
Hello everyone and I hope you all enjoyed the recent weekend and perhaps took the
opportunity of travelling out of greater Melbourne and perhaps enjoyed some of your
extended family and friends.. We look forward to this weekend when we hope to hear
more from the Government about a further easing of restrictions and what this will
mean for the remaining weeks of term 4.
 
Firstly, WOW - $7.884M in funding for our school to redevelop our facilities.
Yesterday we welcomed the opportunity to receive a call from our local member Colin
Brooks, whom shared the great news with me. Colin has been a long time supporter
of our school and has continued to transparently communicate with me around the
local and broader issues facing the government and also the related funding
commitments over recent years. This wonderful announcement will be outlined in
Tuesday’s state budget. I thank Colin for his support and commitment to education.
No doubt this investment in infrastructure will benefit our students and those
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Michael Kent - PRINCIPAL 

REMINDER
STAGGERED FINISH

TIMES ARE STILL
ACTIVE

Prep-2  finish at
3.15pm

Grades 3-6 at 3.30pm

Upcoming
Events 

 to come but also have an immediate
positive impact our helping to
stimulate our economy and associated
workforces. At this early stage, we
don’t know exactly what this will entail
and how wide stretching this will be
but we will be maximising  the
opportunity to invest in our students
and community!  I will keep you
informed as things progress and
further details are known. This will
include information around
community consultation, timelines,
impacts and opportunities.

Fri Nov 27th  

   Mon Nov 30th

   Wed Dec 2nd

Fri Dec 4th

Mon Dec 7th

Tue Dec 8th 

Wed Dec 9th 

Fri 11th Dec

Wed Dec 16th

Fri Dec 18th

PREP BREAKFAST

GR 5 CAMP DEPART

GR 5 CAMP RETURNS
GR 6 CAMP DEPART
GR 1 DINNER

GR 6 CAMP RETURNS 

GR 2 CAMP DEPARTS

GR 2 CAMP RETURNS

GR P-2 FUN DAY
GR 6 FUN DAY

GR 3/4 CAMP DAY

GR 6 GRADUATION
GR 3-6 FUN DAY

FINAL DAY FOR 2020
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We have credited camps where appropriate
For Year Prep and Year 1; the camp costs have been incorporated into the ‘school activities’ section of the statements.
For Year 3/4 the camp costs are amended as this
won’t occur this year. However, we are planning a modified school based experience that will incur a reduced cost
Again, this is incorporated in the ‘school activities’ section of the statements.
Year 2 and Year 5/6 camps are going ahead as planned, accordingly the costs are included in your statements.
For all families, the ‘school excursions’ section is also reduced due to the reduced amount of activities conducted this
year.
Please note that swimming and sport levies are also credited/amended accordingly for all year levels.
Essential items have been reduced due to the modified requirements for 2020. Please note that we have incurred some

Events and Activities 
As you know there are still restrictions in place for some school activities and events. These may well be reviewed in coming
weeks as we await further announcements from the Government and Department. However, we are excited to know that
our camping program can continue as per our normal bookings. Meaning that our Year 5/6 students and our Year 2
students can attend their camps. Documentation has been sent home to these respective year levels and we ask that you
return the appropriate permissions etc.. asap to support our planning processes. Similarly, we are happy to be able to
conduct our Prep breakfast and Year 1 Dinner in coming weeks. We are planning to host an onsite camp style experience
for our year 3/4 students as their offsite camp day has unfortunately already passed.
 
2020 School Fees
This week you will have received a family fee statement outlining the 2020 school fees and indicating some credits for
associated costs for this year. It sure has been quite extraordinary year and as a result we have amended the costs for
2020. Please note that there may be anomalies within these statements and if you have any questions, please contact me
or the office so we can clarify and rectify any discrepancies. We appreciate your patience as we attempt to make this
process as seamless as possible. A few points to note:

different resourcing costs to support students this year, but have not required the same amount of physical resources
during this year.

If you are an exiting family, we will reimburse you with any differences in what you’ve already paid vs incurred costs If you
are an existing family, we will apply any potential credits from this year to your school fees in 2021. Please note that this will
be automatically ‘rolled over’ to 2021.
You will have also received the 2021 school fee documentation. We ask that you complete this paperwork and return to
the school by December 10th. This does not need to include payments at this stage, but simply returning the
documentation will allow us to prepare for the 2021 school year in establishing your family accounts for next year.

Remembrance Day 
The school took the proud opportunity of observing 
the recent Remembrance day acknowledgements in 
reciting the Ode to Remembrance, observing one 
minute of silence and listening to The Last Post. 
Students and staff also took the opportunity to focus 
some attention on our men and women who have 
served and continue to serve our great nation so admirably. Once of our Year 2 students, Lucas penned some writing about
this special day.
Remembrance Day Poem 
It is Remembrance Day. We acknowledge and pay our respects to those who fought for this wonderful country’s freedom.
They risked their lives to protect us. Our country. The great things in our country. These were the ANZAC’s. Many of them
died. But here we are today. We come to remember them.
They shot with real not fake guns, and our country got bombed many times. It was hard in the war. Many got hurt and
wounded badly; Some were even brought as prisoners. It sure was a tough time.
Today is the day to remember. All day long.  Pretty much everyone in Australia will.
This is an important time when you think about it. 
We take one minutes silence to really focus and remember those that helped fight in the war. Even if you don’t know the
soldiers that died in the war, we still thank them for doing this for our country. To protect it.
We thank  them for their bravery. They were extremely brave stepping up to fight, not for themselves, but for us.
LEST WE FORGET.  As we say one last time to all those brave people that participated in the war…
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
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NAIDOC week
We have also recently enjoyed the NAIDOC celebrations at school. It was wonderful to have two of our amazing students;
Madison and Sky share the welcome to country and lead our NAIDOC assembly last week. In the library and across our
classrooms students enjoyed the opportunity to learn more about the amazing indigenous culture and understand the
theme: Always Was, Always Will Be.
The theme acknowledges that this nation’s story didn’t begin with documented European contact; that First Nations people
have occupied and cared for this continent for over 65,000 years and are spiritually and culturally connected to this country.
Students have been and will continue to be immersed in acknowledging and celebrating in this week.

Kate Fisher - Canteen
It is with sadness that I share the news that Kate Fisher will be leaving our school at the end of the year. Kate is pursuing
other career options. This is very exciting for her and we are delighted that Kate will be enjoying some further study and
opportunities in a different field of work. However, we are sad to lose her from the staff team. Kate has been fantastic for our
canteen provisions (including special food days, catering, fetes, fun days/night, parent nights etc..) 
We will miss Kate very much and I thank her for her support and hard work over her time at the school. Between now and the
end of the year we will be sourcing a replacement for Kate.
 
2021 
If you are planning on departing WHPS for any reason in 2021, please contact me asap so that places can be offered to those
on enrolment waiting lists.
2021 planning is well underway. Please note that any requests for grade placements are to be emailed to me directly. Please
refrain from contacting classroom teachers in regard to this. All requests will be directed to me. Please also be aware that this
process is for special considerations, not to request certain teachers.
 
Transition
As we look ahead to next year we are very mindful to ensure a smooth and supported transition for students as they
move on to their next year level. As a part of this process we will be having a few transition sessions in coming weeks (the first
this week). During these sessions, students will be mixed up into different groups to simulate 2021 classes. These groups are
not necessarily the class group for next year, but more an opportunity for children to prepare for the ensuing change and
also to get to know some students from different classes and year levels. The teacher whom takes these groups is NOT the
teacher of this year level or class in 2021.
We take this opportunity as a staff to spread around and take different groups of students. In the coming weeks we will be
able to finalise the grade lists and also confirm the teachers that will be teaching each class.
I remind any parents whom have any special requests or circumstances for consideration to email me directly.

Prep Transitions
This week, we welcomed our 2021 Prep students for their second transition session for the year. In small groups, the
students enjoyed opportunity to familiarise themselves with the school, the classrooms, the staff and their peers. We look
forward to providing further opportunities in coming weeks. Hopefully we will be allowed to offer these in larger groups as
the term unfolds.  We have also provided a virtual Prep Information Night via pre-recorded videos.
 
Photos
We had a successful school photo day this week and we expect these to be delivered to parents prior to the end of the year.

OHSC 
Our Out of Hours School Care provider, TheirCare will this year be offering full day care on Monday 21 December. Our school
year concludes on Friday December 18 however TheirCare are extending their care to the following Monday 21 December for
any families whom may find this opportunity helpful. We will also be offering a school holiday from that will commence in mid
January. Further details about this program will be shared asap.

Sunsmart
In line with our Sunsmart policy, for the remainder of the year all students are required to wear their hats when at school for
all outside activities. Don’t forget our uniform can be purchased from PSW. The South Morang store is now open or you can
place an online order for delivery or pick-up.



Complaints Policy
Asthma Policy
Anaphylaxis Policy
Camps and Excursions Policy
Digital technologies Policy

School Council
Thank-you for the feedback on the following policies and we will look to make appropriate changes and ratify at the next school
council meeting. Policies for ratification:

Camps
We are excited to offer the camping program to our Prep, Year 1, Year 2 and 5/6 cohorts.  The year 3/4 group will enjoy a
modified school based program that we will confirm in with you soon. 
The Prep will enjoy a breakfast at school on Friday 27th November.  
The year 1 students will enjoy their dinner at school on Wednesday 2nd December. 
The year 2 students will enjoy their overnight camp at Bacchus March on Monday 7th – Tuesday 8th December.  
The 3/4 students will enjoy their school based camp day on Friday 11th December. 
The 5/6 students will enjoy their camp experience at Angelsea seperately. Year 5 students will depart on Monday 30th
November  and return on.Wednesday 2nd December. Year 6 students depart on Wednesday 2nd December and return
Friday 4th December.

I hope you have a great weekend!!
 
Regards,
Michael
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Sepep
G R A D E S  3 - 6

Playin
g

The 3 to 6s have been playing SEPEP for a
few weeks now, it has been going really well.
Everyone is giving it a go which is amazing!
All the kids have been showing our STRIVE
values which is what SEPEP is all about!
Congratulations for all the teams that have
given it their all over the last few weeks! We
wish we could name all the kids but there
are just too many!
Thank you for reading the SEPEP wrap up
this week!Amelia Cunningham and Bella
Clarke



 Hello everyone. The school has been a very busy place over the past few weeks with activities around NAIDOC
week, Remembrance Day and events such as school photos. As the number of double donut days rack up and
some restrictions have been eased, our staff have been working hard to cram as many allowable activities into
the remainder of the term as possible, whilst still maintaining a strong learning focus. It is our hope that this will
enrich the schooling experience as much as possible in what has been a very challenging year. 

It is in this spirit that we are busily pulling together the arrangements required to conduct the Year 2 and the 5/6
Camp in the coming weeks after these restrictions were eased. Parents of students in these year levels, please
keep an eye out for any communications coming home and return required information as soon as possible to
assist these camp arrangements to be made. 

Speaking of enriching the school experience, we also strive to do this through creating a vibrant and colourful
school environment. Over the past week we have added a fantastic new art mural to the side of the Dance Hall.
This large mural measures approximately 7 X 2.5 metres and is inspired by the classic picture storybook Where
The Forest Meets The Sea by Jeanie Baker. This amazing art was created for the school by Viv Degran who
many of our community will recall worked at the school previously as a student aide. This new mural will
complement the Roald Dahl mural near the BER that was also created by Viv a couple of years ago.
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1:1 iPad Program:
As the year draws on, I thought it was worth reminding our year 2 parents about our 1:1 iPad program for
students in years 3-6. The school has distributed handbook information about this program a number of
weeks ago and we aim to provide more information via video in the days ahead. Whilst parents are welcome
to use an existing family iPad or to source a new iPad from any supplier, the school has an online portal
relationship with JB HiFi where we believe the prices are very competitive. This is established by the school to
provide an easy and cost effective method of purchase. Parents of students in other year levels are welcome
to purchase through this portal if they are in the market for a new iPad. Details of the online portal can be
found in the following pages. Parents are welcome to make contact with myself should you have any
questions about the program.

Glenice St Parking:
The school is very mindful that our parking options in the immediate area adjacent to the school are limited.
We appreciate those that take up the option to walk, ride or scoot their way to school or those that park a
little further away and walk a short distance to meet their children. This assists the congestion levels around
the school. We understand that the council has recently made some changes to the parking arrangements in
Glenice St with parking limited to one side of the street. We have been notified that parking inspectors are
likely to be patrolling this area in the coming weeks.  

Transitions:
Our school is ramping up our transition processes both for those students entering or graduating from the
school. Our 2021 incoming preps have been invited in small groups to visit the school and spend some time
with our current prep teachers becoming familiar with the school environment and each other. Our year 6
students are also having contact with their secondary schools. For some of these schools this still can’t be
facilitated on site at this point but other transition activities are taking place. Our staff are also liaising with
local kinders and secondary schools to ensure these transitions are as smooth as possible for students.  

In addition to these external transitions the school has started the process of providing opportunities for
students to participate in mixed grouping activities across the next few weeks. These are not grade groups for
next year and teachers are randomly assigned to groups. It’s an opportunity for students to interact more
with students from other classes and to build new friendships in preparation for the transition of year levels
ahead.
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I know Michael has shared this information with the school community but I can’t let this opportunity go to
express how excited we are by the news that our school has secured $7.884 million dollars funding from
the state government to rebuild and modernise the school facilities! 

We have always worked hard to maintain our buildings and create as dynamic a learning environment as
possible, which is a challenge considering the school is approaching 60 years of age. This announcement is
very exciting as it will assist our school to create a physical environment that is modern, flexible, innovative
and collaborative, which will more closely reflect our teaching practice and the learning culture our
community has strived hard to create. Much more information to come in terms of timelines and design but
a very exciting development 



Great Cause:
The hirsute Mr Hannan has MO-tivated me in to join a great cause to raise funds and awareness around a
number of men’s health issues such as mental health, prostate cancer and testicular cancer. I have a personal
connection to this cause through my father. I’m sure just about everyone in our community has unfortunately
been touched in some way directly or through loved ones by these men’s health concerns. 

 As a result we have both signed up for Movember. For those interested and able to support this cause
donations can made and more information can be found at our school fundraising page at 
 https://au.movember.com/team/2397864 or on the QR code below.
 
I’m hoping to improve the current state of my mo across the month and I’ll keep you updated! 
If you are in a position to support this MO-mentous MO-vement we would appreciate it. I express my thanks
to Mr Hannon for launching this initiative within the school. 
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https://au.movember.com/team/2397864
https://au.movember.com/team/2397864


N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0

W W W . W A T S O N I A H E I G H T S P S . V I C . E D U . A U  

E M A I L - W A T S O N I A . H E I G H T S . P S @ E D U C A T I O N . V I C . G O V . A U  

School Refusal Workshop:
School refusal can be a challenging issue to deal with for families and schools. The school has received
information about a free upcoming webinar on the 25th Nov that aims to support families and
professionals that are supporting students who are school refusing or showing signs of struggling to get
to school. The session is conducted by Lisa Mckay-Brown from Melbourne University and Sonja Van
Buuren from Travancore School. Online registration is required for this event and bookings can be made
through the link below. A flyer about the workshop is also
attached.Bookings:https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/school-refusal-workshop-tickets-128442538089

A C R O S S  T H E  A P ' S  D E S K . . .
T O N Y  R Y A N  -  A S S I S T A N T  P R I N C I P A L
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

To Kate Sheridan in
Grade 5 for receiving
her trophy from the
Mental Health
Foundation Australia.
Kate won the ‘Best in
Victoria – Upper
Primary’ award for her
writing piece “My
Bubble”.
We are all very proud
of you Kate, keep up
the fantastic writing!



watsonia2021 



                                        What a wonderful NAIDOC Week we shared last week!
We all enjoyed the celebration of our country's amazing Indigenous history and culture and our
discussions about our community's First Peoples the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation, were
so wonderful to be part of. 
We were also very lucky to have two members of our community, sisters Madie and Sky, share details
of their Indigenous heritage with us while they performed the Acknowledgement of Country during
last Friday's assembly. 
Madie and Sky are decedents of the Yorta Yorta tribe who's Country is located near the Murray River
in North-Eastern Victoria. 
They are very proud of their heritage and were very excited to share it with our community.  

Can you help us build a Magic Garden for our Fairies and Gnomes?

The end of the year is fast approaching and we have started our process of making sure all books are
returned before we start our holidays.
Could I please ask you to assist your children with returning their outstanding library books over the
next week. 
They are able to return their books to their classroom Library tubs on any day of the week and they
do not need to wait until their next Library session. 
All students will receive a print-out of their borrowed items next week to assist you at home with the
Book Hunt!
Please do not hesitate to email me if you have any questions regarding items which appear of the list
kathryne.radcliffe@education.vic.gov.au
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NAIDOC WEEK

Library Book Returns

Our Craft Club meets on Mondays at lunchtime and our Library Leader Isabel is currently sharing
the beautiful Enid Blyton's Magic Faraway Tree and helping our little crafters build a Magic Garden
outside the Library for all our students to enjoy. 
Do you have any items at home which you could donate to our lovely Magic Garden? Isabel has
herself donated some beautiful Magic Garden items and we are also seeking donations of anything
which could help us make this space bright and vibrant for our Fairies and Gnomes!
A Magic Garden donation box will be positioned outside the Library door for all items and we can't
wait to share photos of our lovely garden when it is finished.



In wellbeing this term, the 3/4 students
have learnt about different coping
strategies to deal with change. This
was particularly relevant due to the
nature of the school year and the mix
of remote and onsite learning. 
Students also worked on recognising
and understanding their emotions and
solving problems in social situations.
We have had some exciting
experiences in Wellbeing this term,
with a visit from a local police officer,
who talked to the kids about the
importance of being safe online. 

We also celebrated kindness week by discussing
ways to spread kindness and enjoyed creating
cards to gift to people in our community. In
addition to this, students have continued with
their daily mindfulness practices.
We are looking forward to this Friday, when we
will be celebrating the National Day of Action
against Bullying and making a pledge to be an
upstander against bullying
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G R A D E  3 / 4  F O C U S  O N  



*Prep N -  Riley 
*Prep M - Winne
*Prep R -   Tori  
*Prep G - Sienna
*1D -  Samantha  
*1M -  Phoenix
*1R - Tori
*2T - Isabel
*2HT - Lucinda
*2M - Anthony
*34A -  Holly  
*3/4D -  Maddy
*3/4G -  Sarah
*3/4M -  Cassidy
*3/4K - Kyal
*56J - Ryder
*5/6H - Darren
*5/6L - Lachie

Specialists:
*Mandarin -  Ashton 1R
*PE - Charlie 56J
 *Library - Madie 56A &
Sky 34M
*Music - Lola PR

 *Prep G - Emerson
*Prep N -  Holly
*Prep M -  Otis
*Prep R - Tilly
*1M - Aliki
*1D - Lucy
*1R - Isobel
*2T - Mason
*2M - Ava
*3/4A - Whole class
*3/4D - Zac
*3/4M -  Whole class
*3/4K -  Max 
*34G - Sarah
*56J - Abby
*5/6H - Cian
*5/6L - Charlie

Specialists: 
*Science -  Maggie 5/6A
*Music -  Kosta Prep M
*PE -  Quade 3/4K
*Mandarin -  Romana 5/6A

S t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  W e e k
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Well done to all of our superstars!

W E E K  7

W E E K  6

W E E K  6

W E E K  7



SCIENCESCIENCESCIENCE
MRS MACDONALD + MRS CORDWELLMRS MACDONALD + MRS CORDWELLMRS MACDONALD + MRS CORDWELL. 

IScience Club started with a BOOM, CRASH and BANG!Our keen scientists learned about
volcanoes for our very first Science Club meeting and conducted the classic bicarb soda
and vinegar experiment, creating some excellent volcanic explosions! Keeping with the
theme of major geological events, in our second meeting we discovered more about
earthquakes and conducted an earthquake simulator competition. 
Each team had to construct a block tower more than 50cm in height and these were then
put to the test on our earthquake simulator. Our winning tower was 85cm tall and
withstood 15.65 seconds on the simulator. 
This week we switched our attention to extreme weather events and in particular cyclones,
with the team building vortex makers and taking turns to see if we could knock over a
tower of plastic cups with the swirling air we created! Science Club runs each Wednesday
after lunch eating time with the assistance of our Science Leaders Lily and Matthias. The
final Science Club for 2020 will run on Wednesday the 2nd of December but will be back in
2021!
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