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Welcome back
Welcome back to term 3. I hope you all enjoyed a restful break and took some time to re-charge the batteries and
stayed away from the winter chills!
This term promises to be another great ten weeks of fun and learning at WHPS!
Please be reminded of our whole school concert this term on Wednesday 15th August.
Also next week we will be conducting a Fun Maths Week at school, supported with our World of Maths incursion on
Monday and Tuesday. We will also be holding a fun Maths Night on Tuesday 31st July at 6.30pm! We ask all parents to
come along with their children and enjoy some maths fun!! Yep – maths can be FUN! Please see further details later in
the newsletter.
Next week you will receive a newsletter from your child’s teachers. These team newsletters will outline the term
ahead with key dates and curriculum foci.
Please check the term dates attached to the newsletter to keep you informed of a busy term ahead!
Student Attendance / Absence
At WHPS we place the utmost importance on student safety. In supporting this we are adopting the Department’s
focus on same day absence notifications.
This means that, together we can account for the whereabouts of all students at all times.
We need your support. Parents are responsible for notifying the school of all absences. We ask parents to enter any
absence on their child’s Compass page. This should be done as early as possible prior to an absence from school (even
the morning of an absence).
After calling the roll each day the school will be sending an SMS message to the parents of those students whom are
absent without explanation.
Parents are then asked to either update their Compass page to reflect the absence or contact the school immediately
if they are unaware of the absence.
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your
child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind.
In order for this system to work effectively, we need to have your most up to date contact details.
Linkletter survey
We are always looking for ways to connect effectively with you at home and providing ways to hear from you. Your
feedback is invaluable.
I ask that you take the time to complete our Linkletter and communications survey.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WHPS_LinkletterSurvey
2019
Planning for the 2019 school year has commenced. If you are planning on leaving the school next year, please let me
know as soon as possible. This will help to strategically plan for classes and programs next year.
PoS
WHPS is conducting our annual parent opinion survey (PoS) to seek your feedback about our school. Next week this
survey will be sent to a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an
understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and student engagement. Our school will
use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are
anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 23rd July to Sunday 26th August.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient
time on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.
If you are one of the parents selected, I urge you to take the time to complete the survey.

3 way conferences
A reminder of our Student Led Conferences next Wednesday 25th July.
Students are not required at school on this day but are obviously asked to attend for their conference time.
Please be aware of some upcoming dates for the start of term 3.
16th July – School term commences
23/24th July – World of Maths incursion – whole school
23rd July – 5/6 Incursion – Chinese Goldrush
24th July – Prep Bundoora Park excursion
25th July – NO SCHOOL – 3 Way Conferences
26th July – Year 3-6 Athletics Carnival @ Willinda Park
27th July – School Disco evening (after school)
Monday 30th – Grade 5/6 Sovereign Hill Excursion
Tuesday 31st – Prep Toys of the Past Incursion
Tuesday 31st – WHPS Maths Night – 6.30 – 7.30pm
Athletics @ Wilinda Park Thursday 26th July
The 3-6 House Athletics Day will be held at Willinda Park on Thursday 26th July. A back up day is scheduled
for Monday 6th August in the event of wet weather.
The children will be walking down to Willinda Park under teacher supervision. We will be departing school at 9:10 am
for a 9:30am arrival and returning to school by 3:30pm. The children will need to bring their bag with a snack, lunch,
water, appropriate footwear for running and possibly a raincoat.
The children are encouraged to wear their house colours on the day. In the event that your child is unable to compete
due to injury, please advise the school in writing.
If any parents with current Working with Children checks are able to help out on the day, it would be greatly
appreciated.
Please make contact with Amanda Macellari if you are able to assist. macellari.amanda.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
All parents are most welcome!
WHPS School Disco Friday 27th July
Don’t to forget to return your school disco permission slips by next Monday to the Office. You will find the permission
slip located in the newsletter.
If you are able to assist on the night please let the Community Links team know at communitylinks.whps@gmail.com

Cyber Safety and Gaming
As part of our ongoing curriculum focus and the use of ICT, we regularly remind children of the importance of being
cyber safe! This was a specific focus in this week’s library sessions. In the Library, classes discussed the importance of
Cyber Safety and also looking after our health and wellbeing when using tablets and devices.
As part of the conversation students discussed their internet usage and also their preference of video games. In light
of these conversations we would like to highlight a concern with 2 particular video games, Fortnite and Roblox which
are both rated ages 12+ by the Australian Classification Board.
As part of our Cyber Safety program we would like to provide parents with articles and consumer information
about these two games so that you are able to decide if they are suitable for your children.
Please see the web links below for more information on both video games and please do not hesitate to contact the
school if you would like to discuss our Cyber Safety program further.
https://thecybersafetylady.com.au/2017/06/is-roblox-safe-for-kids
https://thecybersafetylady.com.au/2018/04/fortnite-battle-royal-the-online-game-taking-the-gaming-world-by-storm
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-fortnite
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/game-reviews/fortnite
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-11/fortnite-is-addiction-really-a-thing/9981528
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-12/fortnite-what-is-it-how-can-i-play/9841640
https://www.news.com.au/technology/home-entertainment/gaming/gaming-disorder-to-be-an-official-mentalhealth-condition/news-story/cdfeff5ae01fda47603ae6f22ad152e2
Thank-you for your ongoing support and education of our digital learners.

Year 5 Leadership excursion
This week our year students attended a leadership day with Montmorency Secondary College. This was a highly
engaging and enjoyable experience where students were given the chance to work in groups and participate in some
personal challenge activities.
Cook’s Cottage
In support of inquiry focus on ‘Change’ our year 3/4 student this week attended and excursion to Captain Cook’s
Cottage. This we enjoyed by all the students and they learnt some interesting historical facts about Captain Cook. They
also incorporated some time at Fitzroy Gardens to look at native plants and sustainable horticulture.
Similarly, on Monday next week our year 5/6 students will participate in an incursion focusing on the Chinese Goldrush
era in Australian history.
Our Prep students will also be attending the Bundoora farm to explore early settlers and lifestyle. This will also help to
focus our students on the concept of change overt time.
On Monday 30th July, our year 5/6 students will support their learning via an excursion to Sovereign Hill.
On Tuesday 31st July, our year 1/2 students will participate in a Toy incursion that will allow students to examine the
changes in toys and create their own.
New Sport Uniform
From the commencement of the 2019 school year, students in years 3-6 whom participate in interschool sport will be
required to wear a new sports top.
This is available for all students to purchase and wear as of term 3, 2018.
Chocolate drive
Parents may opt to receive the chocolates, return them or donate the funds. All raised money will go towards
supporting our Discovery Learning.
Please keep selling your chocolates and return all monies and/or unused chocolates to the office. This fundraiser
concludes on July 20th.
Free Hearing tests
The Diamond Valley Lions Club, in conjunction with the University of Melbourne Audiology Clinic, has scheduled
hearing tests for children (3 1/2 to 6 yrs old) on Saturday 11th August, 2018
The hearing tests are free and will be held at Wattle Glen Primary School, Reynolds Rd, Wattle Glen.
Testing will commence at 8.45am and finish at 4pm.
Early detection of hearing loss is critical for the normal development of speech and language skills
Usually around 3% of children tested are found to have difficulties and are referred on to their GP for further
evaluation.
This is a free community service program that we are providing for children in the area. We are contacting the local
preschools and primary schools to reach the parents of children of an appropriate age. I hope that you will be able to
assist us with this. I will follow this email with a phone call, to discuss this with you.
Being aware of Potential Dangers
We had a recent report of a couple of young people being approached on the way home from Greensborough plaza.
Whilst this occurred in the holidays and the children were not associated with WHPS it provides a timely reminder to
be educating our children about safe.
Schools are regularly informed of potential issues and dangers that surround our students when out of school hours. I
remind everyone to be vigilant in considering your awareness. As a school we are focussed on providing a safe and
secure learning environment and our care extends beyond the school grounds. Families are reminded of the regular
need to continue educating our students of issues such as being safe around our streets. This includes being aware of
traffic dangers (using crossings), stranger danger and being cyber safe.
Below are some helpful hints when considering what to tell your child about a stranger:
 Students need to know not to converse with unknown people.
 Tell your child not to listen to or be near a stranger–rather to move away or back inside.
 Tell your child to never ever go with a stranger–no matter what the stranger says.
 Tell your child that strangers may make up sad stories, like looking for a lost pet, needing help with a sick child,
or needing directions.
 Tell your child that a stranger should never be believed, no matter what they say.
 Tell your child that strangers may offer treats, gifts or lollies for 'helping'.
 Tell your child that you will never send a stranger to collect them. Make a list of the only, known people, you
would send to pick them up.
 Ensure your child knows the routines of arriving and departing school safely and notify them of any changes to




the ‘normal’ arrangements
Tell your child to go immediately back inside and ask someone they know if unsure.
Practice makes perfect

Research shows that kids often can quote what mum or dad said very well, but when placed in the situation, they
more often still give in.
At home, role play certain situations with your child, such as pretending mum is sick and that a new person needs to
take them home.
Role play or practise a variety of strategies or other scenarios.
Try a test in a safe environment at home, such as an unfamiliar friend at the front door trying to entice them outside
to look at a sick, cute rabbit.
Research shows that kids often 'forget' after a period of time. Thus a yearly family refresher course is very worthwhile.
Active, protective behaviour
 Teach your child never to wander off or go out of sight.
 Teach your child to always walk with and stay with friends–to never go alone.
 Teach and practice saying NO loudly and repeatedly, if they are unsure.
 Teach your child to yell HELP, as loudly and repeatedly as possible, until they are heard. Predators hate noise
and attention.
 Teach your child to find a safe adult (a policeman, teacher or a mum with a stroller) or a safe spot (if they are
fearful) such as school, shop or safety sign. However, don't tell your child that all uniforms are safe as some
predators may be wearing a uniform.
A healthy balance
 Assure your child that most adults are loving, caring and trustworthy.
 Discuss good, safe and friendly people in the world, to avoid fear of all adults.
 Remind your child of helpful adults, like firemen, teachers, police, doctors, etc.
 Remind your child of 'good' adults in their world, who can be trusted.
 Protect them from over exposure to graphic news stories.
Telling
 Encourage your child to 'tell' if they even think they came across a stranger.
 Encourage your child to 'tell' if they felt scared, unsure or uncomfortable ('yucky' with any adult).
 Affirm that you will be happy and praise them for 'telling'–that they won't be in trouble.
 Affirm that you will listen and believe them.
Basic protective safety for parents
 Always know where your children are.
 Keep your kids within your sight or supervision.
 Be alert to other people around you, but not paranoid.
 Be alert to Internet threats–research shows predators are increasingly luring more mature children through
the Internet, such as online, through forums, chat lines, and message systems.
 Always keep young children's computers within your vision (not in their bedrooms), and under your
supervision.
 Install a 'Net-Nanny' or Parental Control Software program on your computer.
 Teach your child to never ever give out personal or private information.
Hopefully this will help to promote discussion at home.

Success Teamwork Respect Individuality Visionary Effort !!!
Wishing you a wonderful school holidays ahead. Play hard but stay safe!!
Warmest regards,
Michael

Traffic Lights
This game is similar to the code breaking game Mastermind.
Using the grid below, the first player chooses a mystery 4 digit number and records it on the back of the
sheet. (Each digit can only be used once.)

The second player guesses a number.
The first player marks it using the following code.

For example, suppose the correct number is 3 567 and the first student guess is 9 637, the table on a
whiteboard would look like this:

The next guess might be 6 327. The 7 is definitely correct, the 6 and the 3 must be placed in new columns and
the 2 is a possibility as it has not been used in the first try.
Guesses and deductions continue until the correct answer is entered in the table.

Three Hexagons
Equipment: 2 sets of 3 counters and a playing board.
This is a game for two people. Each player has three counters. The aim of the game is to get the three
counters in a straight line. The player going first places a counter on one of the circles. The second player
then places one of his/her counters on a circle. This continues until all the counters have been placed.
If neither player has 3 counters in a straight line then the first player slides a counter along a line to a
circle that is not already covered. The other player then slides a counter to an adjacent circle. Counters
can only move along one line into an empty space. They cannot jump over counters. If a player can not move
a counter she/he misses a go.

The Prep’s First Big Write!
The Prep children have done a great job learning the magic words, letters and
sounds and punctuation this year. Yesterday, we had our first ever attempt at Big
Write and we were blown away with the level of skill that each class demonstrated.
The children sat in silence and wrote for 20 minutes with soothing music playing in
the background. The standard of work produced was exceptional and we felt very
proud of how far they have come in such a short amount of time. The children felt
equally as proud of themselves and had big smiles on their faces when they shared
their work to the class. Well done preps! Here are some photos of Prep C working
hard on their first Big Write:

After all that hard work, we relaxed on the floor with our favourite books!

100
days of school!
Let’s Celebrate!
On Tuesday the 7th of August, the Preps will be celebrating the milestone of 100 days
of school. On this day we will be running a special timetable which will focus on the
numbers to 100. Please feel free to pop in throughout the day, to join the celebration!
We would like the children to produce a piece of art or craft at home, for our 100 display.
The children could make a picture of their name using 100 sticky dots or make a picture
using 100 cotton wool balls. They could build a sculpture using 100 pegs or 100 Lego /Duplo
blocks. There’s lots of ideas online!
The children’s work will be displayed for viewing, in the open area outside the prep
classrooms. Our celebration day will include a tour of the projects and presentation of
certificates of achievement in the last session.
We ask that you help your child to celebrate their achievement of 100 days at school by
helping them to complete their work of art or craft. Projects can be brought in to school
as soon as they are finished and need to be brought in by Monday the 5th August to be
included in our display. Below are some projects that other Prep students have compl
eted, to give you some more ideas. We look forward to see their amazing creations!

Monday 23rd – Tuesday 24th – World of Maths Whole School Incursion
Monday 23rd – Grade 5/6 Chinese Goldrush Incursion
Tuesday 24th – Prep Bundoora Farm Excursion
Wednesday 25th – Student Free Day – Student Led Conferences
Thursday 26th – Year 3 – 6 Athletics Carnival – Willinda Park Athletics track Greensborough
Friday 27th – WHPS School Disco Evening – GP Room
Monday 30th – Grade 5/6 Sovereign Hill Excursion
Tuesday 31st – Prep Toys of the Past Incursion
Tuesday 31st – WHPS Maths Night – 6.30 – 7.30pm

August
Wednesday 1st – 2019 Prep Play Date – 4-5pm
Thursday 7th – Prep’s 100th Day at WHPS
Saturday 11th August – Diamond Valley Community Memorial Service
11am Greensborough War Memorial Park
Monday 13th – 17th – Science Week
Wednesday 15th – WHPS Concert – George Wood Performing Arts Centre - Yarra Valley Grammar
Monday 20th – 24th – Book Week Treasure Hunt 3:30 – 5pm in the Library
Wednesday 22nd – Book Week Dress-Up
Friday 24th – Curriculum Day – No School Today
Tuesday 28th – 2019 Prep Play Date
Wednesday 29th – Science Fair
Friday 31st – Father’s Day Breakfast 8am – 9am GP Room
Friday 31st – Footy Colours Day

September
Saturday 1st – SAVE THE DATE - WHPS PARENTS TRIVIA NIGHT!!! 7-11pm WHPS GP room
Wednesday 5th – The Great Book Swap – Supporting Indigenous Literacy Day – Library @lunchtime

Term dates 2018:
Term 3: 16 July to 21 September
Term 4: 8 October to 21 December

Don’t forget School Banking
Every Tuesday!

Dear Parents/Guardians
Our Community Links Team will be holding a Student Disco on:

Friday the 27thJuly in the G.P. Room.
Entry cost is $5.00 per child. Permission Slip and payment due by Monday the 23rd July.
Popcorn and fruit platters will be provided for the children. Children are asked to bring their own
water bottles. Children are encouraged to dress in their favourite dancing gear!

Session 1: Prep

3.45-4.45pm

Session 2: Grade 1 & Grade 2

5 - 6.30pm

Session 3: Grade 3 to Grade 6

6.45 - 8.15pm

To ensure the safety of all children we would like parents to remind your children that this is a disco and it’s
expected that those attending at partaking in the dancing and games provided by our Superstar Guest DJ’s. Children
who are running inside the venue will be encouraged to join in or sit in the audience area. Any children not adhering to
the safety rules will need to be collected early.
All children must to be collected by a parent, no child will be allowed to leave unaccompanied.
Entry will be via the main GP room doors and children will be marked off once arrived. Parents are then free to
leave.
Pick up will be via the main office entrance as children will be dismissed via the hallway leading to the office. Due
to the small time in between each session we appreciate parents adhering to this change to ensure departure and
arrival is efficient and safe for all families.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cost $5.00 per child. Please return by 23rd July with payment
Use one form per family.
Session Attending:
Session 1
Session 2
Grade 1 & 2
Session 3
Grade 3 – Grade 6

Prep
5.00pm – 6.30pm
6.45pm – 8.15pm

3.45pm – 4.45pm

Childs Name:_____________________________of Grade ______ Session Attending:_______
Childs Name:__________________________of Grade ______ Session Attending:_______
Childs Name:______________________________of Grade ______ Session Attending:_______

Total Amount Enclosed:$________________
Emergency Contact:
Name:__________________________________Phone:_________________________________
My Child/Children will be collected by:_________________________________________
We would appreciate parent helpers to assist on the night. If you are able to assist on the night please
let the Community Links team know at communitylinks.whps@gmail.com Thank you

A Message of THANK YOU from 300 Blankets

