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IMPORTANT DATES
NOVEMBER
Friday 9th - Prep – 2 Intensive Swimming
(Every Friday Wk (1 – Wk 8)
Wednesday 14th - Prep 2019 Info Night - 7pm
Friday 16th - Prep – 2 Intensive Swimming
(Every Friday Wk (1 – Wk 8)
Wednesday 21st - Prep Breakfast - 8am in the
GP Room
Friday 23rd - Prep – 2 Intensive Swimming
(Every Friday Wk 1 – Wk 8)
Saturday 24th - WHPS Car Boot Sale
Victorian State Election Day
Wednesday 28th - Gr 3/4 Scienceworks
Excursion

61 HENRY STREET,
GREENSBOROUGH 3088
(03) 94354617

Wednesday 28th - 2019 Prep Orientation
#1 - 9.30 - 10.45am

Friday 30th - Music Saree`

Hello everyone!

Friday 30th - Prep – 2 Intensive Swimming

Michael Kent

Friday 30th - Gr 1 Dinner - GP Room 5.30pm

Hello everyone and I hope you all enjoyed the recent Melbourne Cup long weekend.
Somehow, we’ve found our way to November already and the school calendar is full of
fantastic opportunities and celebrations in the remaining weeks of school.
One of these celebrations will be the annual December school reports. Staff have commenced
their tireless work in preparing these and our recent curriculum day was focussed around
these reports. I find myself being regularly and pleasantly surprised at the learning gains
made by our students. Learning is a fluid process that endures the ebbs and flows of
numerous factors; but to observe the overall progress that is made throughout a year is
amazing. As a staff we regularly monitor the progress of student learning so that we can
continue to cater for the emergent needs of each child in every classroom. However when we
come towards the end of a year we have the chance to see just how far a student has come
since the same time last year. I’m sure you’ll find these reports comprehensive and
informative.

(Every Friday Wk 1 – Wk 8)

DECEMBER
Tuesday 4th - Friday 7th - Grade 5/6 Camp
Wednesday 5th - Prep -2 Music Performance
12.30 - 1.30pm
Thursday 6th - 2019 Prep Orientation #2
9.30 - 11.30am
Friday 7th - Gr1/2 - Inquiry Open Day
Friday 7th - Prep – 2 Intensive Swimming
(Final Week)

Fees
We are very proud of the educational programs and the learning opportunities and activities
that are on offer at Watsonia Heights Primary School. We are focussed on providing your
children with a comprehensive, fully resourced and up to date education in a clean and safe
environment. We also provide rewarding educational experiences in Programs such as
Camps, Sport, Excursions, Incursions and the Concert, which will also become great
memories for your children to fondly look back on. We plan for all students to access the
curriculum and in all cases there are opportunities for support as required. School Council
has recently completed its annual review of the Parent Payment Policy and school fees. The
cost of essential items remains the same in 2019.
Today we have sent home the 2019 school fee documentation.
Please note that we require the form to be completed, signed and returned to the office
no later than Friday 14th December 2018. This doesn’t need to have any payments
attached but it does allow us to establish individualised payment schedules for next year.
Of course, parents are welcomed to pay their 2019 fees at any stage in 2018.
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Monday 10th - Gr 3/4 Museum Excursion
Tuesday 11th - Wednesday 12th - Gr 2 Camp
Friday 14th - 2019 Prep Orientation #3
9.30 - 12pm
Friday 14th - Family Fun Night - 5.30 - 8pm
Wednesday 19th - Gr 6 Graduation
Friday 21st - Last Day of Term - 1.30pm finish
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Remembrance Day
This Sunday marks a notable day on Australia’s calendar whereby we remember those whom made the ultimate sacrifice for our
country and also we take time to acknowledge the ongoing efforts of those special people whom continue to serve our great
nation.
In commemorating this special occasion some of our student leaders will participate in a service at the Watsonia RSL this
Sunday. Our leaders will be sharing a reading and laying a wreath on behalf of the school. Parents and friends are most
welcomed to join in this important community event.
Transition
As we look ahead to next year we are very mindful to ensure a smooth and supported transition for students as they move on to
their next year level. As a part of this process we will be having a few transition sessions over the coming weeks. There will be
three sessions of an hour in duration where students will be mixed up into different groups to simulate 2019 classes. These
groups are not necessarily the class group for 2019, but more an opportunity for children to prepare for the ensuing change and
also to get to know some students from different classes and year levels. The teacher whom takes these groups is NOT the
teacher of this year level or class in 2019. We take this opportunity as a staff to spread around and take different groups of
students.
Next Wednesday is our Prep Information evening for the 2019 Prep parents. This will be held at 7pm in the library space.
Next year we will be running 4 prep classes with the following staff:
Shania Bowden, Bec Mead and 2 new staff Lainie Nestor and Dani Irene.
I am very excited to be welcoming these two fantastic teachers to our school. Lainie and Dani both come with a wealth of
experience teaching in the early years at various schools, kindergardens and also with some overseas teaching experience. Our
school and students will benefit greatly from their experience, knowledge and passion for educating children.
I am just as excited to be welcoming back Shanai to the Prep team and of course it’s fantastic to have Bec remaining in Prep.
In total we will be running 18 grades across the school next year. In the coming weeks we will be able to finalise the grade lists
and also confirm the teachers that will be teaching each class.
Trivia Night
Thank-you to all the parents and friends whom came along to our recent trivia night. Unfortunately I couldn’t make this year’s
night but all reports were of a fantastic night of fun and laughs – and of course some hotly contested trivia! There clearly will be
some performance reviews happening here at school over coming weeks as I hear that staff table didn’t win the night!!
More seriously though, I want to thank the Community Links team for their hard work in preparing for the night. There were
many elements of the evening that had been months in the making and the efforts of those behind the scenes is appreciated
immensely.
Similarly to all the parents whom attended, I thank you for supporting our great school. The best part of the events is to have the
community come together to have some fun and build our school culture.
Chicken Pox
As you aware we have had some recently reported cases of Chicken Pox across the school. Please be aware of this and inform
the school if you child is affected.
Sunsmart term 4
Term 4 is a sunsmart term. If students don’t have their hats they will be directed to shaded areas for recess and lunchtime.
Success Teamwork Respect Individuality Visionary Effort !!!
Warmest regards,
Michael
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Across The AP's Desk...
Tony Ryan

Boots For All!
I had the pleasure earlier in the week to talk to a couple of our grade 5 students Bianca and Kirsten about an inquiry
passion project they wanted to establish within our school. It involved raising awareness and supporting a charity
called Boots For All. This organisation’s mission is to break down barriers to sport participation and to strengthen
communities by collecting and distributing quality new and used sports equipment to vulnerable Australian’s. This
organisation also provides training and employment pathways for community members facing employment barriers
through their Sport For All sports store.
This is an amazing cause and fits closely with our school ethos of promoting participation and inclusion for all by
removing barriers where they exist. As part of their project the girls have met with Mr Kent and I to outline their
proposal and seek permission to establish a donation point near the school office for sports equipment. They have
made signs for their collection point, promoted the cause at our school assembly and sent out a post to our
community through Compass, supported by the wonderful Miss Rancie!
It was heart warming to have this conversation with the girls and to see how community minded our students
are. Bianca and Kirsten are certainly trying to make a positive contribution in the life of others and I
congratulate them for their passion and initiative.
So if you have quality sports equipment at home that your children have grown out of or that they no longer require,
please give consideration to donating to this to the Boots For All collection point near our school office.
Outdoor Spaces Survey
We had a wonderful response to our recent school survey seeking feedback about how we can enhance our
school’s outdoor environment and play spaces. Our thanks go out to all those families who took the time to
provide their feedback. This is very valuable information for our school to identify infrastructure priorities.
One aspect that the survey focused on was around playground elements that the community thought were most
valued. The school will be looking at a variety of outdoor projects in the future, however a shorter-term priority
identified for 2019 is to add an extra playground space in our senior school. This will be a substantial
investment and the feedback we are collecting from our students will be added to our parent survey data to
inform our planning for this wonderful new play space.
Have a great weekend everyone.
Lest We Forget,

Tony
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WHPS Student of the Week!
Week Ending 26th October

Jenaya E
Tyler D
Leo N

PC
PC
PG

For putting herself in the learning pit during our maths activity. Well done Jenaya!
For a fantastic book report about the story 'Little Elephants' - well done!
For using the text and the punctuation to inform your expression when reading. Great
reading Leo.
Violet F
PG
For using sounding out to know how to write words and writing a whole page! Great job
Violet.
Minnie S
PM
For putting in so much effort to form her letters neatly and clearly. Super writing Minnie!
Cadell W
PM
For being a “simile” star by consistently using “simile’s” in his writing. As mighty as a
MARVEL!
Millie P
1B
For
Tao B
1/2B For being an all round superstar. You are not only hard working but also a wonderful
friend. We all love you in 1/2B Tao!
Manni E
1/2H For his fantastic efforts working independently whilst researching and paraphrasing for his
Inquiry project on Saturn.
Abby A
1/2HS For trying hard and concentrating in Reading.
Jonathan B
5R
For his hard work and effort in learning to code a game during Inquiry.
Troy A
5/6E For his persistence, effort and focus when learning about improper and mixed number
fractions. Keep it up Troy!
Teacher of the week Miss Elsafin
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WHPS Student of the Week!
Week Ending 2nd November

Thomas B
Gordon B
Chloe J

1/2B For making an excellent start to your Inquiry project. It is
1/2C For being optimistic during hard times and taking pride in his work. Awesome work Gordon!
1/2H For her creative narrative about Space Queen and building openers, connectives and
punctuation into her writing!
Joanne D
1/2HS
And
For working together co-operatively on their Space project.
Holly B
1/2HS
Callum B
3/4D For showing a positive attitude towards his learning in maths and writing. Your work this
week is AMAZING!
Chelsea B
3/4M For demonstrating terrific persistence and using great strategies to solve challenging
problems in Maths. Keep up the great work Chelsea!
Lylah M
3/4R For always being a helpful, kind and respectful member of the class.
Max W
5R
For his effort and problem solving when adding fractions with related
Liam G
5/6E For going above and beyond when writing. Your incredible writing skills and creativity is
admired by all. Keep up the great work!
Orlaith F
5/6M For demonstrating perseverance when adding fractions to make a smoothie
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1/2 contribution
Shanai Bowden, Georgia Barnes, Phil Hannon, Mary Stanton, Jenny Humberstone, & Maddy
Creasey
What’s been happening in Grade 1/2
We can’t believe we are almost half way through the term. Lots of exciting things still to come during
Term 4!

In Maths, we have been exploring multiplication and division. The students have been using
Numicon and other hands on materials to show groups and arrays. It was great to see so many of
the students pick up the connection between multiplication and division. We have spent some time
working through worded problems where the students have been showing their working out using
several different strategies. Many of the worded problems related to everyday life scenarios which
showed the students how important is to be a good problem solver! It was also great to have Mr
Ymer back in week one modelling excellent teaching practice. We all then went back and taught
‘Ymer style’ in our grades!
In Reading, we have been focusing on Inferring. During our reading session we have been ‘reading
between the lines’ and trying to work out what the author is trying to say when it is not stated. The
students have enjoyed using their reading diaries to record thoughts and wonderings whilst they
have been engaging in independent reading. We have found that they have been enjoying having
more time in class to read. We have also had lots of fun introducing ‘read alouds and modelling our
thinking out loud whilst reading. There are so many wonderful books at or school, we are very
lucky!
Our Inquiry unit has started with a BANG! The students are so engaged in our topic ‘curiosity’ and
most students engaging in some sort of project about space. It has been great to see them working
well together, sharing ideas and getting along. Team work is an important life skill and they are
enjoying the opportunity to put this skill into practice. We will be having an open morning later in
the term where the students will be presenting their projects, we will send some more information
through soon.
Last Thursday the Grade 1/2’s all sang ‘One Song’ along with 3000 other school in Australia who all
sang it at the same time. You will hear this song at the annual musical performance on Wednesday
5th December.
Swimming has been fun, and we thank all the parent helpers who have been assisting us at the
pool.
Dates to keep in the diary:
Grade 1 Dinner – Friday 30th November (5:30 – 8pm)
Grade 2 Camp – Tuesday 11th December to Wednesday 12th December
Scienceworks Excursion – Thursday 6th December
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3-6 SEPEP
By LIAM HUTCHINSON, ELLA DEBEER AND JASMIN GALLEY-PAULUS

SEPEP NEWSLETTER TEAM)

S.E.P.E.P (Sport Education in Physical Education Program) is a
Rounders tournament completely organised by students every Friday
morning. The students decide the teams and their names, the matches
and organise the ladder.
On Friday 12th of October the 3-6s played their first game of
rounders. But first they got sorted into teams by the very talented
sports board.
Once the names of each team were decided, the roles within the teams
were decided, some of these were Captain, Vice-Captain and Coach.
The Coach in each team organises training once a week for their team
so they can work on their skills (pitching, batting, fielding and
running). To decide who was on the multiple boards in order for the
games to run smoothly, all the 3-6s voted who they thought would be
the best person for the job.
The role of the Sports Board is to create fair and even teams.
Those involved in this process are:
Jordyn W
Scarlett H
Amelia P
Lilly B
Aaron M
Fox S
Another vital role is ensuring that rules are clarified and any issues
are resolved, this is the responsibility of the Disputes Committee.
The following are part of the team:
Cooper A
Brodie W
Conner M
Rohan P
The Rules committee are involved in revising, creating and clarifying
the rules of S.E.P.E.P.
Saoirse D
Ewan W
Audrey N
Liam G
The Ladder Team are responsible for organising the weekly matches
and rearranging the ladder on a weekly basis. This team includes
- Jacob W
- Ashley F
During S.E.P.E.P students have learned and have improved their
leadership and communication skills. Each team will have the
opportunity to umpire and score matches ensuring all rules are
followed and everyone has a fair and fun game.
With a week’s break after a wash-out, we look forward to playing
next week!
WWW.WATSONIAHEIGHTSPS.VIC.GOV.AU
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Prep Minibeast Hunt Excursion
“Millipedes, beetles and scorpions, oh my!” Last week the Prep students had a blast
learning about our tiny animal friends at the Latrobe Wildlife Sanctuary. To complement
our Inquiry unit, Curiosity, the children explored the behaviour, anatomy and lifecycles
of a range of minibeasts in their natural habitats. We rocked and rolled logs to observe
and capture wood cockroaches, slaters and centipedes living underneath. Pulling apart a
Poa grass and seeing all of the communal creatures living within was much enjoyed! We
also classified aquatic minibeasts including dragonfly nymphs and boatmen to determine
their species and observe their locomotion. It’s safe to say, the children’s curiosity was
certainly sparked!
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A BIG THANK YOU FROM THE SPORT SHED
Hello lovely WHPS community,
I am just writing to say a VERY BIG THANKYOU to you all for your generous donations of the “Coles for Schools Vouchers”
We managed to pick up a wonderful pack of sporting equipment for our students at WHPS. I don’t know who is more excited though
myself or the kids about opening up a fresh box of new sporting equipment!
With all the equipment, I would love to let you know where your generosity has gone:
Class sets of netballs, soccer balls, basketballs, and footballs (junior and senior), which will extend our PE program allowing all
students to have the necessary equipment. This will enable more individual and one on one practice in extending their skills
knowledge.
·
Trampoline and stomp boards which will be a lovely addition to our PMP program, allowing our students to further develop their
coordination, timing and balance.
·
Fitness dice and poly dot fitness pads, which will allow us to be active any rainy day in the GP room or when it’s a bit too wet for
interschool sport.
I would also like to extend our thanks to our support staff member Kylie, who has kindly donated more tennis balls than I have ever
seen to our school, from her daughters tennis club.
What a special community we all belong to, I could not be more grateful for all of your support. Thankyou!
Amanda Macellari
Physical Education Teacher
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WHPS Trivia Night – Thank You!

I very big THANKYOU to all families who supported this years
Trivia Night.
We are excited to announce that it was a great success and with
the help of our amazing community we have raised
$6236 towards our new playground space.
Well Done!! to our back to back Trivia champions aptly named
Hall of Fame! They were too good for us all again and I hear they
are already talking about going for the 3peat next year.

WHPS Car Boot Sale – Saturday 24th Nov
Can You Lend a Hand on the BBQ/Bake Stall for 1hr?
WHPS will be a Polling Venue for the upcoming State Election on 24th of November and we have
lots of great fundraising things planned for the day, but we please need your help to run them.
We will have a sausage sizzle, bake stall, coffee cart (from 8am) and a car boot sale (from 9am1pm) to help raise funds for our new playground space.
Are you free to give up an hour to help our
great school anytime between 7am and 5pm?
Please log into Try Booking on the link below and lend a hand to support your child's great school.
If you can spare more than 1hr on the day then we would be so grateful if you could please sign
up for as long as you can. https://www.trybooking.com/ZHEZ

Diamond Village Food Swap this Saturday
Families are invited to tomorrow's local Food Swap at the Diamond Village Shopping
Centre this Saturday 10th November, 10am - 11am.
Held on the 2nd Saturday of each month near the Cruze Lounge cafe, the food swap is a
chance for locals to live more sustainably through the sharing of fresh garden and kitchen
produce.
Bring your excess home grown fruit, veggies, herbs, seeds, seedlings, eggs, worm castings,
jams or other produce to share, or just come, pick up some free produce and meet other like
minded people from our local area.
Further details at
http://localfoodconnect.org.au/event/diamond-village-food-swap/?instance_id=71893
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Staying Sun Smart at Outside School Hours Care
At Outside School Hours Care we love playing outside, whether it be sports, on the playground or even taking homework to the
fresh air. No matter which activity, when outside we always remember to stay sun smart.
Our Sun Smart policy complies with SunSmart Guidelines and ensure all children, educators and visitors are protected from
over-exposure to UV radiation while maintaining adequate vitamin D levels. Sensible sun protection does not put people at risk
of vitamin D deficiency.
Too much of the sun’s UV can cause sunburn, skin and eye damage and skin cancer. UV damage accumulated during
childhood and adolescence is strongly associated with an increased risk of skin cancer in later life.
To assist with staying sun smart this summer, children are also advised to wear their hats whenever playing outdoors. Additional
sun protection measures will be put in place if required.
To find out more about the Camp Australia OSHC program visit our website at www.campaustralia.com.au or call our friendly
Customer Care on 1300 105 343. The team are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (except National Public Holidays).
Have a wonderful day and don’t forget to stay sun smart.

We believe that school holidays should be fun, but also have positive learning outcomes too. With our upcoming Holiday Club, STEAM
Works, we have both of those covered!
Here are a few of the activities that we’re looking forward to:
Silly Science - Build It, Win It!- Solar Races
Book now. To find out when these activities are on during the school holidays and join in the fun, visit:
www.campaustralia.com.au/holidayclubs.
Or you can call our friendly Customer Care Team on 1300 105 343 - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
We look forward to seeing you and your family during the school holidays.
The Camp Australia Team
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