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BOOK FAIR IN THE GP ROOM
8:30 - 9AM & 3.30 - 4PM EACH DAY
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FRI 24TH MAY
ISS
AWAY VS WATSONIA
MON 27TH MAY
CURRICULUM DAY

Michael Kent - PRINCIPAL
Hello everyone and welcome to the latest newsletter.
Happy Mother’s Day to all the important ladies in our lives. I hope you enjoyed
the weekend and that you were acknowledged and celebrated for the positive
impact that you have on those around you each and every day!
We were proud to welcome our Mother’s, Grandmother’s and special women
to join in our recent Mother’s Day breakfast. It was wonderful to have the
opportunity to celebrate the role you play in our students’ lives. It was lovely to
see the children being able to have some fun at school with you all.
Thanks to the Dads and Granddads who came along to help make this
morning run so smoothly and also to Kathryne Campara for her contribution to
the morning and also for coordinating the Mother’s Day gifts that I’m sure you
all appreciated.

FRI 31ST MAY
ISS
HOME VS BUNDOORA

JUNE
WED 5TH JUNE
DIVISION CROSS COUNTRY
FRI 7TH JUNE
ISS
HOME VS WATSONIA NORTH
MON 10TH JUNE
QUEENS BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY
NO SCHOOL TODAY
FRI 14TH JUNE
ISS
AWAY VS GREENSBOROUGH
FRI 14TH JUNE
SCHOOL DISCO IN OUR GP ROOM
PREP - 3:45 - 4:45PM
GR 1/2

5 - 6:15PM

GR 3 - 6 6:30 - 8PM
FRI 21ST JUNE
ISS FINALS
FRI 28TH JUNE
LAST DAY OF TERM 2
1:30PM FINISH
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JULY
MON 15TH JULY
FIRST DAY OF TERM 3
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Parent Teacher interviews
Thank-you to all of the parents whom recently attended our parent teacher interviews. I trust that you found this
opportunity an invaluable opportunity to obtain an update on your child’s learning progress. Thank-you to the staff
whom continue to work tirelessly in providing a rich learning program for your child. We are lucky to have such a
dedicated team of teachers that work so hard to provide for our students each and every day. I am always excited
to see, hear and share in the progress of each child.
As always, parents are invited to continue to seek regular updates on your child’s progress at any stage throughout
the year.
2020 enrolment
A reminder for any parents whom are yet to enroll their children for 2020, please do so as soon as possible as
places are filling fast and planning for next year has commenced.
WHPS is a school of choice within the local area. Please let us know if you are intending to enrol.
Election 2019
Please note that WHPS has been a polling station in recent elections but we are NOT selected for the election next
week. Please review the local locations for your nearest convenience.
Student voice and leadership
It has been wonderful to share in some recent meetings and conversations with our student leaders. On separate
occasions, I have recently met with the Junior School Council and the Student leaders. This had been great to hear
the voices of our students as they focus on the positive elements of our school and also consider the ways and
means from which we can continue to grow and improve our school.
Mindful May
The wellbeing team have developed a range of strategies that have been shared throughout the school to ensure
that we have a consistent approach in the way that we model positive coping strategies to our students. These
strategies aim to support our students social and emotional learning, and provide them with life-long skills that they
can utilise when faced with a challenging situation. Throughout Term 1, we discussed the importance of having a
growth mindset and a ‘can do’ attitude, which complements our Learning Pit model. A problem solving model (stop,
think, do) was developed in each class, to support students with their conflict resolution skills, alongside a
catastrophe scale. We explored the benefits of focusing on the present moment, and ways to relax our minds and
bodies when faced with stressful situations. A big focus last term, and again this term, is positive self-talk. In
particular, practicing the ‘flip it’ strategy, where we flip a negative thought into a positive, as well as remembering
things we are grateful for. Our Heights Hero compliments are a great way to support our student’s self-esteem and
encourage positive self-talk. This term, we will continue to focus on the importance of having a growth mindset.
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School commences at 9am
We have recently noticed an increase in the number of students arriving after the bell. It is important that the students
are in class, ready to commence learning at 9am sharp as we start our teaching immediately. Students who are late are
missing essential learning. If your child arrives at 9.15, they are likely to have missed important instructional information
that establishes the morning and daily focus. Additionally, it is very difficult for students to maintain focus, when there is
a stream of students arriving late. Please endeavour to have your child at school at 8.50 so they can complete the
morning process and be ready to learn at 9am.
N.B. As you are aware we mark our morning the roll via Compass. Therefore, if you arrive after the bell has gone at 9,
you are required to sign your child in at the office and obtain a late pass.
Thank you for helping us to ensure your children get the most out of our learning time.
If your child is absent parents must make a notification via Compass otherwise the absence will be marked as
unapproved.
Book Fair
Next week we will be running our Book Fair in the GP room before and after school. Students will be given the chance to
explore the offerings and consider adding to their personal libraries. There is no expectation for students/families to
purchase from the book fair but an opportunity to consider what’s on offer.
Team newsletters
Last week you will have received an update from your child’s classroom teachers about what to expect over the term
ahead. I hope you have found this to be informative and relevant to all the great things happening across our school.
Policy Development
As part of our ongoing cyclical review of school policies the School Council regularly reviews and updates our school
policies. As these are reviewed the policies are made available to the community for consultation. Council has recently
reviewed the:
Yard Duty and Supervision Policy
Visitors Policy
Volunteers Policy
Inclusion and Diversity Policy
Bullying Prevention Policy
Values and School Philosophy
These are now available for review on the school’s website. All feedback can be directed to me.
kent.michael.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
ATToS
Over the next few weeks we will be conducting our annual survey to gather the thoughts and opinions of our students in
years 4,5 and 6. This survey provides an opportunity for students to give their views and opinions on a range of aspects
of school life. As always, we welcome the opportunity of hearing from the most valuable members of our school – the
children. Right across the school we are always looking at ways to enhance what we do.
This means strengthening what is working well but also improving some areas and adding new elements to our
curriculum program and provision. The voice of all students is highly important to us and we take time in all classes to
hear from the children (in fact all of our school community). Whilst this particular survey focuses on our senior students,
our school ensures that our consultative practices involves all stakeholders within our great school. If you have anything
you’d like to share, please don’t hesitate in contacting me.
kent.michael.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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NAPLAN
This week students in years 3 & 5 will participate in the annual NAPLAN test. These tests are nationwide and provide
an insight into student performance under strict testing conditions on one particular day. These tests can sometimes
come with some level of anxiety and trepidation. Whilst we analyse the results of these tests to help build a picture of
students in differing testing scenarios, we are very much aware that student learning evolves in varied ways for all
students. These tests are not the only reflection of learning or performance. At WHPS we maintain a focus on holistic
learning that represents the progress of the whole child over time. We offer a breadth and depth of curriculum that is
not represented in the NAPLAN tests and we are constantly assessing student performance in a range of settings and
curriculum areas. If you or your child is experiencing any concerns regarding NAPLAN, please contact your child’s
teacher.
Grade 6 tops
Grade 6 tops have arrived and our senior students have embraced and worn these ‘graduating’ tops with pride ever
since.

Library Fund
A reminder to all of our friends and families of WHPS that we have an established Library Fund that allows for tax
deductible donations. This provides an opportunity to make direct donations to our school library. All funds provide
direct support to our school and students and also allows for tax benefits for every deposit.
Please contact the office if this is of support to you and our school.
Vale Vernice Reed
I was saddened by the news of the recent passing of Vernice Reed. In years gone by Vernice had volunteered her
time to the school community for many years and in many forms. As a past parent, Vernice offered her
administrative skills to compliment classroom programs, school publications and many supportive tasks that
enhanced the mantra of ‘Striving for the Heights’. When I commenced at Watsonia Heights I was ever so thankful
for the contribution that Vernice made on a daily basis. Unfortunately Vernice’s health found her reduce this
commitment over time but her love of the school was unwavering. With the sad news of her passing, I am reminded
of the amazing sense of community that our school instills in people and the importance of dedicated and selfless
people such as Vernice.
Warm regards,
Michael
WWW.WATSONIAHEIGHTSPS.VIC.EDU.AU
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Across The AP's Desk...
Tony Ryan - Assistant Principal
Maths Fun Night/Incursion
Despite some pretty ordinary weather, we had good attendance to our Maths Family Extravaganza last Thursday. It was
fantastic to see so many of our families navigating their way around the school and having lots of fun playing maths games
together. Hopefully our families were able to add some games to their kit bag that they can use again at home. The beauty of
maths games is that you can lose consciousness of the fact that you are learning or revising maths skills and just immerse
yourself in the fun of the game. This creates great family time and a much more positive family environment than battling with
the kids to complete a maths sheet for homework. Our thanks go our to Miss Rancie and the maths team for their organisation
of the night. We also thank all our teachers for their commitment in running the games and our families for coming along on the
night and having some fun with us!
Art project
At the end of last term I launched an art competition to choose student generated art that might be suitable to use on a larger
scale to decorate an outdoor table-tennis table project for our students to use. The art competition has now closed to entries, but
I have been overwhelmed with the number and quality of entries. A panel of teacher judges and myself now have a very difficult
task to narrow down our contestants and choose our winners. Below is a smattering of the awesome entries that we have
received. Winners will be notified in the coming week or so. They will have the opportunity to work with some teachers and
myself to recreate their artwork on a much larger scale using paint and have it displayed permanently in our school community.
Thanks to all our students who entered the competition. All named artwork will be returned to students at the conclusion of the
judging.
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Across The AP's Desk...
Colour Run
I hope all those families that participated in fundraising for the school as part of the Colour Run at the end of last term have
entered their prize choices. Our thanks goes out to Donna Leibowitz and the Community Links team for their coordination of
the event. I know that Donna spent many hours processing money and prize forms on behalf of the community, which was
much appreciated. Miss Macellari, our parent helpers and the teachers all did fantastic work in making the day great for our
students. The photos below shows the great time had by all. Thanks again to all our community that took part and supported
our students through sponsoring them. In addition to being a great community event the Colour Run was a very successful
fundraiser for the school. We look forward to building on this event next year to make it even more spectacular. I’m sure
students are eagerly awaiting the arrival of their reward prizes. These will be distributed in the coming weeks when they arrive
at school.

Cross Country
Our year 3-6 students also enjoyed the opportunity to participate in the WHPS Cross Country last week on Monday. It was
fantastic to see the high level of participation and performance on the day. One thing that stood out was the great atmosphere
created by our students with so many cheering not only for members of their house but for their friends and peers from other
houses. Great WHPS spirit on display. Good luck to those students going on to represent the school at District level. A big thank
you to our staff and parents helpers for their support in conducting the event.
Bikes / Scooters
A reminder to the community of the importance of everyone walking their scooters or bikes when on school grounds. I am finding
that many of our students require reminding of this rule, which is put in place for the safety of all in our community. Can I ask
parents/guardians to remind your children of this expectation if they are riding to or from school? Your assistance will help us
keep our school grounds a safe environment.
Mother’s Day
This Sunday marked Mother’s Day and whilst it’s important that we take this opportunity to thank our Mum’s for all they do, I think
it’s equally important to remember to give them a cuddle, show them an act of kindness or give words of thanks for all they bring
to our lives, 365 days of the year. To the amazing women in our school community I hope you enjoy a very special day on
Sunday with your family and were spoilt rotten by your loved ones. It was great to have so many people from our community
attend our Mother's Day breakfast this morning. A big thank you goes out to Kathryrne Campara and her team of Dads and other
helpers that assisted with the cooking and serving tasks on the day.
Have a great week,
Tony
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WHPS Student of the Week!
Week Ending Friday 26th April

PB - Chloe - For having a kind heart and being generous by using your canteen money to buy an ANZAC badge.
PI - Cohen - For consistently giving 100% in his work! You always try your best and create fantastic work. Keep up the great effort
buddy!
PM - Flynn - For his excellent work ethic and effort in all learning areas. You are a champion Flynn!
Nahara - PN for her incredible recount of her holidays. We loved hearing about your adventures in such great detail!
1D - Minnie - For giving everything a go with a smile on your face. You always brighten my day!
1M - Dhyan – For working hard to improve your reading and using your reading strategies.
1/2BT - Peyton - For being so lovely, kind and helpful to her classmates. You are a beautiful role model to others.
2EL - Alex – For his great demonstration of his Maths strategies to the grade. Well done Alex!
2G - The whole class: For a fabulous start to Term 2. You have all learned and achieved so much already. I love being your
teacher and watching you all learn and grow.
3/4A - Matthew - For being so excited to start our new inquiry topic on sustainability. It is amazing to see you so inspired. I can’t wait
to see what you come up with in term 2.
3/4B - Reuben - For the RESPECT you consistently show towards your teachers and other students. Thank you for being a helpful
and considerate member of our class!
3/4M - Rybek - For his fantastic persuasive poem on who should be able to use the new playground. Keep up the great work
legend.
3/4D - Angus - For showing a positive attitude towards his learning, asking questions and showing STRIVE.
5/6C - Ally - For putting herself in the Learning Pit in maths and persisting with a challenge that required her to use a range of
strategies . Well done Ally!
5/6H - Cian - For working beautifully all week, especially when tackling our Mothers Day Maths lessons. Great start to the term
buddy.
5/6M - Saoirse - For her amazing effort in Maths working on the Mother’s Day Breakfast project and always striving to challenge
herself. Well done Saoirse!
PE - Zach - For always putting amazing Effort to assist in P.E and for your positive attitude.
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WHPS Student of the Week!
Week Ending Friday 3rd May

PB - Carla - For making huge improvements with her phonics and for always having a positive attitude.
PI - Oscar - For using the ‘stretchy snake’ strategy in his imaginative writing piece about animal facts. Great work Oscar, keep it up!
PM - Derin - For presenting a clear and confident Show and Tell about 2D shapes and counting! You had the whole class involved!
All of Prep N - For being so respectful, kind and helpful when Mrs Nestor was away sick. You are all stars!
1D - Isabel - For your great EFFORT and SUCCESS in problem solving during maths!
1M - Aidan - For consistently demonstrating respect and attentive listening in the classroom
1/2BT - Mabel - For your clever way of thinking when problem solving in maths. You are a hard working superstar!
2EL - Amy - For her enthusiasm playing Battleships at the Family Fun Maths Night!
2G - Aerynn For always being a positive presence in our class. You are always ready to learn, try new things and do your best.
Well done. Keep up the great batwork!
2T - Zane - For his great attitude to school and learning this week! Keep up the fantastic work. You should be so proud!
3/4A - Kyan - For putting 100% effort into his persuasive writing piece, and for showing STRIVE by taking it him to continue
improving it. Well done you rockstar!
3/4B - Ben - For being a learner and always trying your best. Your attitude in the classroom is wonderful! Thank you for your
valued contributions to our reading group sessions this week.
3/4M - Mackenzie - For working really hard on her multiplication strategies and following the OREO structure in her persuasive
writing. I am so proud of you buddy.
5/6R - Freya - For her wonderful effort writing her persuasive text on banning single use plastic. I am so, so, so proud of you!
5/6C - Johane - For writing a very strong persuasive piece about banning single use plastics in Australia.Well done Johane, you
certainly persuaded me!
5/6H - Bailey - For writing and publishing a convincing persuasive text on “Why we should get a class pet”. Excellent writing buddy!
5/6M - Ava - For consistently displaying the STRIVE values and being an excellent ambassador for 5/6M at the GRIP Leadership
Conference. We are very proud of you Ava!
PE - Ben - For always helping and assisting each morning to put the PE equipment out for the day. Thankyou very much!
Music - Evie - For sharing her musical knowledge with her peers as she created and performed her own ‘Rainstorm’ using the
correct musical terms.
Mandarin - Indie - For participating brilliantly in our ‘See Think Wonder’ discussion on historical Chinese clothing. Well done on
remembering ‘yellow (huáng sè
)’ and ‘purple (zǐ sè
)’ in Mandarin which are two of the trickiest colours to pronounce!

⻩⾊

紫⾊
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Mother's Day Thank You
Mothers Day Breakfast - Friday 10th May - 8am - 9am
What a fantastic turn-out we had for our Mothers Day Breakfast on Friday and we hope all the special ladies of our
community had a wonderful time.
We must send a GIGANTIC thank you out to the wonderful WHPS gentleman (and 2 sneaky ladies) for the amazing
job they did making sure everyone was looked after.
Thank you to Sue Thuringer, Wendy Rowe, Travis Beattie, Ken Johnson, Russell Dunn, Clint Dunell, Geoff
Goldsworthy, James Loo, Pierre Scotney, Hal Guerrero, Shane Stoneham, Eric Greenhelgh, Leigh Greenhelgh,
Matais Aalders, Justin Munro and Mr Hannon, Mr Ryan and Mr Kent.
We could not have done it without you!
Mother's Day Raffle - Congratulations to our 4 lucky ladies
Thank you to all families who purchased tickets in our Mother's Day raffle.
Congratulations to our lucky winners Emma, Connie, Kat and Julie. We hope you enjoy your gorgeous hampers.
We must also thank all the wonderful WHPS families and companies in our local area for their very generous
donations and support. Please support the following companies who have supported our great school.
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Bullying - NO WAY!

Watsonia Heights Primary School Put Their Hands Together to say "NO WAY!"
On Friday 15th March, we celebrated The National Day of Action Against Bullying. All classroom teachers
had a conversation with their class about what steps to take if children notice, or are involved in, any
negative behaviour out in the yard. We revised the "High-5" strategy, which is 1. Ignore 2. Talk friendly 3.
Walk away 4. Talk firmly and 5. report.
We are very fortunate to not have a
bullying problem at Watsonia Heights,
and that all of our students adhere to
our STRIVE values. To show our
support for the campaign, all students
have put their hand print on our brick
buildings, along with their classroom
teacher, to show our community that
bullying will never be tolerated at
Watsonia Heights! The kids have
certainly enjoyed getting paint on their
hands
and making their mark on a wall somewhere around the school! A big thank you to our wonderful wellbeing
leaders, Orlaith and Libby, for their effort in facilitating this initiative. We are hoping to have all classes
complete by the end of the week (weather permitting!) so keep your eyes peeled for the final products! In the
meantime, here are some of our students participating in our handprint murals:
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GRIP Leadership Conference
On Wednesday 1st May, 13 leaders of our school attended the GRIP Leadership Conference at Moonee
Valley Racecourse. Over the course of the day, students developed their own leadership paths relating to
themselves, their school and their community. With highly engaging facilitators, students were required to
engage in role plays, activities and identify traits of highly successful leaders. All students found this
experience highly beneficial for themselves and came back full of ideas on how to use their leadership role
to improve our school and the wider community.
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Maths Madness in 5/6!
Our brains were put to the test last week... thanks to
Patrick from Fealsted Education and his amazing
Maths show! Patrick had us all in stitches with his
hilarious performance, all whilst getting our brains into
maths mode! There were some pretty tricky
challenges, as well as some mind-boggling maths
tricks, some of which we are still trying to figure out in
class together. Have a go at this one below... (shhh
kids - don't tell anyone the answer!)

Can you walk through each part of town, visiting each part of town, but
crossing each bridge only once?
"The maths show was awesome - he
made learning fun!" Jessica 5/6 M
"I liked the bridge activity because it
was really hard to figure out. I went
home and figured it out with my
brother” – Johane 5/6 C
"He tricked your brain which was
challenging, but fun at the same time" Saoirse 5/6 M
"The Maths Show was one of my favourite incursions. It was fun and exciting and we got to learn a lot
about maths. I liked that we learned about how pie goes on forever and that everyone’s phone number is
somewhere in pie”- Isaac 5/6 R
“I kept on thinking I had the right answer for the bridge challenge but then
I realised I had it wrong. I know the answer now, but I’m not going to tell
you!” - Matilda 5/6 C
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It's safe to say there was quite
a buzz through the 5/6 rooms
after Patrick's show... we
couldn't wait to try and figure
out some of the problems that
were left unsolved! The show
complimented our whole
school Maths week perfectly,
and we hope to have Patrick
back again next year for some
more laughs and maths antics!
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7

Maths Night
Extravaganza!
What a wonderful night we had at our annual Maths Night Extravaganza!! It was wonderful to see
so many of our families attend the evening to enjoy the games and activites we organized. Many
of these games are easy to play at home and help to reinforce the number skills our students
have. They are lots of fun!!

The photo booth was such a fun way to
end the evening with dress ups and
selfies! Thank you to everyone who
attended our Maths Night and for our
fabulous staff who helped to put
the night together.

"The Maths Night was really fun with
all the different games to play. I
really liked the Knights games in
Mrs Davidsons room because it was
really challenging to get the knight
to only go on each square once
around the whole board." Nathan
Szymanski
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Junior School Council
So far in Junior School Council (JSC) this term we have worked with a
charity called Big Group Hug who collects clothes and toiletries for the less
fortunate people in Victoria. This has been really successful and we have
collected a lot items and we would love it if our awesome community could
keep donating towards Big Group Hug. You can donate to Big Group Hug
by bringing clothes and items to the donation box in the GP room. This
semester we have also encouraged the students in our school to treat our
toilets with respect and every fortnight we have had a meeting and
discussed the issues and things that we can improve around the school.
We look forward to continuing to improve our school and community to
make it a better place for everyone.
Chelsea, Storm and JSC representatives.
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How we make kids SMILE
Children come first in everything we do and that’s why making your kids SMILE is our number one priority
here at Camp Australia. We know lots of different ways to make kids smile and they enjoy coming to our
programs because:
Our programs thrive off an inclusive environment, where children are free to be themselves, to make new
friends and share new experiences.
Children know that we understand them and value their individuality, as activities in our programs are led
by the children in the program.
Children feel supported and well cared for in the program. We are there when your child needs
us, whether it be for homework help or learning new things.
Let us know your feedback
Come and visit us in the program to get a sneak peek of all the fun activities we get up to in the program.
You will also have an opportunity to meet the team and let us know how we can make your kids smile.
Program details
To find out more about our program, view our fees and to register feel free to visit us in the program or
head to www.campaustralia.com.au.
We look forward to seeing you and your family soon!
From the Team at Camp Australia
Photos of some Cooking Fun at Camp Australia
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