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IMPORTANT DATES
OCTOBER
Wednesday 24th –
Yr 3/4 Camp Rumbug
(Wednesday – Friday)
Thursday 25th – Yr 1/2 Excursion
Friday 26th - Prep –
2 Intensive Swimming (every Friday Wk 1 –
Wk 8)
Tuesday 30th –
Forensic Science Incursion
Wednesday 31st Special Lunch Day
Wednesday 31st Prep Excursion to La Trobe Wildlife Sanctuary

NOVEMBER
Thursday 1st WHPS Clothes Swap

61 HENRY STREET,
GREENSBOROUGH 3088
(03) 94354617

Friday 2nd Prep – 2 Intensive Swimming
(Every Friday Wk 1 – Wk 8)
Monday 5th –
CURRICULUM DAY

Welcome to the latest news from around WHPS.
Michael Kent

I have recently enjoyed the opportunity of attending the year 3/4 camp at
Rumbug in Gippsland. We were blessed with beautiful weather throughout
the three days.
Our students have enjoyed some fantastic opportunities to participate in
all aspects of the camp. Our school camping program provides a unique
learning experience that allows students to extend their learning journey
outside the classroom. Camps provide a challenging chance for children
to develop their independence, inter personal, teamwork and risk taking
skills. All of the students thoroughly enjoyed the chance to enjoy the
country style setting and the challenge of experiencing the adventure
based facilities at the camp.
I must express huge thanks to the dedicated team of staff whom attended
the camp and supported our students so amazingly well. Thanks to Amy
Davidson, Clint Mackie, Bridie Ruane, Izzy Cahill, Armerleigh Ward,
Cody O’Connor, Debbie Nicholls and especially to Amanda Macellari
whom has put in huge amounts of time and energy in co-ordinating all of
our 2018 camps. Our school camping program is well thought out in
providing a sequential development of opportunities and challenge from
Foundation to Year 6. Thanks to all of our families whom support this
program and allow their children to participate in such a rich and
rewarding learning experience.

Tuesday 6th – Melbourne Cup Day PUBLIC
HOLIDAY
Friday 9th Prep – 2 Intensive Swimming (Every Friday Wk
1 – Wk 8)
Wednesday 14th Prep 2019 Info Night - 7pm
Friday 16th Prep – 2 Intensive Swimming (Every Friday Wk
1 – Wk 8)
Wednesday 21st Prep Breakfast - 8am in the GP Room
Friday 23rd Prep – 2 Intensive Swimming (Every Friday Wk
1 – Wk 8)
Saturday 27th WHPS Car Boot Sale
Victorian State Election Day
F
Wednesday 28th 2019 Prep Orientation #1 - 9.30 - 10.45
Friday 30th Prep – 2 Intensive Swimming (Every Friday Wk
1 – Wk 8)
Friday 30th - Gr 1 Dinner - GP Room 5.30pm
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Success Teamwork Respect Individuality Visionary Effort !!!
Warmest regards,
Michael
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Thanks for your feedback
Thanks you to the parents who have provided feedback to our buildings and grounds survey. Your input is greatly
appreciated and we will use your feedback to support the upcoming and ongoing development/enhancement of our
buildings, grounds and play spaces.
Chicken Pox
As you aware we have had some recently reported cases of Chicken Pox across the school. Please be aware of this
and inform the school if you child is affected.
Curriculum Day
A reminder that on Monday 5th November students are not required at school. Staff will be working on the end of
year reports and related assessments. Similarly, Tuesday 6th November is a public holiday for the Melbourne Cup.
Therefore no students are required at school until Wednesday 7th November.
Sunsmart term 4
Term 4 is a sunsmart term. Students are required to wear their hats from Monday 8th October. If students don’t
have their hats they will be directed to shaded areas for recess and lunchtime.
Remembrance Day
11th November marks the anniversary of the armistice which ended the First World War (1914–18). Each year
Australians observe one minute silence at 11am on 11th November, in memory of those who died or suffered in all
wars and armed conflicts. To help commemorate this important occasion our school leaders will be sharing in the
ceremonies at the Watsonia RSL on the 11th. This will allow our school be represented via the delivery of a special
reading to the gathered audience.
The Poppy Appeal
The Red Poppy emblem is a symbolic of those who have fallen in times of war and the Poppy Appeal is run in the
lead up to Remembrance Day. The Poppy Appeal contributes significantly to the fundraising work of the RSL. The
largest fundraising activity of the Appeal is the sale of poppies beginning in late October each year. Poppies are
available at the office in various denominations from and the money raised is used to assist both current and former
serving members of the Australian and Allied defence forces and their dependents when in need. The RSL
encourages all Australians to purchase a poppy and 'Remember in November.'
Fees
Please be reminded to ensure that your 2018 school fees are up to date. We don’t want your child to miss out on the
wonderful learning opportunities that are availed this term. School Council is currently working through our school
fee structure for 2019 and this will be sent home in coming weeks.
Special Lunch Day this Wednesday 31st October
Orders for Wednesday's Special Lunch Day closes Monday. Please place your order directly to the Office.
Success Teamwork Respect Individuality Visionary Effort !!!
Warmest regards, Michael
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Across The AP's Desk...
Tony Ryan
Every Day Counts:
Our teachers occasionally raise concerns with me about students whom miss a
significant number of school days or whom are habitually late to school. This is
obviously a concern, as we know through a variety of research studies that
students that miss significant amounts of school can often become our most at
risk students. The research suggests that students whom have above average
absence in their early school years are more prone to truancy and dropping out
of schooling in later years, leading to poor educational outcomes and life
projections.
Of course students will occasionally miss school for appropriate reasons such as
ill health or unavoidable circumstances, but it is vitally important that the
reasons for the absence are communicated to the school on the morning of the
absence and that students are supported to attend school again as soon as
possible. Every day counts. If a primary student misses 3 weeks of school per
year, that is the equivalent of missing half a school year by the end of grade 6.
Students consistently arriving late are also problematic. It is highly disruptive to
the class when students arrive late as they may miss information about
upcoming events or miss key instructions and learning time. This can also take
teachers away from other students to get the late student up to speed on the
work being carried out. Another outcome is that the late student can become
anxious about entering the room and gaining unwanted attention from other
students.
We understand that sometimes students may suffer from school refusal or
separation anxiety and this can place parents in a difficult situation in getting
students to school on time. If this is happening to your child, we encourage you
to discuss the issues with your teacher and we can look to support with some
strategies for getting students settled at school in the morning on time.
Below are a few strategies suggested from the Kids Matter website in helping
children to cope with separation distress.
• Work together with the school and sharing information about what is going
on in your child’s home and or at school.
• Develop a positive goodbye routine together (eg sharing a ‘high-five’, a special
goodbye hug, or some funny or loving gestures such as ‘bear hugs’).
• Connect your child with familiar staff members to greet them in the morning.
• Avoid lengthy goodbyes as they may increase separation distress.
• Support the child to become engaged in an enjoyable experience before leaving.
• Have routines so children feel safe and are able to predict when their parents
and carers will return.
• Talk positively with your child on the way to school about what will happen
and reassure them about the day
• Talk with your child about their day afterward and what they enjoyed.
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Across The AP's Desk...
Aths Stars:
I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to attend the
Regional Athletics Carnival last Wednesday to watch a
number of our students in action. These students should be
very proud to have made it to this very high level of
competition. I know Miss Macellari has expanded more about
this day and the students involved below, but I wanted to say
how proud of them we are for the positive manner in which
they represented our school. The same can be said for all of
our students that have represented our school at school
athletics and district levels also.
Sun Smart Kids:
I was observing our students during yard duty the other day
and was impressed by the high level of compliance by our
students in remembering their Sun Smart hat in the yard. We
need to be especially careful during high UV times as it does
not take long in the Sun for burning and skin damage to take
place. Much better to take protective measures such as
covering up, wearing sunscreen and wearing hats so that our
students can enjoy the outdoors. A reminder to our
community that students without hats in the yard will be sent
to a designated sun protected area. Another important
reminder is for students to ensure they neatly store their hats
in a secure area such as their bag or on their bag hook during
class time and make sure it is clearly labelled with their name
so that it is returned to them if misplaced.
2019 BYOD iPad Program
Our Year 2 parents should have received a Compass Post on
Wednesday with information about our BYOD iPad program
in years 3-6. This is in preparation for our 2019 Year 3’s
entering the program. We will also print some hard copies of
the program handbook for families unable to access the
information electronically or those entering the school in
year levels 4,5 or 6 in 2019. Please feel free to contact me if
you require further information about this program. We are
also planning on holding an information session in the
coming weeks for those interested in hearing more.
We welcome back our tired but happy 3/4 campers today. I
understand they had a great time. I’m sure you will join me in
extending our thanks to our dedicated staff that attended the
camp and provided 24 hour a day care for our students over
three days.
Have a great weekend.
Tony
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F

Regional Athletics took place Wednesday 10th of October at
Meadowglen Athletics Track.
We are so proud of the 6 students that represented Watsonia
Heights Primary School at such a high level of competition.

Tony Ryan

FRIDAY 21ST

Thankyou to all the parents who came and supported their child
and thanks also to Mr Ryan for popping down to the track to
support them too. I’m sure the students would have loved having
you there.
Well done on all of your efforts:
• Aaron M - 4th 100m - 5th Triple Jump
• Bianca M - 5th Hurdles
• Lachie G - 3rd 1500m
• Lucy N - 9th 800m
• Jack Mc - 2nd 200m - 4th 100m
• Lilly B - 5th High Jump
A BIG congratulations to Jack Mc who is going on to the State
Championships on Monday the 29th of October.
We are so proud of you and we wish you the best of luck in your
race.
Amanda Macellari
Physical Education and Sport Coordinator
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WHPS Student of the Week!
Week Ending 12th October

Sienna A
Prep C

Adelaide K
Prep G

for a very creative story about a
knight in shining armour, a
princess and a dragon. Well
done!

For showing good reading
strategies - fixing up your
mistakes. Well done.

Lachlan W
Prep C

Samuel B
Prep G
For learning to spell the
first 300 high frequency
words! Great effort Sam.

for putting himself in the
learning pit during our Maths
activity on Monday. Well done!

Mackenzie B
1/2B
for making a fabulous start to Term
4. You have been focused and
determined at all times. Keep up the
superstar work Mackenzie.

Student
Eoin F Name
Prep
1B C
Addalways
reason
for
trying his best and
having positive attitude towards
his learning.

Ruby W
5R
for her great persuasive letter
about why she should get to
choose her own bed time. Great
writing Ruby!

Amy C
1/2C
for always striving to
achieve her best.
Amazing work Amy!
Aiden H
3/4D
for writing a persuasive letter
with organised paragraphs. It
was a brilliant letter.

Rowen R
Prep M

Aaron S
Prep M

For putting in so much effort to
reread while writing and for
including so much detail. Super
star!

For being very brave when
handling various creatures
during our Minibeast incursion.
Well done!

Yolotl D
1/2 HS
For being a hard working
and responsible student.

Johane T
3/4M
for her fantastic effort and
attitude towards all her school
work. Keep up the good work
Johane.

Danielle K
5/6E

Oscar S
5/6E

for her enthusiasm, focus and
dedication to her school work.
Well done Dani

for demonstrating our school values
of Effort and Teamwork when
creating a schedule for a day at the
zoo. Keep it up Oscar!
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Kyan H
1/2H
for his terrific attitude starting back
at school and making great decisions
about his learning. Mr Hannon is
proud of you Buddy!

Zane L
1B
for doing a great job in
his first swimming
lesson. I'm so proud.
Levi W
5/6M
Demonstrating excellent
leadership skills when working
with your group to organise a
day at the zoo.
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WHPS Student of the Week!
Week Ending 19th October

James S
3/4R
For having positive values
and morals and for always
following them.

Jonathon P
Prep C
For teaching us facts about
dinosaurs during his Show and
Tell presentation about what he
is curious about!

Kiki M
Prep G
For doing a great job
writing a story from our
“ants” picture prompt.
Student
Jai T Name
Prep
1/2 CC
Add
reasona swimming
For being

Audrey A
Prep C
For putting in her best effort
with her "see, think, wonder'
about butterflies. You are a
superstar

For creating sensational 3D
shapes during mathematics this
week. You showed great
dedication!

For expressing creative
“wonderings” after our think
aloud session. You made clever
connections!

Dane H
1B

Sean H
1/2B

For doing your big write at
home, when you were off
school sick! Great initiative
Lucas.

for continuing to read his
reader every day and making so
much progress. Well done
Dane!

For working your way through a
challenging maths lesson and
getting through the learning pit to
achieve success! Well done, you can
do it!

Fergus B
1/2HS
For working very hard to
improve his writing.

Madison M
3/4D
For being a wonderful
member of 3/4D

Charlie N
1/2H

fg so much progress. Well done

Kirsty-Lee D
3/4R

Nathan S
3/4M

For trying her very best in
everything she does and
always showing the STRIVE
values.

Harper W
Prep M

Lucas M
Prep G

For all his hard work and effort
improving his reading. You have
made some fantastic progress and
should be really proud of yourself
buddy!

superstar!

Lucy L
Prep M

For a creative and detailed
project on Byron Bay. Keep
thinking outside of the box
Nathan.

Jacob G
5R
For his consistent effort and
hard work in he puts into all
areas of his learning. You are a
fantastic kid Jacob!
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Taryn S
5/6E
For being an outstanding role model.
Your hard work, determination and
encouragement of others has been
admired by all. Well done Taryn!
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5/6 Contribution
Cherrie, Reem and Jess

5/6 SEPEP
Scarlett (Pictured below)- The students in
grades 3-6 have begun a SEPEP
tournament. SEPEP is a student organised
rounders tournament when the grade 6
kids organise the teams based on grade
level and skill. They then made the rules
and started committees such as the
disputes, ladder and sports board
committees.
For the first 2 hours each Friday, our
teams compete against each other. I am the
captain of the team 'Slurpilicious' and last
week we had a draw with 'The All Stars'
and then had a bye. During a bye, we got
into pairs and scored and umpired the
other games that were being played. SEPEP
is super fun and allows everyone to
contribute and participate in sport.

5/6 Maths
Lucy (pictured above)- Yesterday
we chose a recipe from the Taste
website, I chose oreo cupcakes. We
multiplied the recipe to make
enough for everyone in our class
and for our prep buddies. I
multiplied the original recipe by 3.
My strategy for multiplying with
fractions was to use counting
patterns. For example if the recipe
said 2 fifths of a cup of sugar and
I needed to multiply it by 3, I would
count by 2 three times which would
equal 6 fifths. This is an improper
fraction so I then converted it into
a mixed number fraction, which
equals 1 and 1 fifth.

WWW.WATSONIAHEIGHTSPS.VIC.GOV.AU
EMAIL-WATSONIA.HEIGHTS.PS@EDUMAIL.VIC.GOV.AU

Kathryne Campara
A visit from the Honourably Colin Brooks to celebrate the Premiers Reading Challenge
We were very fotunate to have Honourably Colin Brooks MP join us for our assemblies on both Friday 19th & Monday
22nd of October, to help us celebrate all our amazing reading efforts during this years Premiers Reading Challenge (PRC).
During the PRC our community collectively read over 3000!!! books and i'm sure you loved every minute of it.
Mr Brooks congratulated our students on their efforts, spoke of the importance of reading every day, and reminded us
how beneficial is for increasing our oral language skills and analytical thinking.
I would also like to congratulate our students on the wonderful achievement of completing the PRC, and thank the family
members who supported them by setting aside time at home to share the joy of reading.

What's Happening in Your Beautiful Library Space?
Our beautiful Library space is so much more than a place to store the 11,000+ books we have to read
and enjoy. It is our special place!
A place where we are always welcome and where we can either spend time with our friends or relax
on our own and still have lots of company.
Below is our timetable of Library clubs for Term 4 and everyone is welcome.
Please email me on radcliffe.kathryne.k@edumail.vic.gov.au if you have any questions or would
like to volunteer your time to come and help during one of our recess or lunch time clubs.
Happy Reading Book Lovers!.
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WHPS Garden Gurus Update
This week 1/2 H were the Garden Gurus and had the pleasure of having a lesson up in our veggie
patches. The students were excited to find a whole stack of broad beans ready for picking and were
encouraged to pull gently on the beans to see if they were ready to pick. Most student were keen to
try the skin and enjoyed breaking them open to find the beans inside.

Lorelai and Sarah from 1/2 H clearly happy with our harvest.

P-2 Music Update
Dear Prep and Grade 1 / 2 families,
We would like to let you know this year we are going to be singing our Count Us In song called ‘One
Song’ in our individual classrooms on Thursday the 1st of November with over 660,000 students
from more than 3000 schools around Australia.
Later in the term on Wednesday 5th December from 12 30 – 1.00pm we would like to invite
parents, carers and friends to our annual Musical Performance, to see our fabulous students singing
and playing musical instruments. So, please pop Wednesday 5th December into your diaries and we
hope to see you then.
Thanking you Ms Sally Wagner and Mrs Emma MacDonald Music Teachers
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Shark Tank in Discovery Learning
The Discovery Learning Centre was abuzz with excitement when the grade 1/2 became 'Sharks' in
our Game Design Shark Tank. Grade 3/4s worked diligently all last term to design, build and
debug their own Scratch computer games. Initially presented with different scenarios to choose
from, the 3/4s selected and then elaborated and perfected their own versions of classic games like
Pong. From 'Pearl Pong' to 'Space Race' and the 'Melbourne Cup' we had a huge variety for games
for the 1/2 'Sharks' to test and invest their 'shark money' in. The 1/2s considered things like, easy
of use, level of enjoyment, smoothness of play and more before making their investment.

Grade 3/4D Winner
Charlie and Grace
with
'Bat 'N' Ball'
$15 Shark Dollars

Grade 3/4M Winner
Chelsea and Zara
with
'Unicorn Lollyland'
$20 Shark Dollars
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Grade 3/4R Winner
James S and Daniel
with
'Pong'
$16 Shark Dollars
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Mandarin Incursions: Grade Prep to 4
In week two of this term, students in grade 3 and 4 participated in a Chinese acrobatic incursion. They were
commended by the presenter Jen, for being a great audience and also for participating well in all the activities, though
some of them were exceptionally challenging!
Grade prep, one and two students were introduced to Chinese blow painting and the some of the meanings behind
plum blossoms and their significance in Chinese culture. Our presenters Victor and Andrea explained that the national
flower of China represents perseverance and resilience in the face of adversity due to their ability to often bloom
during harsh winter conditions.
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WHPS Trivia Night - What a Fantastic Night!
Congratulations to the aptly named Hall of Fame who took out back to back
WHPS Trivia Night titles with another emphatic win last night.
It was a fantastic evening with lots of laughs along the way, and a great
catch up with our community members, their family & friends.
Thankyou to everyone who attended and contributed so generously to our
fundraising goal of the new playground space. And thankyou also to the
families who couldn't attend and contributed with their very generous
donations of products and services. We are a great COMMUNITY!
More details about the success of the WHPS Trivia night in our next issue!

WHPS Annual Women's Clothes Swap Fundraiser
We would love you to join us for a fun night out of
mingling, browsing the racks and raising money for our
school! Come along and update your wardrobe for next to
nothing! It's the third year in a row we're running this, as
it's a great night that everyone enjoys.
Date: Thursday 1 November, 7.30pm
Location: GP Room, Watsonia Heights Primary School
Tickets: $20 and include a glass of bubbles on arrival,
nibbles and 5 good quality items to take home. All
proceeds go to WHPS.
How does it work?
Please bring 5 good quality items* (of women's clothing
or accessories - shoes bags scarves necklaces - no
earrings unless unworn) and in return, you'll get 5 tokens
to swap for 5 other items.

WHPS Car Boot Sale – Saturday24th November on State Election Day
WHPS will be a Polling Venue for the upcoming State
Election on 24th of November and we have lots of great
fundraising things planned for the day. We will have a
delicious sausage sizzle, bake stall, coffee cart (from
8am) and a car boot sale to help raise funds for our new
playground space. Are you able to assist on the day
anytime between 7am and 5pm or perhaps bake some
yummy treats for us to sell? Or do you know a company
who could donate resources to help us cover the costs for
our plans and help us raise more funds? Please contact
the Community Links team with any assistance you can
offer. communitylinks.whps@gmail.com
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Children’s Week
Children’s Week is a national celebration of children’s rights, talents and citizenship held on the fourth
Wednesday of October in Australia to coincide with Universal Children’s Day. Each year the theme of Children’s
Week highlights a particular Children’s Right. 2018 Theme: Article 12 of the United National Convention on the
Rights of the Child states that; “Children have the right to have a say in matters that affect them, and for adults to
listen and take it seriously.”
Tips to Parents and Caregivers for Talking to Children About Personal Safety
• Help Children identify trusted adults (both within the family and outside) they can talk to, if they are worried,
upset, or don’t feel safe. Create a list together. Make sure the trusted adults know they are on your child’s list.
• Remind children that they can talk to you or a trusted adult about anything, no matter how big or small their
worry might be.
• Talk to children about how they know when they feel safe or unsafe. Help them to listen to their early warning
signs (how their body feels), and to trust their feelings and instincts.
• Use everyday activities (such as preparing meals and snacks, going for walks, playing, shopping) as
opportunities for conversations. If children are used to having lots of communication, it can make it easier to talk
when big or tricky issues come up.
• Be open to talking about all kinds of feelings, including anger, joy, frustration, fear and anxiety. This helps
children to develop a ‘feelings vocabulary’.
• Show children that you can respond sensitively to negative emotions as well as positive one when they express
their anger, embarrassment, sadness or fear.
• Don’t rush into problem-solving. Your child might just want you to listen, and to know what their feelings and
point of view matter to someone.
Source: http://www.napcan.org.au At Camp Australia, every child has the right to be listened to, we take their
opinions seriously, and their safety is our number one priority.
Program Details To find out more about our program, view fees and to register visit
www.campaustralia.com.au

