5 screen.
It has been a great experience in Coding Club this
term, we have a learnt a lot and it will be great to
see what we do next term.

By Fox and Ewan - ICT Captains

