
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Father’s Day 
Wishing all the men out there a wonderful Father’s Day. I hope you enjoy the weekend and that those people whom 
are special to you, make you realise your importance and the significant role you play in children’s lives. Positive role 
models are so very important in building the foundations for our students. We are a product of our environment. 
Therefore, providing the most stable, supportive, nurturing and healthy network for children will allow them to be 
their best. 
Have a great Fathers Day everyone. 
Thanks to the community links groups for helping our students to 
create a small surprise for Dad! Also to Kathryne in the library for her 
help. 
 

Curriculum day  
This was an extremely productive day for all the staff. We had some 
foci that allowed staff to review and improve our practice. 

 We focussed on developing our knowledge and capacity around the High Impact Teaching Strategies. These 
strategies are basically the focussed way in which we deliver great learning outcomes for students. These 
include: goal setting, feedback, collaborative learning, high expectations, explicit teaching strategies, 
differentiated teaching, multiple exposures to content and metacognitive strategies. 

 We also focussed on further developing our literacy program. This was primarily focussing on reading; and 
how to engage and support all of our students in an effective literacy development program. 

 Staff also engaged in some work that was focussed on developing the school’s thinking curriculum. This work 
is not an additional subject, but rather a way to promote and extend the opportunities for students to develop 
their thinking skills. Having students draw out the way that they think is a very important component to 
understanding the learning process. Our inquiry learning program is a great vehicle to promote curiosity; but 
We are wanting to extend this throughout all curriculum areas so that students are being challenged in their 
thinking skills across all aspects of school. 

 We also spent some time considering the 2019 grade structures and planning for growth across the school in 
our programs and processes. 

 

At WHPS we are committed to developing confident, resilient and capable young leaders and learners. In the early 
years we focus heavily on ensuring that all students have strong foundational skills that allows them to establish the 
core fundamental concepts – especially in literacy and numeracy. We also focus on developing socially capable and 
emotionally resilient students whom understand their hugely important role within our WHPS team! We want children 
to feel connected. To our school, to the people, to the learning to the relationships. Fostering a positive sense of self 
and a positive relationship with learning is so important. As students progress we continue to build their repertoire of 
skills, knowledge and strategies that allows them to become critical thinkers, collaborators and problem solvers. Giving 
students the time and space to think creatively is a special part of growing up and feeling empowered that we can all 
make a difference in our own way. 
 

An extremely important component of developing our students is the interpersonal skills and ability to understand the 
self yet co-operate in a team. Building strong and effective social skills, getting along with others, conflict resolution 
and resiliency are pivotal to the ongoing success, way beyond school. 
 

The Learning pit is a great vehicle that we use to encourage the ‘learning struggle’ that should be evident when we 
learn something new. If there is no struggle, there is no growth. Of course our role as educators is to facilitate the 
struggle, support the growth, celebrate the new learning and share in the associated wonderings! 
 

Thank for all that you do as parents/guardians to support your children, support our school and make WHPS a great 
place to live and learn. 
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Literacy and Numeracy tips 
The Department of Education has released a ‘helpful hints’ guide to support parents and guardians to promote a 
learning culture at home. If you’re looking for ways to build your child’s skill sin literacy and numeracy then log onto 
the following website for some helpful and handy tips! 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/support.aspx 
 
School Fees 
Family account statements were recently sent home. These accounts are extremely important to ensure your child 
doesn’t miss out on the many varied teaching and learning opportunities that are provided through the school. If you 
are experiencing any difficulties in your payment plan please contact me directly so that we can organise a supportive 
plan. Please be aware that if your account is in arrears of your payment plan, your child may be excluded from 
upcoming events.  
 
Parent Opinion survey 
The closing date for the Parent Opinion Survey has been extended to September 2nd. If you were one of the randomly 
selected parents, I urge to please complete the survey. We appreciate your feedback. 
 
Metro trains 
We have recently received a report from Metro trains that there has been some unsafe behaviours from young people 
at local train stations. Whilst this is not directly linked to WHPS we take this opportunity to remind all families and 
students about staying safe around all public transport and related locations. 
 

Success Teamwork Respect Individuality Visionary Effort !!! 
Warmest regards, 
Michael 
 

I/2’s Show Us the Money!  
The 1/2’s have been learning all about money over the last few weeks with the final lesson sequence focused on 
students interacting with money. They formed rich connections to counting collections of coins, setting prices and 
giving change whilst turning our classroom into a supermarket. Students also went shopping with catalogues and were 
able to go shopping to a budget and choose items for their own party 
 

 
 
A playdate with a pinch of Science  
This week the Prep teachers hosted one of our playdate sessions for our future Prep students. The children jumped 
into the role of a scientist with enthusiasm! We left the children in awe with our magic balloon blowing demonstration 
and then gave them the opportunity to explore our activities. The dinosaur dig was a particular favourite. By becoming 
Archaeologists, the students delicately unearthed dinosaurs from the sand and determined their identity. The children 
also enjoyed triggering rainbow chemical reactions, analysing gemstones, investigating magnetic materials and 
learning about human anatomy. By the end of the playdate, the children were fully fledged Little Einstein’s! 
 

Our playdates are a sneak peek into the experiences of a Prep student at Watsonia Heights Primary School. These 
sessions allow future students to get to know our classrooms, teachers and each other while glimpsing how fun Prep 
will be when they start school.  
 

From the Prep Team 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/support.aspx


 
 
Across the AP’s Desk 
 

As a school we are always looking at avenues to improve our support, intervention and extension programs in the 
school to provide the best environment to foster the learning of our students.  
 

Recently our school has been invited to participate in a La Trobe University literacy research study. 
The aim of this project is to better understand, and improve, literacy outcomes for children that may currently be 
experiencing some reading difficulties and early readers. The research project explores an intervention for reading 
fluency focussing on visual attention and eye tracking. The research harnesses student interests in video games as an 
engaging method to measure and develop visual attention. There is no obligation for parents to give their permission 
for their child to be involved in the program. It is offered as an extra opportunity for intensive support for those 
students invited to participate in the program. As part of the project students receive free eye screening to identify 
sight issues and a report is generated for parents. Below is some further information provided by the research team. 

The project, which is titled 'Understanding the role of visual attention in reading', encompasses two parts. The first part 
of the project aims to investigate the effectiveness of video-game training in improving literacy skills in those with 
some reading difficulties. This project would be offered to selected children in Grades 3-6 to receive extra assistance for 
reading. This would require participants to complete three 45-minute assessments approximately three weeks apart, 
and two weeks of intervention conducted in small groups of up to four children (ten 30-minute sessions, once per day 
for 2 weeks).  
 
The second part of the project aims to study the development of reading, language, visual attention, and memory 
during the early primary school years (i.e., Foundation/Prep-aged children) to track the development of early literacy 
skills and identify children at risk of later reading difficulties. These participants (i.e., Foundation students) would be 
seen for three 30-minute sessions during class hours and complete a mix of computer-based and pencil and paper 
tasks. Most of our research tasks are presented in a game type format and have been well received by children in past 
projects. 
 
 The benefit for your School and the students who participate: 

 Visual screening for visual acuity and colour vision and anomalous eye movements  
 Summary of reading and language abilities for each child, provided to parents and classroom teachers (where 

parental consent has been given) 
 Opportunity for reading improvement for those who participate in the literacy training (based on our 

preliminary data from two previous schools) 

Further information from the research team will be sent home to those students identified by the school as potentially 
benefiting from this sort of intervention. Parents are welcome to make contact with the research team or myself to 
discuss if they have further questions about the project. 

Father’s Day:  

A very happy Fathers Day for all the Dad’s in our community. It was great to see so many able to attend our Father’s 
Day breakfast. Our thanks go out to Kathryne Campara and her merry band of Mums and volunteers that assisted with 
the event. 

Have a great weekend everyone. 

Tony  

 

 



 

3/4 Newsletter 

What have the 3/4’s been learning? 
 

 By Isabel 3/4D 

In writing we have been learning, researching 

and preparing for our Big Write coming up 

about Aboriginal History. 

 We have been split into groups to research 

first contact between settlers and Indigenous 

Australians, the impacts to the environment 

(flora and fauna) and Indigenous Australians 

Spirituality, focusing on their beliefs, ties to the 

land, religion and dreamtime stories.  

Writing 

By Kara 3/4D 

In maths we have been learning about 

Chance.  During that time, we also played a game 

called “4 Corners” which is a game all about chance.  

We also tried estimating how many M&M’s there 
were in the package.  Surprisingly there were much 
more than we expected.  There were 15 M&M’s in 
each pack.  Before we got to open it, we had to 
predict how many there were of each colour.    



 

By Thyme 3/4D 

In reading we have been learning to determine the 

importance when reading a book or website.  We have 

been looking/scanning through websites trying to find 

the important information we are looking for.  When 

we read a book we go to the contents first and look at 

sub-headings to find what is important.   

By Ava and Lylah 3/4R 

In our Inquiry unit we have been learning about change. At 

the start of the term we went on an excursion to Cook’s 

cottage where we played olden day games and learnt about 

Captain James Cook’s family.  

We have been watching a series called ‘My Place’ and have 

been reading the book as well. We took notes on the 

episodes and wrote journal entries from the perspectives of 

the characters in the show. We then wrote a ‘Big Write’ 

journal entry from the perspective of a European settler or 

an Indigenous Australian.  

We are researching and working on information reports 

about Australian history. The topics include pivotal people, 

the effect of the European settlement, history of Australian 

sport, Indigenous spirituality and the changes to the 

environment post settlement.  

 



 

 



 

SCIENCE	FAIR	2018	

On	Wednesday	we	held	the	Science	Fair	in	the	GP	room.	The	grade	5/6’s	had	been	working	

on	their	projects	and	experiments	for	the	last	few	weeks	in	class.	By	9:15	the	room	was	

buzzing	with	budding	little	scientists	explaining	their	workings	to	the	crowded	room.	It	was	

just	marvellous	to	see	the	older	students	asking	the	younger	ones	to	take	part	in	making	

their	experiment	come	to	life	or	explaining	their	research	project.	There	were	many	

experiments	and	themes	covered	by	the	5/6’s	including	space,	wormholes,	a	lemon	battery,	

walking	on	eggs,	coloured	carnations,	geology,	Siberian	Tigers,	sugary	foods,	volcanoes,	

balloon	hovercrafts,	the	plasma	ball,	bones,	edible	paint,	gum	making,	bubbles	galore,	a	

sphero	obstacle	course,	lava	lamps,	bath	bombs,	rubber	eggs,	instant	snow	and	orbies,	

explosive	foam,	invisible	glass,	elephant	toothpaste,	slime,	optical	illusions,	wizards	brew,	

and	salt	crystals.	Wow!	What	a	list!	The	5/6’s	thought	of	these	ideas	and	research	

assignments	on	their	own	and	ought	to	be	congratulated	for	a	sensational	effort	and	

showcase.	Well	done!!	We	are	so	proud	of	you.	

Cathy	James	and	Sharni	Kennedy	

	

	

	

	



 

 
 

District Athletics Carnival 
Congratulations to our little athletics champions. 

Watsonia Heights came 3rd overall and did so well considering the wet and miserable 
conditions! 

Wanted to say a big thank you to all the parents that came down to support and to Kylie, 
Mrs McIntosh and Mr Oliver for all their help. 

I am so proud of how our students represented the school and showed our STRIVE 
values out in the community! What an amazing achievement for those who participated 

today and for those going through to the next level! 
Well done little WHPS athletes! 

Miss Massa will be in touch with all the next level information and who will be going 
through when she hears back from the district. 

 

Amanda Macellari 

Physical Education Teacher 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Give us your best Dad Jokes 
Congratulations to our Best Dad Joke representatives in this week’s Heidelberg Leader.  
 

Lily W with Why don’t cows wear thongs? Because they Lactose! He, he,he! 
Josh D with What do you call a dog that does magic tricks? A labracadabrador He, he,he! 
Ryder E with What do you call a fake noodle? An Impasta! He, he,he! 
 

We also had a few more funny ones sent in from Mitchell L in case you wanted more for your Fathers Day repertoire! 
*I just got a new job as the Managing Director of Old MacDonald’s Farm?  I’m the C-I-E-I-O 
*What do you call a cockatoo standing outside in the rain holding an umbrella?  Polyunsaturated 
*6.30 is hands down the best time on a clock! 
 *The inventor of knock knock jokes should win a no-bell prize! 
 *What do you call a nervous javelin thrower?  Shakespeare 
                                                                                                           Hilarious!!!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 
                                                                      Bravo! to our Year 6 Concert Cast 

who did a sensational job in their last year at WHPS 
 

 

August  
Friday 31st – Father’s Day Breakfast  

Friday 31st – Footy Colours Day 

 

September 
Wednesday 5th – The Great Book Swap – Supporting Indigenous Literacy Day – Library @lunchtime 

Thursday 13th – Roald Dahl Day Trivia Contest – Library Lunchtime  

Thursday 13th – Pioneers Nights  

Wednesday 19th – Hazel Edwards visits WHPS  

Wednesday 19th – Canteen Special Food Day 

Friday 21st – Last Day of Term 1:30pm Early Finish  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Father’s Day breakfast THANKYOU!! 
This morning we celebrated the significant men in our students’ lives. It was 
lots of fun and we hope our community’s special men had a great time.  
This wonderful morning would not have been possible without the help from 
some very special ladies. A very big THANKYOU to Mel Edmonds, Lisa Commanduer Sharon Hutchinson, Tracey Szymanski, Anna 
Greenhalgh, Donna Leibowitz, Rhiannon Fletcher, Sarah Fitzgibbon, Susie Leggett, Cathy Williams, Liz Orkney, Miss Clarke and her 
lovely Mum Mrs. Clarke 

 

WHPS Trivia Night – Saturday 27
th

 October  

Calling all Trivia buffs! Do you have what it takes to beat a table full of WHPS 
Staff??? 
Join us on Saturday 27

th
 October from 7 – 11pm in our GP Room for a fantasisc 

night that always guarantees a few laughs.  
This is our major fundrasing event for the year with a GIANT Silent Auction and 
a HUGE Wine raffle also up for grabs.  
All monies rasied will go towards our new playground space.  
Tickets are $20 each and go on sale on Monday 3

rd
 of September. You can 

purchase individual tickets and we’ll find you a great team OR you can put 
together your own team of 10! Please note that this is a adults only event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHPS Car Boot 
Sale – Saturday 24

th
 November on State Election Day 

WHPS will be a Polling Venue for the upcoming State Election on 
24th of November and we have lots of great fundraising things 
planned for the day. We will have a delicious sausage sizzle, 
bake stall, coffee cart (from 8am) and a car boot sale to help 
raise funds for our new playground space. 
Are you able to assist on the day anytime between 7am and 5pm 
or perhaps bake some yummy treats for us to sell? Or do you 
know a company who could donate resources to help us cover 
the costs for our plans and help us raise more funds. Please 
contact the Community Links team with any assistance you can 
offer.  

 

 

 
Please email us at: 
communitylinks.whps@gmail.com to find out 
more about up-coming WHPS events or to register 
your interest to lend a helping hand around our 
school. 
 

mailto:communitylinks.whps@gmail.com


 



 



 

More	AMAZING	Book	Week	Photos	J	
	

	



WHPS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

For Week Ending 17th August 2018 

Aidan  PM For rocking his sensational, superstar dance moves at the concert this week! You were 
on fire! 

Ava  PC For overcoming her nerves at the concert and being a superstar on stage. Go Ava! 

Siena  PG For challenging yourself to find another and another and another way to make 20! Well done! 

Evie  1B For pushing through her nerves at the concert and being such a superstar on stage! Amazing 
cartwheel Evie. I’m so proud of you for being so brave. 

Noah  1/2B For having confidence and being so brave. I am so incredibly proud of you and it was a joy 
watching you perform at the concert. 

Aerynn  1/2H For her amazing enthusiasm and energy during all of our concert rehearsals and being a superstar 
dancer on the night! 

Olivia  1/2HS For doing some great dancing at the school concert. 

Tania 1/2C For her enthusiasm and effort during the concert. You worked so hard. Awesome work Tania! 

Callum  3/4D For working independently and showing resilience in class.  You also shone on stage!! 

Zara  3/4M For her enthusiastic and positive attitude towards all her learning. You’re a superstar! 

Lucy  5R For her hard work and effort in organising each grade on the busses for the whole school concert 
rehearsal.  

Lachlan 5/6E 

Mr Kent 
For his amazing efforts at the concert. Your teamwork, effort, enthusiasm and skills helped so 
much in making the night such a success. Well done Lockie!  

Charlie (3/4R) Mandarin For sharing a great strategy with his grade on how to tell the difference between numbers from 
11 to 19 and numbers that end in zero between 10 and 90 when reading the Chinese characters 
for numbers. Great observation Charlie! 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

.  
How We Make Kids Smile  

Kids come first in everything we do and that’s why making your kids smile is our number one priority. We know lots 
of different ways to make kids smile and they love coming to our programs because: 

✓  Our programs thrive off an inclusive environment, where children are free to be themselves, to make new 
friends and share new experiences 
 

✓  Kids know that we understand them and value their individuality as activities in our programs are led by 
the children in the program  

✓  Kids feel supported and well cared for in the program. We are there when your child needs us, whether it 
be for homework help or learning new things   

Let Us Know How We Can Make Your Kids Smile 
Come and visit us in the program to get a sneak peak of all the fun we get up to in the program. You will also have 
an opportunity to meet the team and let us know how we can make your kids smile. 
 
Program Details 
To find out more about our program, view fees and to register visit us in the program or head to 
www.campaustralia.com.au 
 

 
 

 

St Mary's Primary School - Greensborough

210 Grimshaw Street GREENSBOROUGH VIC 3088

0431 630 835 (07:00 -18:30)

Sports Sensation

Monday, 24 September

Full Fee: $62.70

Make sure you've tighten your laces as we'll be getting active

in a day where everyone's a sports superstar.

Kite-Tastic

Tuesday, 25 September

Full Fee: $78.20

Catch the breeze when you build, decorate and fly your very

own working kite.

Zen Kids

Wednesday, 26 September

Full Fee: $78.70

Take relaxation to a whole new level when we design our very

own yoga mats and make calming wind chimes.

Big Fun Day

Thursday, 27 September

Full Fee: $100.70

A special event jam-packed with jumping castles, exciting

technology, arts & crafts, a magician, and heaps more!.

Please arrive at service by 8:45 am

No Program

Friday, 28 September

Creative Sensation

Monday, 01 October

Full Fee: $62.70

Today we'll be making sensational arts and crafts. What will

you make?

At The Movies: Smallfoot at …

Tuesday, 02 October

Full Fee: $90.25

We're off to the movies to see the cool new flick Smallfoot.

Note: Please arrive by 8:45am.

Learn Your Fruit And Veg

Wednesday, 03 October

Full Fee: $82.70

Jamie Oliver's Learn Your Fruit and Veg Program aims to

inspire and teach children what seasonal food is, how to

prepare it, and importantly, what it can do for their bodies.

Build-A-Farm

Thursday, 04 October

Full Fee: $79.20

Build your very own LEGO-compatible farms from your choice

of two special kits.

You're The Star

Friday, 05 October

Full Fee: $62.70

Today we'll be celebrating everyone's secret talents - no

matter what they are!

1

Montmorency South Primary School

64 Buena Vista Drive MONTMORENCY VIC 3094

0405 440 678 (07:00 -18:00)

Sports Sensation

Monday, 24 September

Full Fee: $64.60

Make sure you've tighten your laces as we'll be getting active

in a day where everyone's a sports superstar.

My Green Garden

Tuesday, 25 September

Full Fee: $81.10

Grow your very own vegetable garden with a greenhouse that

you have built yourself.

Footy Fanatics

Wednesday, 26 September

Full Fee: $103.60

We're off to the lawns of the MCG for a fantastic AFL clinic

and to play in the AFL Kids Zone.

Note: Please arrive by 8:45am.

Big Fun Day

Thursday, 27 September

Full Fee: $102.60

A special event jam-packed with jumping castles, exciting

technology, arts & crafts, a magician, and heaps more!.

Please arrive at service by 8:45 am

No Program

Friday, 28 September

Build-A-Farm

Monday, 01 October

Full Fee: $81.10

Build your very own LEGO-compatible farms from your choice

of two special kits.

At The Movies: Smallfoot at …

Tuesday, 02 October

Full Fee: $92.15

We're off to the movies to see the cool new flick Smallfoot.

Note: Please arrive by 8:45am.

Kite-Tastic

Wednesday, 03 October

Full Fee: $80.10

Catch the breeze when you build, decorate and fly your very

own working kite.

Learn Your Fruit And Veg

Thursday, 04 October

Full Fee: $84.60

Jamie Oliver's Learn Your Fruit and Veg Program aims to

inspire and teach children what seasonal food is, how to

prepare it, and importantly, what it can do for their bodies.

Creative Sensation

Friday, 05 October

Full Fee: $64.60

Today we'll be making sensational arts and crafts. What will

you make?
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JOIN THE FUN! 

Make a splash at the FREE Optus Junior Dolphins Come and Try 

Sessions! 

Bring your little swimming legend along to improve their swimming 

skills with game-based learning and a chance to meet an Australian 

Dolphins Swim Team member. 

Details for our next exciting Come & Try Session: 

WHEN:   Thursday 27th September- School Holidays 
 

TIME:   12:30pm-2:30pm 
 

WHERE:  WaterMarc Banyule, 1 Flintoff Street, Greensborough 3088  
 

REGISTER:  www.watermarcbanyule.com.au 
 

MORE INFO:  9422 6111 
Hi! 

Want to know more? 

See our website for details: 

juniordolphins.com.au  



 
 

 
 
 
 


