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Welcome back to the first week of term 2.
I hope you have all thoroughly enjoyed the recent school holiday and previous Easter weekend.
I am excited to be back at school and looking ahead to all the wonderful opportunities that we have planned for
our great school this term.
Staff have been working hard to plan and implement a highly engaging curriculum that has commenced this
week. The year 3/4 students enjoyed their visit to the Food Bank this week. This helped to broaden the
perspective of community service and the impact on those involved as organisers, volunteers and recipients.
The school was also immersed in a wonderful incursion this week that focussed on developing the concept of
resiliency, teamwork and effective positive social skills. This provided an engaging approach as students explored
their individual and collective skills in this area. It also provided a great catalyst for further exploration within each
classroom and will help to support on our ongoing commitment to each child’s development. Not just
academically; but socially, emotionally and behaviourally. We are focussed on supporting the mental health and
wellbeing of all students and continue to focus on developing a growth mindset that supports a positive selfimage.
Change of Assembly time
As of week 3 we will be changing our assembly time to each Friday at 3pm. This will commence on May 4th.
Therefore our final Monday assembly will be next week on Monday 23rd April. This will maximise our learning
time so students can report straight to their grades on a Monday morning.
Friday assemblies will take place in the same location and on conclusion from the assembly students will return to
their classes for dismissal.
ANZAC Day
A reminder that Tuesday 25th April marks ANZAC day commemoration. This is a significant event on the Australian
calendar and we take time to respect and value the wonderful contribution made by our diggers. If you haven’t
had the chance to participate in a dawn service, I encourage you and your family to become involved in this
moving and important tribute. Lest we forget! It’s important that all Australians remember and acknowledge the
sacrifice and history of the ANZAC.
Wednesday 25th April is a public holiday and hence school will be closed.
The school will be holding a short service at 3.15pm on Tuesday 24th April at the assembly area. The school will
also be conducting a special planting of a Gallipoli Oak during the day and students will be focusing their learning
on the history, legend and spirit of the ANZAC.
Prep Parent Session
On Tuesday the 24th of April at 9am the Prep Teachers will be running a session for Prep parents to learn about
the strategies we use to teach Reading and Maths. This is a great session for you to find out how you can help
your children with their readers and for you to understand the terms that the children may be using when talking
about their strategies. We will also explain how we use Numicon in our maths classes. The session will be in the
staff room and it will finish at 10am. Please let your classroom teacher know ASAP if you are coming along.
Winter Sport
Upper school students have been training and practising for the upcoming winter sport fixture of our inter school
sports program. The sports that are played this term are: football, soccer, netball and softball. Please see the
term 2 fixture attached to this newsletter. Hopefully you are able to spare a few minutes to come along and
support our sports stars during the term. All sport games are played on Fridays 9.30-11am.

The Learning Pit
The Learning Pit is a school-wide approach that has proven to be a fantastic
reference to talk about the challenges of learning. The heart of this ensures that in every lesson, each student is in
“in the pit”. This allows students to engage with their learning, while simultaneously enjoying the journey of
overcoming learning challenges. The following link will take you to a great video that will explain how this works.
https://vimeo.com/128462566
Inquiry Learning focus
This term the school embarks on an inquiry learning focus fostering the concept of Social Justice. This will allow
students to explore their understandings and develop new connections centred around this focus. To develop
students’ gratefulness and empathy is a valuable life lesson. Further details around the scaffolded approach to
building this knowledge will be outlined in the team newsletters coming home next week.
Life Education
From Friday 4th May – Friday 11th May all students will be involved in our Life Education program. This is
supported and facilitate by Life Education Victoria. https://www.lifeeducation.org.au
This is a fantastic program and builds students understanding of health related topics. WHPS staff also attend
these sessions and facilitate pre and post session learning activities within the classroom.
The cost of this incursion is incorporated into our 2018 school fee structure.
Hats required
A reminder that our Sunsmart policy requires students to continue wearing their hats whilst outside until the end
of April.
Preps for 2019
Although it’s early in the school year we have already taken many enrolments for 2019. If any parents have
siblings whom are enrolling for next year, please forward these to the office asap. As a part of our transition
program, in term 2 we will be inviting our local kinder children to enjoy a ‘WHPS School Experience’. There are
also many play dates schedule for terms 2 and 3 to support our Transition program.
Team newsletters next week
Next week you will receive a newsletter from each of the learning teams. This will outline the term ahead and the
related teaching foci and team happenings.
School Hours
Parents need to be aware that the school grounds are unsupervised prior to 8.45am. Parents are asked not to
leave their children unattended prior to this time. Students who arrive at school prior to 8.30am will be directed
to before school care and similarly students still at school after 3.45pm will be sent to the office prior to be
directed to after school care.
Arriving/Leaving School
A reminder that students arriving late must be signed into the school via the office and any students leaving early
are to be also signed out of the school. Parents are then required to take early leave passes to classrooms to
collect their children. Parents and guardians are the ONLY people to sign students in and out of the school.
Students are not allowed to do this nor is this legally acceptable.
Every day counts – school attendance
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with
students coming to school each and every day.
Missing school can have a major impact on a child’s future – a student missing one day a fortnight will miss four
full weeks by the end of the year. By Year 10 they’ll have missed more than a year of school.
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect
their educational outcomes.
Coming to school every day is vital, but if for any reason your child must miss school, there are things we can do
together to ensure they don’t fall behind:
Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up.
For any extended break from school, develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child
completes the plan.
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as
possible.
If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we can work
together to get your child to school every day.

Staff Carpark
Parents are asked not to park in the staff carpark. This is still an issue that must be avoided.
We are also having some problems with congestion in and around the school. Unfortunately we don’t have great
parking facilities however, this can be improved through everyone’s awareness, consideration and patience.
Promoting a healthy lifestyle it would be great to have more students walking or riding to school. Even if you need
to drive to school you could park a few streets away and walk the remainder of the journey.
I have been informed that the council will be active in issuing infringement notices in coming weeks.
On a similar topic, thank-you to everyone for reverse parking in the visitors carpark.
Headlice
Please be aware that we have had a few recent cases of headlice at the school. I urge you to regularly check your
child’s hair and if noticed please treat accordingly prior to sending your child back to school. The only way to
reduce the impact of headlice across the school is for all parents be vigilant in checking and appropriately treating
each case. Thanks for your support to manage this issue in our school.
Wishing you a wonderful weekend ahead.
Warmest regards,
Michael

We thank some of the many companies whom so
generously supported our Twilight Fete!

Bundoora
WAYNE HUTCHINSON

Eltham

Greensborough

Across the AP’s Desk…
Welcome Back
A big welcome back to everyone to Term 2! I’ve really enjoyed hearing from our students about all the cool things
they have been doing with their families over the holiday period. It’s been noticeable how positive and refreshed
everyone has been, which is a great preparation for a busy term ahead.
ANZAC Day
We celebrate ANZAC day next Wednesday the 25th. This is a public holiday and a pupil free day from school.
ANZAC day is an important day in our national calendar and deep rooted in the fabric of our national identity. It is
a great opportunity to pay our respects, teach our next generation about the enormous sacrifices that have been
made by our servicemen/women and appreciate the amazing country in which we live. I’m looking forward to
taking my family along to a local memorial service and hope many others in our community take the same
opportunity.
Our school is also planning a school based ceremony on Tuesday to pay our respects. We were recently fortunate
enough to receive a tree through the Gallipoli Oaks Project. This project is aiming to provide Victorian Primary
Schools with offspring of the acorns that were sent home from Gallipoli by Captain Winter William Cooke to his
family and planted in Victoria in 1916. The school is planning a planting ceremony and will erect a
commemorative plaque as a permanent reminder.
Resilience and Wellbeing Incursion:
Our students were lucky enough to commence this term with an incursion on Tuesday that focused on respecting
others, developing resilience and working positively with others. This was an interactive presentation involving
students participating in games and activities. I’m sure this experience was a positive one for students and
supports our strong focus on our school STRIVE values.
3/4 Excursion
Our 3/4 students have had a busy start to the term. In addition to the incursion mentioned above, they were
lucky enough to attend a local walking excursion to the Food Share in Greensborough as part of their Term 2 Unit
on Social Justice. At this excursion students learned about how the Food Share operates and saw firsthand the
vital role volunteers play in supporting great community programs such as this. Congratulations to the 3/4 Team
of teachers for arranging such a powerful learning experience!
Prep Outdoor Learning
Our school is always looking for opportunities to improve the
learning facilities for our students and create dynamic learning
spaces. One addition over the school holidays has been painted
learning grids outside Prep G and Prep C. These grids provide an
outdoor learning space where our Prep teachers and students can
explore activities and play games to extend their understanding of
number, letters and patterns etc. I’m sure these will prove to be a
positive addition to the school.
Continue to be Sun Smart!
A reminder that our Sun Smart period extends into Term 2 until the end of April. Students are required to wear an
appropriate hat in outdoor spaces until May. Start of term can be a good opportunity to check all student items,
especially clothes are clearly labelled with a name. It’s a shame how many items are found with no name, making
it difficult to find the correct owner. Parents may wish to check our Lost Property cupboard near the office if your
child has lost an item at school.
Interschool Sport:
Our Winter Interschool Sport begins next Friday the 27th at home against St Mary’s. Parents and family members
are welcome to attend and support our teams. A copy of the Winter Sport Schedule is attached to this newsletter.
Our students have had a couple of opportunities to nominate for a squad in the sports of AFL, Soccer, Softball and
Netball. Squads will be announced shortly. We wish all our teams the best of luck for the term.
Have a great weekend everyone.
Lest We Forget.
Tony

Whole-school Wellbeing Incursion
On Tuesday, Adrian from ‘The Blueprint Initiative’ came to WHPS to talk to us about the importance of
respect, and how to work together as a team to achieve a goal. We learnt a tool called ‘the blueprint
triangle’ which can help us in all types of situations.

Adrian incorporated humour with fun activities that helped us learn resilience tools we can use in and out
of the classroom. Each activity showed us how hard it is to reach our goals if we don’t physically do
anything to work towards our goal, and if we don’t work as a team by talking, listening and trusting each
other. One of the trickiest activities was when we had to hold hands with a partner sitting on the floor, and
try and stand up together without touching the ground! It was even harder when we took out some of the
blueprint triangle aspects and couldn’t talk to our partner or help them up with our hands! Here are some
of our preppies having a go, and some of their amazing reflection writing about the incursion:

April

Tuesday 24th – Prep Parents Literacy and Numeracy Session
Tuesday 24th – Schoolastic Book Club Orders Close
Tuesday 24th – WHPS ANZAC Service – 3.15pm
Wednesday 25th – ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Friday 27th – Inter School Sport – Home V’s St Mary’s
May
Wednesday 2nd – Term 2 Chess Club Begins – Wednesday’s at Lunchtime in the Library
Friday 4th – Thursday 10th – Life Ed Van at WHPS
Friday 4th – Inter School Sport – Home V’s Watsonia
Friday 11th – Inter School Sport – Away V’s Watsonia North
Friday 11th – Mothers Day Gift Incursion – Shhhhhhh..... It’s a surprise! J
Tuesday 15th – NAPLAN - Yr 3 & 5
Wednesday 16th – NAPLAN - Yr 3 & 5
Thursday 17th – NAPLAN - Yr 3 & 5
Friday 18th – Inter School Sport – Away V’s Norris Bank
Monday 21st – Friday 25th – Schoolastic Book Fair
Wednesday 23rd – WHPS Cross Country 3-6
Thursday 24th – Maths Parent Night 6.30 – 8pm
Friday 25th – Inter School Sport – Home V’s Streeton
Wednesday 30th – Yr 5/6 Reconciliation Week Excursion – Watsonia Library
Thursday 31st – District X-Country
June
Friday 1st – Inter School Sport – Home V’s Bundoora
Friday 8th – Inter School Sport – Home V’s Greensborough
Monday 11th – Queens Birthday Public Holiday
Wednesday 22th – Inter School Sport Finals

Term dates 2018:
Term 2: 16 April to 29 June
Term 3: 16 July to 21 September
Term 4: 8 October to 21 December

Winter Sport Fixture 2018
Round 1 Friday 27th April
Watsonia North v Streeton
Watsonia Heights v St Marys
Watsonia V Bundoora
Norris Bank v Greensboroug

Round 5 Friday 25th May
Watsonia Heights v Streeton
Greensborough v Bundoora
Watsonia North v St Marys
Watsonia v Norris Bank

Round 2 Friday 4th May
St Marys V Bundoora**
Watsonia Heights v Watsonia **
Greensborough v Watsonia North** Streeton
v Norris Bank **

Round 6 Friday 1st June
Streeton v Watsonia
Watsonia Heights V Bundoora
Greensborough v St. Marys
Norris Bank v Watsonia North

**Same home ground for soccer/ football/ softball

Round 3 Friday 11th May

Round 7 Friday 8th June

Streeton v Bundoora
Watsonia v Greensborough
Watsonia North v Watsonia Heights
St Mary’s v Norris Bank

St Marys v Streeton
Watsonia Heights v Greensborough
Watsonia v Watsonia North
Norris Bank v Bundoora

Round 4 Friday 18th May
Streeton v Greensborough
Watsonia North V Bundoora
St Marys v Watsonia
Norris Bank v Watsonia Heights

Friday 15th June. One round of make-up
games due to cancellation throughout
term. ( First wash out only)
Note: June 22nd has been allocated as
District Finals. Back up finals day
Wednesday 27th June, if needed.

VENUES 2018
•

Bundoora Primary School: Playing all games away in 2018.

•

Greensborough Primary School: Football played at War Memorial Oval, Soccer at Whatmaugh
Park, Netball, played at school grounds. Softball played at Whatmaugh Park.

•

Watsonia Primary School: Football at A.K lines. All other sports played at school ground. No
softball team in 2018?

•

Watsonia Heights Primary School: Football played at Central Oval, Glenice St. All other sports
played at school grounds.

•

Watsonia North Primary School: Football played at Binnak Park, Soccer at Warrawee Park or
Loyola College, Netball and Softball played at school grounds.

•

St. Mary’s Primary School: Football and Soccer played at Whatmaugh Park, all other sports
played at school grounds.

•

Streeton Primary School: Soccer played at Central Oval, Glenice St. All other sports played at
school grounds.

•

Norris Bank – Soccer and Netball played at school grounds. Softball played at Yulong Reserve
(No AFL team in 2018)

Winter Interschool Sports 2018
Dear Parent,
Your child has been selected to participate in the Watsonia District Sport Association Winter Interschool Sport
Competition. Sport will be conducted on Friday Mornings 9.00am—11.00am The first game will be played on
th
Friday 27 April 2018 at WHPS against St Mary’s Primary School.
Children are required to wear the school sports top, black shorts or tracksuit pants and suitable shoes. The children
are encouraged to bring a water bottle to the games.
Parents are most welcome to come along and support the children, however parents are not allowed to coach
from the sidelines. A fixture for the Term is attached.
The children will be transported to and from the ‘Away’ venues by bus.
Children in the Football team will be walking to and from Central Oval (Glenise St.) for home matches under
teacher supervision.
th

Please complete forms and return by Wednesday 25 April 2018.
—————————————————————————————————————————————
SCHOOL COPY.

INTERSCHOOL SPORT 2018 WINTER COMPETITION

I hereby give permission for my child ________________________________ in Grade ________ to
attend/participate in the Watsonia District Interschool Sports.
I authorise the teacher in charge of the Excursion/Activity to consent, where it is impracticable to communicate
with me, to the child receiving such medical or surgical treatment as may be deemed necessary.
Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________
Name of Person to contact in an Emergency: _______________________________Tel No: __________________
——————————————————————————————————————————————

EXCURSION COPY.

INTERSCHOOL SPORT 2018 WINTER COMPETITION

I hereby give permission for my child ________________________________ in Grade ________ to
attend/participate in the Watsonia District Interschool Sports.
I authorise the teacher in charge of the Excursion/Activity to consent, where it is impracticable to communicate
with me, to the child receiving such medical or surgical treatment as may be deemed necessary.
Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________
Name of Person to contact in an Emergency: ____________________________ Tel No: __________________

=

Term 2 Sporting Activities and Events at WHPS
Event

Who is involved?

Week Number

Day/Date/Time

Location

SSV Division Netball State Trials

SSV website for more information about
who can compete
Needs to be approved by WHPS staff
3-6 students

Week 1

Thursday 19 April
Time: TBC

Macleod Netball Stadium

Week 1

Friday 18 April
Time: 9am-11am

SSV website for more information about
who can compete
Needs to be approved by WHPS staff
SSV website for more information about
who can compete
Needs to be approved by WHPS staff
SSV website for more information about
who can compete
Needs to be approved by WHPS staff
3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 2

Monday 23 April
Time: TBC

Week 2

Monday 24 April
Time: TBC

Week 2

Thursday 26 April
Time: TBC

Week 2

Friday 27 April
9am-11am

3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 3

Friday 4 May
9am-11am

3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 4

Friday 11 May
9am-11am

Winter Interschool Sport
Round 4
AWAY
Norris Bank PS vs Watsonia
Heights PS

3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 5

Friday 18 May
9am-11am

Watsonia Heights Cross Country

3-6 Students

Week 6

Winter Interschool Sport
Round 5
HOME
Watsonia Heights PS vs Streeton
PS
Watsonia Heights Cross Country
BACKUP DATE
District Cross Country

3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 6

Wednesday 23
May
th
Friday 25 May
9am-11am

3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 7

Selected Students 3-6

Week 7

Winter Interschool Sport
Round 6
HOME
Watsonia Heights PS vs
Bundoora PS

3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 8

nd

ISS WINTER TRY OUTS (2 Try
outs)
SSV Division Soccer State Trials
SSV Division AFL State Trials
SSV Division Basketball State
Trials
Winter Interschool Sport
Round 1
HOME
Watsonia Heights PS vs St Mary’s
PS
Winter Interschool Sport
Round 2
HOME
Watsonia Heights PS vs Watsonia
PS
Winter Interschool Sport
Round 3
AWAY
Watsonia North PS vs Watsonia
Heights PS

th

th

WHPS Primary School

rd

Banyule Flats Reserve

th

Beverly Road Oval, Heidelberg

th

Viewbank Primary School

th

Watsonia Heights Primary School
61 Henry Street Greensborough
AFL played at Central Oval, Glenice St

th

Watsonia Heights Primary School
61 Henry Street Greensborough
AFL played at Central Oval, Glenice St
NO SOFTBALL
NO MIXED NETBALL (B)
Watsonia North Primary School
16 Sharpes Rd, Watsonia North VIC 3087
Football played at Binnak Park, Soccer at
Warrawee Park or Loyola College, Netball and
Softball played at school grounds.
Norris Bank PS
146 Settlement Rd, Bundoora VIC 3083
Soccer and Netball played at school grounds
NO AFL TEAM
SOFTBALL PLAYED YULONG RESERVE
Central Oval, Glenice St

th

th

rd

th

Wednesday 30
May
st
Thursday 31 May
st

Friday 1 June
9am-11am

th

Winter Interschool Sport
Round 7
HOME
Watsonia Heights PS vs
Greensborough PS
Division Cross Country

3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 9

Friday 8 June
9am-11am

Selected 3-6 Students

Week 9

Winter MAKE UP GAME ROUND

3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 10

Regional Cross Country
Winter Interschool Sport
DISTRICT FINALS
Girls Soccer Round Robin (TBC)
Winter Interschool Sport
DISTRICT FINALS (BACKUP
DATE)

Selected 3-6 Students
3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 10
Week 10

Wednesday 13
June
th
Friday 15 June
9am-11am
th
Tuesday 19 June
nd
Friday 22 June

Selected students
3-6 Students Involved in ISS

Week 11
Week 11

th

th

Monday 25 June
th
Wednesday 27
June

Watsonia Heights Primary School
61 Henry Street Greensborough
AFL played at Central Oval, Glenice St
Central Oval, Glenice St
Banyule Flats, Somerset Drive, Viewbank
Watsonia Heights Primary School
61 Henry Street Greensborough
AFL played at Central Oval, Glenice St

Watsonia Heights Primary School
61 Henry Street Greensborough
AFL played at Central Oval, Glenice St
NO NETBALL MIXED (B)
Bundoora Park
????
Bundoora Park
????
?????
????

Welcome back to school – we hope you enjoyed your school holidays!
Updates to Flexible Booking Options
At Camp Australia we have been super busy over the Autumn break, between having a blast at our Aussie AllStars Holiday Clubs and finding ways that we can add more value for parents with our new Flexible Booking
Options. While we make improvements to the Flex-e-Care e-card, it will be removed from our purchase
options; we’ll bring it back when we are confident it can suit your needs.
We have updated our premium offering of the Gold Membership. This option has no late booking fees and
no cancelation fees up to 2 hours before the service. The minimum amount of bookings per year to pay the
permanent fee has been halved to 20 per year pro rata – so no need to lock in to one booking per week.

As we’re still in the Aussie All-Star spirit, we’re offering FREE upgrades to the Gold
Membership!
To upgrade from Silver to Gold, log on to your Parent Portal and follow the prompts before April 30.

See how we make kids smile
You are more than welcome to visit us in the program at any time. Meet the team and see how we make kids
smile every day.
We look forward to seeing you and your family soon.
From the Team at Camp Australia

Program Details
To find out more about our program, view fees and to register visit www.campaustralia.com.au and search
for your school.
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Transition to a Safe Climate:

Ian Dunlop on
Emergency action in the
face of Climate Change
Think Global: a leading climate
expert and former senior
executive in the international oil,
gas and coal industry will set the
scene.
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Saturday 5 May 9am – 5.30pm:

Act Local: like to do something concrete
with others to tackle climate change? A
full day workshop to develop big ideas for
community projects in Banyule.
Parents: we encourage you to attend - art program for
school-age children and child care for under school age
children – limited places, book early.

& 6

Bookings essential at https://www.trybooking.com/TYIN
Full conference $25, or Fri $15 per person.
Enquiries: info@transitionbanyule.org.au or Mary on 0431 026 723
Sponsored/organised by:

y

Supported by a Banyule City Council Environmental Sustainability Grant

