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Hi everyone and welcome to the latest linkletter. I trust that your children are continuing to enjoy all that the
school has to offer.
Our Prep students are coming to the end of their first month of school and we will welcome them as full time
students as of next week. Congratulations to all of our Preps for their wonderful to start to life at school.
Fete only 14 days to go!!!!
There are many ways you are able to help in both the lead up and on the day of the Twilight Fete and we would
be so grateful for any assistance, great or small that you are able to give.
Donations – All stalls have items that they are sourcing in the lead up to and for the day. A full list of each stalls
needs will go out to families in the next edition of the Fete Newsletter this coming Monday.
Sign up to help – Thankyou to all the parents who have already logged on to Try Booking and registered to help
on Fete day. We still have many places to fill and we won't be able to do it without your help on the day. Please
sign up to Try Booking on the link below and lend a hand to support your child's class stall. If you can spare more
than 2hrs on the day then we would be so grateful if you can also lend a hand in any other areas that need
assistance. https://www.trybooking.com/UCPS
Our Facebook page – Please share our Facebook event with as many people as you can and help us spread the
word about how AMAZING our Fete will be.
Wristbands – log on to Try Booking at the following link to pre-purchase your unlimited ride wristbands for the
day. Please feel free to forward this link on to your family and friends so that they can save money on the prepurchase price. Please see the Try Booking webpage for all the Terms and Conditions of the rides and the delivery
date of the wristbands. https://www.trybooking.com/UCTL
As you know we have some wonderful programs being offered at WHPS this year. Some of those being offered
include:
 Chinese languages classes (Mandarin)
 Science program
 Health and physical education classes
 Art program
 Music classes
 Instrumental music classes
 Library program
 Discovery Learning program
Additionally we offer a range of lunchtime clubs and extra curricular activities for students to enjoy and engage in.
these include:
 Gardening club
 Social skills club
 Smiling Minds group
 Perceptual Motor Program for Preps
 Buddy program
 Interschool Sports Program
 Choir
 Dance and drama group
 Library clubs

 Junior School Council
 Mandarin club
 Knitting club
 Yoga club
 Lego and Puzzle club
Similarly, all of our educational support staff have done a wonderful job in setting individual learning programs to
support the WHPS children. We are very lucky to have such a dedicated and skilled team.
Therefore I ask that you support the staff and the learning focus across the school.
We have a very dedicated and committed staff whom are constantly working hard to provide our students with
wonderful learning opportunities. Whilst we encourage and welcome the ongoing communication with parents, I
ask that parents please try to keep all corridors and buildings clear during our pick up times. We value the
learning time that we have with your children and hope to maximize our day until 3.30pm. I ask you to please
wait for your children outside our buildings until the bell rings (not if it’s raining of course!). Similarly the start of
the school day is a vital time for teachers. We often have staff meetings and commitments occurring prior to 9am
and after school. Staff are committed to a weekly meeting schedule, of which Tuesday and Thursday straight
afterschool are designated meeting nights.
Therefore, if you require a meeting time please consider crucial teacher times and negotiate a mutual time with
your child’s teacher.
Labour Day
Please be reminded of the upcoming Labour Day holiday. School will not be open on Monday 12th March.
Students will not be required at school on this day.
Ride to school
Riding to school is a great way for students get some physical activity prior to the school day. Physical exercise is a
great pre-condition to learning. A reminder to any students riding to school that we have some very clear
requirements for students choosing to ride.
 All students must wear a helmet
 There is to be no riding of any vehicles in the school yard
 Bicycles and scooters are allowed to be ridden
 No skateboards allowed
 Parents are responsible their children’s safe travel to school
 All vehicles are to be parked in the storage area behind the dance hall
PATHS program
As previously shared, Paths lessons will be given to students in classes from Prep-Year 6, 2-3 times a week with a
focus on one or more particular skills. However, the skills learnt will be integrated into the learning environment
in the classroom throughout the day. During PATH’S time, students will be taught how to give and receive
compliments. Depending on the classroom organisation, a student may be chosen to be the PATH’S kid for the
day/week. All classes will perhaps have different ways of recognising the “PATHS KID” but the purpose and
expected outcome will be the same in all classes This student will be an important person in the class. Each
student in the class will have the opportunity to be the special person in the class. At the completion of this role,
students in the class will have the opportunity to give the PATH’S KID compliments.
We encourage you to share the compliments that are given to your student. To reinforce the special compliments
given:
1. We encourage families to take the opportunity to add to these compliments given.
2. Ask “Who was the PATHS Kid?” and allow the student to talk about the compliments that were given to
the particular student.
3. Discuss why the compliments were given.
Begin a compliment time in your home- after dinner, before bed. Compliments are sometimes not so easy to give
or to receive. Children’s self esteem and feelings of competence are vital for both their personal growth and their
educational success. Children who feel that they are respected and feel good about themselves are likely to learn
more and behave better in the classroom. Furthermore, if children feel good about themselves and about school,
they are more likely to be motivated and persistent in their schoolwork.

Staff Carpark
Parents are reminded to please not park in the staff carpark. This is still growing issue that needs to be avoided.
We are also having some problems with congestion in and around the school. Unfortunately we don’t have great
parking facilities however, this can be improved through everyone’s awareness, consideration and patience. I
have been informed that the council will be active in issuing infringement notices in coming weeks.
On a similar topic, thank-you to everyone for reverse parking in the visitors carpark.
Please be aware that on the visitors carpark entrance, I ask that you please refrain from parking on the right hand
side (when entering) as this is a footpath that supports all pedestrian traffic.
Additionally, please be aware of our neighbours and their rights to have their property and surrounds cared for
and unobstructed by vehicles and pedestrians. Please remind your children to respect the surrounding houses
and their gardens, driveways, entrances and living conditions.
Being aware of Potential Dangers
Schools are regularly informed of potential issues and dangers that surround our students when out of school
hours. Whilst we haven’t had any reported incidents, I remind everyone to be vigilant in considering your
awareness. As a school we are focussed on providing a safe and secure learning environment and our care
extends beyond the school grounds. Families are reminded of the regular need to continue educating our
students of issues such as being safe around our streets. This includes being aware of traffic dangers (using
crossings), stranger danger and being cyber safe.
Below are some helpful hints when considering what to tell your child about a stranger:
 Students need to know not to converse with unknown people.
 Tell your child not to listen to or be near a stranger–rather to move away or back inside.
 Tell your child to never ever go with a stranger–no matter what the stranger says.
 Tell your child that strangers may make up sad stories, like looking for a lost pet, needing help with a sick
child, or needing directions.
 Tell your child that a stranger should never be believed, no matter what they say.
 Tell your child that strangers may offer treats, gifts or lollies for 'helping'.
 Tell your child that you will never send a stranger to collect them. Make a list of the only, known people,
you would send to pick them up.
 Ensure your child know the routines of arriving and departing school safely and notify them of any
changes to the ‘normal’ arrangements
 Tell your child to go immediately back inside and ask someone they know if unsure.
 Practice makes perfect
Having explained 'stranger danger' or protective behaviour you might breathe a big sigh of relief. However, let's
not relax just yet. Research shows that kids often can quote what mum or dad said very well, but when placed in
the situation, they more often still give in.
At home, role play certain situations with your child, such as pretending mum is sick and that a new person needs
to take them home.
Role play or practise a variety of strategies or other scenarios.
Try a test in a safe environment at home, such as an unfamiliar friend at the front door trying to entice them
outside to look at a sick, cute rabbit.
Research shows that kids often 'forget' after a period of time. Thus a yearly family refresher course is very
worthwhile.
Active, protective behaviour
 Teach your child never to wander off or go out of sight.
 Teach your child to always walk with and stay with friends–to never go alone.
 Teach and practice saying NO loudly and repeatedly, if they are unsure.
 Teach your child to yell HELP, as loudly and repeatedly as possible, until they are heard. Predators hate
noise and attention.
 Teach your child to find a safe adult (a policeman or a mum with a stroller) or a safe spot (if they are
fearful) such as a school, shop or safety sign. However, don't tell your child that all uniforms are safe as
some predators may be wearing a uniform.
A healthy balance
 Assure your child that most adults are loving, caring and trustworthy.
 Discuss good, safe and friendly people in the world, to avoid fear of all adults.
 Remind your child of helpful adults, like firemen, teachers, police, doctors, etc.









Remind your child of 'good' adults in their world, who can be trusted.
Protect them from over exposure to graphic news stories.
Telling
Encourage your child to 'tell' if they even think they came across a stranger.
Encourage your child to 'tell' if they felt scared, unsure or uncomfortable ('yucky' with any adult).
Affirm that you will be happy and praise them for 'telling'–that they won't be in trouble.
Affirm that you will listen and believe them.

Basic protective safety for parents
 Always know where your children are.
 Keep your kids within your sight or supervision.
 Be alert to other people around you, but not paranoid.
 Be alert to Internet threats–research shows predators are increasingly luring more mature children
through the Internet, such as online, through forums, chat lines, and message systems.
 Always keep young children's computers within your vision (not in their bedrooms), and under your
supervision.
 Install a 'Net-Nanny' or Parental Control Software program on your computer.
 Teach your child to never ever give out personal or private information.
Hopefully this will help to promote discussion at home.
Coles Shop for your schools
A reminder to keep collecting your vouchers as this will help our school to gather resources that will support your
children.
Resources
As a school we have committed to providing additional resources that will continue to support your children and
enhance our curriculum provision. Among with many applications and programs we have invested in the use of
programs that can be utilized at home. Some of these include Reading Eggs, Mathletics, Essential Assessments
and Seesaw.
Swimming
What an amazing effort all our little swimmers put in at the recent district swimming sports. Watsonia Heights PS
picked up 3rd OVERALL and MOST IMPROVED SCHOOL in the district!!!
A reminder that the intensive swimming program had commenced at Yarra Swim School for our year 3-6 students
and the dates and times are listed below.
Mondays: (5th March, 19th March)
12pm-1pm 5R and 5/6E
1pm-2pm 3/4D and 3/4R
2pm-3pm 3/4M and 5/6M
Thursdays: (1st March, 8th March, 15th March, 22nd March)
12pm-1pm 3/4D and 3/4R
1pm-2pm 3/4M and 5/6M
2pm-3pm 5R and 5/6E
Growth Mindset
At WHPS we are focused on developing positive psychology within our students and this involves fostering a
positive mindset. Incorporated within this is the development of our learning culture around using the ‘Learning
Pit’ to promote a positive attitude to learning.

The Learning Pit fosters positive psychology around learning something new. As is the case with all new learning,
there is a resultant cognitive struggle to grapple with new concepts and the mindsets that lead/contribute to a
positive outlook and the best mindset for learning.
IF there isn’t a struggle, then we can presume that new learning isn’t evident but rather students are operating
within their comfort zone of knowledge. We encourage children to embrace the learning struggle and find new
ways, options, strategies and avenues to form new knowledge and understanding. This also promotes a culture of
learning and exploration that is challenging but enjoyable for students as they find their way with ongoing
opportunities to learn. This process culminates in students celebrating and sharing their new found insights in a
positive and collaborative way that fosters an increased level of self esteem and a celebration of self and
accomplishment.
The focus on the learning process and ‘Learning Pit’ promotes a growth mindset where we are focused on the
effort (which is one of our school values!) rather than the performance or achievement level. This fosters and
promotes an attitude to learning that students need to work to achieve their individual goals and by putting in the
effort, all students can succeed!
In 2018, we continue our work in ensuring that we are building a Growth Mindset in all our students.
Fixed Mindset
Students with a Fixed Mindset:
 believe they need to look smart at all times - particularly high achieving students
 believe intelligence is fixed; “You've either got it or you haven't"
 don’t take as many risks in their learning
 may hide/conceal deficiencies
Growth Mindset
Students with a Growth Mindset:
 believe that they can learn at all costs
 are engaged in a problem solving approach
 believe it’s “Not about who I am, it's about how I do it”
 they believe in effort and push beyond their comfort zone
As a result they work harder, increase effort and view failure as an opportunity to increase learning.
The difference between the Fixed and Growth Mindsets
Fixed Mindset
Challenges
Avoid
Obstacles
Give up easily

Growth Mindset
Embrace

Effort

See effort as the path to mastery

See effort as fruitless

Persist in the face of set backs

Learns from criticism
Criticism
Include negative feedback
Success of others
Feel threatened by
Learns from others
We must place importance on praising our students for their efforts, not their intelligence.
For example, “I’m really proud of how hard you’ve been working on your tables,” instead of “I’m really proud of
you for getting all of your tables correct.”
We must also recognise the power of the word ‘yet’. When our students want to give up easily we can use the
word ‘yet’. Look at the following two sentences:
“I can't do it,” verses, “I can't do it ‘yet’.” The word 'yet' instils hope and helps to build a.
Enjoy the weekend ahead!
Warm regards,
Michael

DLC Update
Thank you wonderful community for all the fantastic donations received in the Discovery Learning Centre.
Currently my boxes are overflowing, consequently donations are closed for the moment! Thank you everyone!
Catherine Trethowan
Discovery Learning Coordinator

Across the AP’s Desk:
Fete Preparations:
I know excitement is building amongst our students about our upcoming school fete on the 17th March. In
particular many kids I have spoken to are excited by the great rides that have been organised. This is an
important date on our school calendar that only comes around every two years. It is a vital fundraiser for
our school and assists us in providing great quality programs and resources that directly benefit our
students. Please ensure you support this event and encourage as many family and friends to come along
and enjoy a great day out as possible.
Our thanks also go to those parents / families that have already put their hand up to assist on the day or
donate goods. I believe the amount of community spirit in our school is what makes us unique. If you are
able to assist in any way but have yet to make contact with the school, please do so, as many hands make
light work!
Sports Stars:
Our students have made a positive start to the year on the sporting front under the expert tutelage of Miss
Macellari and our sports coaches. Our interschool sports teams have made a positive start and it was
exciting to hear that our school finished in third place overall in the District Swimming Carnival and won
the trophy for the most improved school. Go WHPS!
It was also fantastic to see that 20 of our students were so successful at the District Swimming Carnival
that they have progressed to Division level. These students will compete next Wednesday and travel by
bus from school to Northcote Aquatic and Recreation Centre. We wish all these competitors the best of
luck and are proud of their achievements to make it through to this high level of competition.
Intensive Swimming:
Some measure of our school’s success at District and Division level in swimming may be attributed to our
school’s commitment to our intensive swim programs. Our students in years 3-6 began their intensive
program yesterday and this will continue over the coming weeks on Monday’s and Thursdays. It sounds
as though the program got off to a positive start yesterday and we value the important life skills this
program promotes.
Safety Concern:
A recent safety concern that I have been addressing with our students is the number of bikes / scooters
that I have observed being ridden before or after school in the yard. Our school openly promotes the
benefits of physical exercise and I think it is great to see so many of our students choosing to travel to
school in a healthy manner. Despite this we need to be very mindful of the potential for serious injury
that may occur when this equipment is ridden in a populated pedestrian area particularly with blind
corners around buildings. If your child rides a bike or scooter to school, please take this opportunity to
remind them that they are to be strictly walked and not ridden when on the school grounds. I thank you
for your support on this issue.
Every Day Counts:
School attendance is vitally important for all students to get the most out of their education. There is an
expectation that all healthy students attend for the full school day, every day, unless there is a significant
reason for them to be away. On these occasions please promptly communicate the reason with the
classroom teacher. There is much research on the negative impact of students missing significant amounts
of school and the continuity of their learning. A growing concern is the number of students that are
regularly arriving late to school. This is disruptive to the class and has a negative impact on students
establishing a consistent morning routine in their classroom and the sharing of information etc. Please see
the attached information produced by the department of education on why every day counts!
Have a great weekend,
Tony
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Going to school every day is the single most
important part of your child’s education.
Students learn new things at school every day
– missing school puts them behind.
Why it’s important

What we can do

We all want our students to get a great
education, and the building blocks for
a great education begin with students
coming to s chool each and every day.

The main reasons for absence are:

If students miss school regularly, they miss
out on learning the fundamental skills that
will set them up for success in the later
years of school.
There is no safe number of days for missing
school – each day a s tudent misses
puts them behind, and can affect their
educational outcomes.
Each missed day is associated with
progressively lower achievement in
numeracy, writing and reading.

Getting in early
Attendance patterns are established
early – a child regularly missing days
in kindergarten or in the early years of
school will often continue to miss classes
in the later years, and receive lower test
scores than their classmates. It’s vital that
students go to school every day – even in
the early years of primary school.

Sickness –There are always times when
students need to miss school, such as when
they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re onlyaway
onthe days theyare genuinelysick, and
settinggood sleep patterns, eatingwell and
exercisingregularlycanmake a bigdifference.
It's vital that holidays are planned during
school holidays where possible, and not
during the term if it can be avoided.
“Day off” – Think twice before letting your
child have a “day off” as they could fall
behind their classmates – every day counts.
Truancy – This is when students choose
not to go to school without their parent’s
permission. There can be many reasons for
truancy. The best way to address this is for
schools and parents to work together.
If for any reason your child must miss
school, there are things you can do with
your school to ensure they don’t fall behind:
•

Speak with your classroom teacher and
ﬁnd out what work your child needs to
do to keep up.

Department of Education and Training

EVERY
DAY
COUNT S
Primary school attendance

•

Develop an absence learning plan with
your teacher and ensure your child
completes the plan.

Remember, everydaycounts. Ifyour
child must miss school, speakwith your
classroomteacher as earlyas possible.
Openlycommunicatingwith your child's
school about all absences is a good wayto
prevent attendance issues beingescalated
toa School Attendance Ofﬁcer. ASchool
Attendance Ofﬁcer is a Department of
Educationand EarlyChildhood Development
Regional Director whohas authorityto
followup attendance issues. Attendance
issues that are escalated canlead toan
Infringement Notice.
If you’re having attendance issues with your
child, please let your classroom teacher
know so we can work together to get your
child to school every day.
For more information and resources to help
address attendance issues, visit:
www.education.vic.gov.au/ school/ parents/
behaviour/ Pages/ studentattendance.aspx

Community Garden News
This week’s Garden Gurus were Prep C and 5R. Prep C had so much fun watering the garden with their
buddies in 5R! We took turns sharing the watering cans and our buddies explained all the different
things growing in the garden. We were lucky enough to pick some strawberries (which were
delicious!) and some snow peas!

Next week 5/6E and Prep M will be looking after the garden.

2018 Watsonia District Swimming
Carnival
The Watsonia District Swimming Carnival was a success for Watsonia Heights
Primary School! An amazing effort from our swimming army! 3rd Place overall and
finished with “Most Improved School in the District” for 2018! We had a blast and
Miss Massa couldn’t have been any happier with the effort our amazing
swimmers put in! Our swimmers left Watermarc all smiles, thanks to Miss Rancie
for making sure all the students didn’t miss their events and for the photos!
Watch out 2018! Watsonia Heights are here!

WHPS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

For Week beginning 19 Feb 2018
Sebastiano
Lucy

PM

Jenaya
Tara
Ben
Adelaide
Ella

PC

Reuben

1/2B

Adam
Taleb
Amy

1/2H
1/2C

For writing an excellent narrative with a fabulous opener, well done, you certainly keep your
readers engaged!
For always exhibiting a kind and caring attitude and being very thoughtful of other students
feeling
For working hard to create an amazing Big Write! Well done!

Ava

3/4D

solving problems by using teamwork. Well done Ava.

Heidi

3/4R

Alannah

3/4M

Archie

5R

contributing to classroom discussions and activities with enthusiasm and for quickly becoming
a friendly member of our school.
working really hard and demonstrating effort in all areas of her learning. Keep up the good
work Alannah.
For overcoming his fears and performing in the STIVE Live auditions.

Arin

5/6E

Julia (1B)

Mand
arin

Tyler (PC)

PG
1B

Visual
Arts

being an excellent team player and making sure everyone is included. Fantastic effort!
participating in class discussions with enthusiasm and respecting the ideas of others. Great
work Lucy!
always having a big smile on her face and a positive attitude to match! Well done Jenaya!
Being a great friend by including someone who had no one to play with. You are a star!
Having a positive attitude to your learning and always giving it a go.
Being kind and friendly to everyone in the class.
For always being respectful and kind to her teachers and peers.

For being a great role model and demonstrating classroom expectations to his buddy. Well
done Ari!
Putting in an outstanding effort to follow the correct stroke order when practising to write the
Chinese character for ‘gǒu 狗’ or dog! Well done!
Displaying such great concentration and effort during his Modelling Class

WHPS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

For Week beginning 26th Feb 2018
Mason
Phoebe

PM

Heath
Jonathon

PC

Leo
Rory
Kristian

PG

Tao

1/2B

Bella

1/2H

Jai

1/2C

For creating the most amazing counting patterns and continually challenging
yourself. Well done!
For always challenging herself across a range of learning areas and taking pride and
care with her work!
For displaying the school values in the classroom and playground. Awesome work!

Isabel

3/4D

For putting yourself in the Learning Pit in maths and showing a can do attitude.

Ramona

3/4R

Chayse
Heidi
Rohan
Tao (1/2B)

Shelby (PG)

1B

For staying focused and working hard during our phonics studies this week. Super
job Mason!
For being an excellent role model by listening actively and respecting her peers.
Magnificent Phoebe!
For always being kind to others and using the most beautiful manners. Well done
Heath!
For a fantastic piece of writing about the Mandarin room. You are a star Jono!
For always having a go by putting your hand up to answer tricky questions.
For keeping on trying when writing was hard and doing great work!
for challenging himself in maths to complete the extension skip counting work.

for ensuring that everyone in the classroom is happy and cared for. What a
fantastic start to a new school.
3/4M
For always giving 100% in class and demonstrating respect to his peers and
teachers at all times. Great work Chayse.
5R
For always putting in her best effort in class and for being a kind and caring class
memeber.
5/6E
For demonstrating our school value of Effort across all areas of learning.
Keep up the great work Rohan!
Mandarin For always listening and participating brilliantly in Mandarin classes. Well done on
being able to hear the different tones or sounds in Mandarin and pronouncing
them very accurately!
Visual Arts For her wonderful painting marks she created for her water-lily background, just
like Claude Monet

Meet our New JSC team

Congratulations to our JSC team for Semester 1 2018.
Front - L- R - Ivy, Evie and Asley
Middle - L -R - Mae, Leah, Bailey, Dakota, Callum, Millie and Lilly-Lee
Back - L-R – Lailiy Charlie, Lucy, Lylah, Kristy, Jasper, Ben, Liam and Molly
We know you will do an amazing job of representing your grade’s and upholding the STRIVE values. Go JSC!

WHPS 2018 Important Calendar Dates
March 2018
Friday 2nd – Inter-School Sports – Home v Greensborough
Monday 5th - Gr 3-6 Intensive Swimming – Yarra Swim School
Tuesday 6th – Gr 1/2 Body Investigators Incursion
Thursday 8th - Gr 3-6 Intensive Swimming – Yarra Swim School
Friday 9th - Inter-School Sports – away @ Watsonia North
Monday 12th - LABOUR DAY – Public Holiday – No School today!
Thursday 15th - Gr 3-6 Intensive Swimming – Yarra Swim School
Friday 16th - Home v Streeton
Saturday 17th – Twilight Fete Day is here!!!! – 2 – 8PM
Monday 19th - Gr 3-6 Intensive Swimming – Yarra Swim School
Thursday 22nd - Gr 3-6 Intensive Swimming – Yarra Swim School
Friday 23rd – Away @ Norris Bank
Saturday 24th – Bunnings BBQ Eltham – 8am to 4.30pm (Please email Kathryne if you can help)
Monday 26th – SCHOOL PHOTO DAY
Monday 26th – Special Lunch Day
Tuesday 27th – Gr3/4’s Start Smart Incursion
Wednesday 28th – Gr1/2’s Start Smart Incursion
Thursday 29th – Gr5/6’s Start Smart Incursion
Thursday 29th – Last Day of Term 1 – 1.30pm Finish
April 2018
Monday 16th – First day of Term 2

E
E
FR
Thursday 1st March 4 - 5pm @ Petrie Park
Wanting to know what all the fuss is about??
No experience necessary, so come along for a kick,
meet new friends & have some fun!! ALL WELCOME #girlsplaytoo
Any queries, please contact Leigh Strongman MJFC Youth Girls Coordinator
montyyouthgirls@gmail.com 0434 640 163

