
WWW.WATSONIAHEIGHTSPS .V IC .EDU.AU 
EMAIL-WATSONIA .HEIGHTS .PS@EDUCATION.VIC .GOV.AU 

61  Henry  St reet ,  
Greensborough 3088  

  (03 )  94354617

LINK
LETTER

Friday 13th February
2026

Issue 2

T e r m  D a t e s  2 0 2 6

From the Principal
Tony Ryan

Tuesday  17th  Februar y
Meet  th e  Tea ch er
Meet in gs  (Student
Free  Day)

Dist r ic t  Swimmin g
Carn iva l  Thursday  19 th
Februar y  @
Watermarc

Div is ion  Swimmin g
Carn iva l  Thursday  12th
March  

Nor th ern  Metropol i tan
Regiona l  Swimmin g
Carn iva l  Thursday  19 th
March

 Thurs  2n d  Apr i l  Term
1  en d

Term 1 :
-  Thursday  29 th  Januar y
Years  1 - 6  Students
return
-  Fr iday  30 th  Preps  s tar t
ha l f  day
-  Preps  Wedn esday ’s  o f f
dur in g  Februar y  (apar t
f rom assessm ent  day)
-  Thurs  2n d  Apr i l  term 1
en d
Term 2 :
-  Mon 20 th  Apr i l  term
star t
-  Fr i  26th  Jun e  term en d
Term 3 :
-  Mon 13th  Ju ly  term
star t
-  Fr i  18th  Sep  term en d
Term 4 :
-  Mon 5th  Oc t  term star t
-  Fr i  18th  Dec  year  en d

Hello everyone and welcome to our latest newsletter.
A big thank you to all those in our community that joined us on
Tuesday evening for our school year level information sessions
and the Family Fun Night. We hope that you found the
presentations informative and helpful.

It was also fantastic to see so many of our community enjoying
each other’s company in the school grounds after the
presentations. We hope that families enjoyed the entertainment
options on offer with live music, jumping castles, student games
and face painting going on around the school. It was great to
have the Kelly Club team on hand to facilitate some of our
activities. There seemed to be lots of smiles on our kids faces.

I’d also like to express my sincere thanks to those members of
our staff and community volunteers that supported us to run our
canteen and provide food options for our community. This
volunteer support is vital for our school and makes our
community a great place to be. Without our volunteers we are
unable to offer many school activities and services. A big thank
you to all those who provided volunteer support on the night!



Lots of fun being had by

our community at the

Family Fun Night!

Wa t s o n i a  H e i g h t s  S c h o o l  C o u n c i l :
We  n e e d  p a r e n t  m e m b e r s  o n  o u r  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l !  A r e  y o u  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g
o u r  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l  i n  2 0 2 6 ?  O u r  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e
g o v e r n a n c e  o f  o u r  s c h o o l .  
 
We  a r e  v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e  m a n y  w a y s  o u r  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  v o l u n t e e r  t h e i r
t i m e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  O u r  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l  i s
a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  v a l u e d  s u p p o r t .  
 
T h e  o f f i c e  o f  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i s  f o r  a  t e r m  o f  t w o  y e a r s .  T h e
n u m b e r  o f  a v a i l a b l e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  e a c h  c o u n c i l  c a t e g o r y  l i s t e d  b e l o w  i n c l u d e  b o t h
v a c a n t  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  c u r r e n t  m e m b e r s  o f  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l  w h o  h a v e  f i n i s h e d  t h e i r
c u r r e n t  t w o - y e a r  t e r m  a n d  m a y  s e e k  r e - e l e c t i o n .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g
o u r  c o u n c i l ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  a t  t o n y. r y a n @ e d u c a t i o n . v i c . g o v. a u  o r  o n  9 4 3 5
4 6 1 7  t o  d i s c u s s  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  t o  a c c e s s  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m s .  We  t h a n k  y o u  f o r
y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
 
Wa t s o n i a  H e i g h t s  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  i s  g o v e r n e d  b y  o u r  S c h o o l  C o u n c i l .  T h e
C o u n c i l  i s  m a d e  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  o u r  p a r e n t  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  a l s o  f r o m  o u r
t e a c h i n g  s t a f f ,  i n c l u d i n g  m y s e l f .  Yo u  m a y  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g  o u r  C o u n c i l
a n d  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f u r t h e r  t o  o u r  s c h o o l ’ s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  2  y e a r s .  I t  i s
w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  n e w  m i n i s t e r i a l  o r d e r  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f
s c h o o l  c o u n c i l  t o  h a v e  a  c u r r e n t  Wo r k i n g  W i t h  C h i l d r e n  C h e c k  ( W W C C )



W h a t  i s  a  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l  a n d  w h a t  d o e s  i t  d o ?
A l l  g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l s  i n  V i c t o r i a  h a v e  a  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l .  T h e y  a r e  l e g a l l y
f o r m e d  b o d i e s  t h a t  a r e  g i v e n  p o w e r s  t o  s e t  t h e  k e y  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  a  s c h o o l  w i t h i n
c e n t r a l l y  p r o v i d e d  g u i d e l i n e s .  I n  d o i n g  t h i s ,  a  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l  c a n  d i r e c t l y
i n f l u e n c e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  i t s  s t u d e n t s .

W h o  i s  o n  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l ?
F o r  Wa t s o n i a  H e i g h t s  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  p o s s i b l e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  m e m b e r s h i p :
A m a n d a t e d  e l e c t e d  P a r e n t  c a t e g o r y  a n d  a  m a n d a t e d  e l e c t e d  D E T ( D e p a r t m e n t
o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  Tr a i n i n g  e m p l o y e e  c a t e g o r y  ( t e a c h e r s ) .

W h y  i s  P a r e n t  m e m b e r s h i p  s o  i m p o r t a n t ?
P a r e n t s  o n  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l s  p r o v i d e  i m p o r t a n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d  h a v e  v a l u a b l e
s k i l l s  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  s h a p e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .

N o t i c e  o f  e l e c t i o n  a n d  c a l l  f o r  n o m i n a t i o n s

A n  e l e c t i o n  i s  t o  b e  c o n d u c t e d  f o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  Wa t s o n i a  H e i g h t s  S c h o o l
C o u n c i l .  N o m i n a t i o n  f o r m s  m a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  m u s t  b e  l o d g e d
b y  4  p m  o n  2 7 / 2 / 2 0 2 6 .

S h o u l d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n o m i n a t i o n s  e x c e e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a v a i l a b l e  p o s i t i o n s  i n
e a c h  c a t e g o r y,  a  b a l l o t  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d .  T h e  b a l l o t  w i l l  c l o s e  a t  4  p m  o n
1 8 / 3 / 2 6 .
 
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  n o m i n a t i o n s ,  a  l i s t  o f  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  w i l l  b e
p o s t e d  a t  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h e  t e r m s  o f  o f f i c e ,  m e m b e r s h i p  c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  n u m b e r  o f
p o s i t i o n s  i n  e a c h  m e m b e r s h i p  c a t e g o r y  o p e n  f o r  e l e c t i o n  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

I f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n o m i n a t i o n s  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  v a c a n c i e s ,  a  n o t i c e
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  c a l l i n g  f o r  f u r t h e r  n o m i n a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  p o s t e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l .
To n y  R y a n
P r i n c i p a l



M e e t  T h e  Te a c h e r  M e e t i n g s :

A r e m i n d e r  t h a t  w e  h a v e  o u r  M e e t  t h e  Te a c h e r  M e e t i n g s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h i s
c o m i n g  Tu e s d a y  1 7 F e b r u a r y.  A s  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o c c u r  b e t w e e n  1 0 : 0 0 a m - 6 : 0 0 p m
s t u d e n t s  d o  n o t  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e i r  n o r m a l  s c h o o l  d a y.  P a r e n t s / c a r e r s  a r e
w e l c o m e  t o  s i g n  t h e i r  W H P S  c h i l d  i n t o  t h e  L i b r a r y  s p a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r
m e e t i n g  w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  o u r  s t a f f  t o  c o m p l e t e  a n  a c t i v i t y.  

t h  

F o r  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  a  f u l l  d a y  o f  s u p e r v i s i o n  o n  t h i s  d a y  K e l l y  C l u b  i s
r u n n i n g  a  f u l l  d a y  p r o g r a m  a n d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  b o o k i n g .

F o r  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  y e t  t o  b o o k  a n  i n t e r v i e w  t i m e ,  I ’ d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  a c t i o n
t h i s  q u i c k l y  a s  a v a i l a b l e  m e e t i n g  t i m e s  w i l l  f i l l  u p  f a s t .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e
b o o k i n g  p r o c e s s  w e r e  r e c e n t l y  s e n t  o u t  o n  C o m p a s s  b y  M r  H u n t .

A l s o  a  r e m i n d e r  f o r  a n y  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  h a v e  y e t  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  g e t t i n g  t o  k n o w
y o u  f o r m  a n d  r e t u r n  i t  t o  o u r  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r  t o  d o  s o  A S A P.  T h i s  i s  v a l u a b l e
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  o u r  t e a c h e r s  a b o u t  y o u r  c h i l d  a n d  w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n
d u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  t i m e .

C o m m u n i t y  S a f e t y  Aw a r e n e s s  
We  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  a w a r e  o f  a n  i n c i d e n t  s h a r e d  i n  a  l o c a l  o n l i n e  c o m m u n i t y
g r o u p  t h a t  r e p o r t e d l y  o c c u r r e d  y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  H e n r y  S t r e e t  /
Wa t s o n i a  P l a z a  a r e a . T h e  i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v e d  a  c o n c e r n i n g  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t w o
m a l e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a  y o u n g  m a l e  a d u l t  t h a t  w a s  w i t n e s s e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  b y  a
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y.  T h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  t h e
s c h o o l  h a s  b e e n  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l i e s  i n v o l v e d .

W h i l e  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  t o  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  w e  w o u l d
l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e n t l y  r e m i n d  f a m i l i e s  t o :
·        S p e a k  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  a b o u t  w h a t  t o  d o  i f  t h e y  f e e l  u n s a f e  ( m o v e  t o  a
b u s y / p u b l i c  p l a c e ,  s e e k  h e l p  f r o m  a  t r u s t e d  a d u l t  o r  s h o p ,  c a l l  a  p a r e n t / c a r e r ) .
·        R e m i n d  c h i l d r e n  n o t  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  s t r a n g e r s  a n d  t o  t r u s t  t h e i r  i n s t i n c t s .
·        E n s u r e  c h i l d r e n  k n o w  e m e r g e n c y  c o n t a c t s  a n d  s a f e  p l a c e s  a l o n g  t h e i r
r o u t e  h o m e .

P l e a s e  a v o i d  s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  c o m m u n i t y  f o r u m s ,  a s  t h i s  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  c a u s e
u n n e c e s s a r y  a n x i e t y.  

A s  a l w a y s ,  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  i s  a  s h a r e d  c o m m u n i t y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y.  .



A n a p h y l a x i s
A s  y o u  k n o w  t h i s  i s  a  l i f e  t h r e a t e n i n g  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  a l l  w h o m  s u f f e r  f r o m  i t .  A s  a
s c h o o l  w e  h a v e  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s a f e  a n d  h e a l t h y  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t
f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  T h e r e f o r e  I  r e m i n d  y o u  o f  o u r  s c h o o l ’ s  A n a p h y l a x i s  p o l i c y  t h a t
r e l a t e s  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s .
Wa t s o n i a  H e i g h t s  P r i m a r y  s t r i v e s  t o  b e  a  N U T F R E E  s c h o o l .
N u t s  a r e  k n o w n  a s  a  s e v e r e  a l l e r g e n .  To  m i n i m i s e  r i s k s ,  a s  f a r  a s  i s  p r a c t i c a b l e
Wa t s o n i a  H e i g h t s  r e q u e s t s  n u t s  n o t  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  o n t o  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s ,  o r  o n
s c h o o l  e x c u r s i o n s  o r  c a m p s .  T h i s  p o l i c y  e x t e n d s  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a d u l t s  i n  t h e
s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y.
We  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  l i m i t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a t  W H P S  a n d  a s k  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e
i n  l u n c h b o x e s :

N u t s  –  i n c l u d i n g  p e a n u t s ,  a l m o n d s ,  c a s h e w s ,  p i n e  n u t s ,  h a z e l n u t s ,  w a l n u t s ,
b r a z i l  n u t s ,  p e c a n s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  n u t
S p r e a d s  –  s u c h  a s  p e a n u t  b u t t e r,  N u t e l l a ,  o t h e r  c h o c / n u t  s p r e a d s ,  p e s t o ,  n u t
b u t t e r s  a n d  p e a n u t  o i l
D r i e d  f r u i t  a n d  n u t  b o x e s  a n d  m u e s l i  b a r s  c o n t a i n i n g  n u t s
B i s c u i t s  o r  c a k e s  c o n t a i n i n g  n u t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f l o u r l e s s  c a k e s  w i t h  a l m o n d  m e a l
T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  n o  t r a d i n g  a n d  s h a r i n g  o f  f o o d ,  f o o d  u t e n s i l s  a n d  f o o d
c o n t a i n e r s .
D r i n k  b o t t l e s  a n d  l u n c h  b o x e s  s h o u l d  b e  c l e a r l y  n a m e d .
C h i l d r e n  w i t h  s e v e r e  f o o d  a l l e r g i e s  s h o u l d  o n l y  e a t  l u n c h e s  a n d  s n a c k s
p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  p a r e n t / g u a r d i a n .
F o o d  p r o d u c t s  c o n t a i n i n g  n u t s  a s  a n  i n g r e d i e n t  w i l l  n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h
t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  l u n c h  o r d e r i n g  s e r v i c e ,  o r  s o l d  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  p a r t  o f  s p e c i a l
a c t i v i t i e s .
B o x e s  a n d  p a c k a g e s  w h i c h  h a v e  c o n t a i n e d  n u t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t r e e  n u t s )  a r e  n o t
t o  b e  u s e d  i n  c l a s s r o o m  a c t i v i t i e s .

T h e  u s e  o f  f o o d  i n  c r a f t s ,  c o o k i n g  a n d  s c i e n c e  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i l l  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o
N U T F R E E  a n d  N U T T R A C E  F R E E  a s  f a r  a s  i s  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e
a l l e r g i e s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c h i l d r e n .
P l e a s e  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  p a r e n t s  a r e  d i s c o u r a g e d  f r o m
s e n d i n g  a l o n g  a n y  f o o d  o r  c o n f e c t i o n e r y  f o r  s t u d e n t  b i r t h d a y s .  I f  y o u  r e q u i r e
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m y s e l f  o r  y o u r  c h i l d ’s  t e a c h e r.

P e r s o n a l  P r o p e r t y  a t  S c h o o l :
P e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  i s  o f t e n  b r o u g h t  t o  s c h o o l  b y  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f  a n d  v i s i t o r s .  T h i s
c a n  i n c l u d e  m o b i l e  p h o n e s ,  c a l c u l a t o r s ,  m o u n t a i n  b i k e s ,  t o y s ,  s p o r t i n g
e q u i p m e n t  a n d  c a r s  p a r k e d  o n  s c h o o l  p r e m i s e s .  P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t
o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  Tr a i n i n g  d o e s  n o t  h o l d  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  b r o u g h t
t o  s c h o o l s  a n d  i t  h a s  n o  c a p a c i t y  t o  p a y  f o r  a n y  l o s s  o r  d a m a g e  t o  s u c h
p r o p e r t y.  I t  i s  o u r  s t r o n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  d o  n o t  b r i n g  i t e m s  o f
h i g h  f i n a n c i a l  o r  s e n t i m e n t a l  v a l u e  t o  s c h o o l .  H a v i n g  i t e m s  o f  h i g h  v a l u e ,  l o s t ,
s t o l e n  o r  d a m a g e d  n a t u r a l l y  c a u s e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s t r e s s  f o r  s t u d e n t s .



Tr a d i n g  I t e m s :
O n  a  s i m i l a r  t h e m e ,  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  n o t  t o  e n g a g e  i n
g a m e s / a c t i v i t i e s  a t  s c h o o l  t h e  i n v o l v e  t h e  t r a d i n g  o f  i t e m s  o r  f o o d .  We  h a v e
n o t i c e d  a  s p i k e  i n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  B e y  B l a d e s  a n d  P o k é m o n  c a r d
g a m e s .  W h i l s t  t h e s e  a r e  w e l c o m e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  g r e a t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  w h e n
s t u d e n t s  e n g a g e  i n  t r a d i n g  t y p e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i t  i n v a r i a b l y  e n d s  b a d l y  a n d  w e
u l t i m a t e l y  e n d  u p  w i t h  s a d  a n d  d i s t r e s s e d  c h i l d r e n .  C a n  I  a s k  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  t o
r e i n f o r c e  t h i s  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  n o t  t o  t r a d e  i t e m s  o r  b r i n g  i t e m s  o f  h i g h
v a l u e  t o  s c h o o l ?  

C o m p a s s  P e r m i s s i o n s
P l e a s e  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  C o m p a s s  a s  t h i s  i s  t h e  m a i n  t o o l  f o r
s c h o o l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  s t u d e n t  p e r m i s s i o n s  a n d  g e n e r a l
i n f o r m a t i o n .  I f  y o u  o r  a n y o n e  y o u  k n o w  n e e d s  s u p p o r t  i n  a c c e s s i n g  C o m p a s s
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c e .
U p d a t i n g  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  /  m e d i c a l
I  a s k  a l l  f a m i l i e s  t o  p l e a s e  e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  u p  t o  d a t e  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  a t  t h e
o f f i c e .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s ,  p h o n e  n u m b e r s ,  e m e r g e n c y  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s
e t c . .

To  s t a r t  t h e  y e a r,  w e  h a v e  a  n u m b e r  o f  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e
v i a  y o u r  c h i l d ’s  c o m p a s s  p a g e .  M r  H u n t  r e c e n t l y  p o s t e d  o n  C o m p a s s  a b o u t
w h e r e  f a m i l i e s  c a n  l o c a t e  a n d  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  p e r m i s s i o n s .

T h e s e  i n c l u d e :
2 0 2 6  F i r s t  A i d
2 0 2 6  A n n u a l  L o c a l  E x c u r s i o n  C o n s e n t
2 0 2 6  P h o t o g r a p h y /  F i l m i n g /  R e c o r d i n g  P e r m i s s i o n s
D i g i t a l  Te c h n o l o g i e s  C o d e  o f  P r a c t i c e
W H P S  Vo l u n t e e r s

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p e r m i s s i o n  b e i n g  s i g n e d  s t u d e n t s  a r e
u n a b l e  t o  a c c e s s  t e c h n o l o g y  a t  s c h o o l  a n d  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  l o c a l
w a l k s  f o r  e x c u r s i o n s ,  s w i m m i n g ,  c r o s s  c o u n t r y,  a t h l e t i c s  e t c . .
I f  p a r e n t s  a r e  h a p p y  t o  s i g n  t h e s e  p e r m i s s i o n s ,  p l e a s e  d o  s o  a s  s o o n  a s
p r a c t i c a b l e .

D o g s  a t  S c h o o l :
W i t h  a  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  a t  W H P S  w e  h a v e  n o t i c e d  a
c o n s i d e r a b l e  r i s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d o g s  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  t o  s c h o o l .  W h i l s t  t h i s  m a y
b e  a  l o v e l y  s t a r t  o r  e n d  t o  y o u r  d a y  i n  w a l k i n g  y o u r  d o g  t o  s c h o o l ,  i t  d o e s  p o s e
a n  i s s u e  o f  w h e r e  t h e  d o g s  a r e  t e t h e r e d  d u r i n g  d r o p  o f f  a n d  p i c k  u p  t i m e s .
T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  w e l l b e i n g  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  b r o a d e r
c o m m u n i t y  w e  a r e  n o w  a s k i n g  t h a t  n o  d o g s  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  s c h o o l .

T h i s  w i l l  o f  c o u r s e  m e a n  t h a t  n o  d o g s  a r e  b e i n g  t i e d  u p  a t  a n y  e n t r a n c e  g a t e ,
s u r r o u n d i n g  f e n c e s  o r  p e d e s t r i a n  c a r r i a g e w a y s  a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l .



I  a p o l o g i s e  i f  t h i s  c a u s e s  c o n c e r n  o r  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t o  a n y o n e  h o w e v e r  t h e
s a f e t y  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  i s  p r i o r i t y.  F o r  s o m e  s t u d e n t s ,  d o g s  i n  a n d  a r o u n d
e n t r a n c e s  t o  s c h o o l  c a n  c a u s e  w o r r y,  a n x i e t y  a n d  s t r e s s .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  d e s e r v e  t o
e n t e r  a n d  e x i t  s c h o o l  w i t h o u t  n a v i g a t i n g  t h e s e  e m o t i o n s .

W h i l s t  I  a m  a  d o g  l o v e r  a n d  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  m o s t  d o g s  a r e  p e o p l e  f r i e n d l y  a n d
d o n ’ t  c a u s e  c o n c e r n ,  w e  a r e  f o c u s s e d  o n  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  w e l l b e i n g ,  i n
p a r t i c u l a r  a t  t h e  s t a r t  a n d  e n d  o f  e a c h  d a y.  I  t h a n k - y o u  i n  a d v a n c e  f o r  y o u r
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  w i t h  t h i s  r e q u e s t .

N A P L A N :
O v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  M a r c h  11 - 2 3  s t u d e n t s  i n  y e a r s  3  &  5  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e
a n n u a l  N A P L A N  t e s t s .  T h e s e  t e s t s  a r e  n a t i o n w i d e  a n d  p r o v i d e  a n  i n s i g h t  i n t o
s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  u n d e r  s t r i c t  t e s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o n  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  d a y.  T h e s e
t e s t s  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  c o m e  w i t h  s o m e  l e v e l  o f  a n x i e t y  a n d  t r e p i d a t i o n .  W h i l s t  w e
v a l u e  t h i s  d a t a  a n d  a n a l y s e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  t e s t s  t o  h e l p  b u i l d  a  p i c t u r e  o f
s t u d e n t s  i n  d i f f e r i n g  t e s t i n g  s c e n a r i o s ,  w e  a r e  v e r y  m u c h  a w a r e  t h a t  s t u d e n t
l e a r n i n g  e v o l v e s  a n d  p r e s e n t s  i n  v a r i e d  w a y s  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  T h e s e  t e s t s  a r e
n o t  t h e  o n l y  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g  o r  p e r f o r m a n c e .  A t  W H P S  w e  m a i n t a i n  a  f o c u s
o n  h o l i s t i c  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  c h i l d  o v e r  t i m e .
We  o f f e r  a  b r e a d t h  a n d  d e p t h  o f  c u r r i c u l u m  t h a t  i s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e
N A P L A N  t e s t s  a n d  w e  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  a s s e s s i n g  s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  a  r a n g e
o f  s e t t i n g s  a n d  c u r r i c u l u m  a r e a s .  I f  y o u  o r  y o u r  c h i l d  i s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a n y
c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  N A P L A N ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  y o u r  c h i l d ’s  t e a c h e r.  I n  2 0 2 6  a l l
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e s e  t e s t s  o n l i n e  ( w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  y e a r  3
w r i t i n g ) .

W H P S  S w i m m i n g  C a r n i v a l :
O u r  y e a r s  3 - 6  s w i m m i n g  c a r n i v a l  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  o n  Tu e s d a y  a t  Ya r r a  S w i m
S c h o o l .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a n d  g a v e  t h e i r
b e s t  e f f o r t .  I t  i s  a l w a y s  g r e a t  t o  s e e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  c h e e r i n g  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  e a c h
o t h e r  a n d  t h e  p o s i t i v e  s p i r i t  t h a t  e x i s t s  a t  o u r  s p o r t i n g  e v e n t s .  A b i g  t h a n k y o u  t o
M i s s  M a s s a  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  e v e n t  a n d  t o  o u r  s t a f f  a n d  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  w h o
a s s i s t e d  w i t h  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  a n d  t i m i n g  l a n e s  e t c .  M i s s  M a s s a  h a s
u s e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  c a r n i v a l  t o  s e l e c t  o u r  s w i m  t e a m  t h a t  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e
s c h o o l  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s w i m  c a r n i v a l .  P l e a s e  k e e p  a n  e y e  o u t  o n  C o m p a s s  f o r
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  p e r m i s s i o n  p r o c e s s  a r o u n d  t h i s  t e a m  s e l e c t i o n .



C a r  P a r k i n g :
I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  r e c e n t  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  c o u n c i l  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  p a t r o l l i n g
o u r  s c h o o l  z o n e  a n d  i s s u i n g  p a r k i n g  f i n e s  f o r  c a r s  p a r k e d  i n  d e s i g n a t e d  n o n -
p a r k i n g  z o n e s .

C a r  p a r k i n g  a r o u n d  m o s t  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  i s  a  p e r e n n i a l  i s s u e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
a r o u n d  b u s y  d r o p  o f f  a n d  p i c k  u p  t i m e s .  O u r  s c h o o l  a l s o  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h i s  i s s u e
w i t h  l i m i t e d  v i s i t o r  p a r k i n g .  A s  p a r t  o f  o u r  a v a i l a b l e  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s ,  w e  p r i o r i t i s e
a n  a c c e s s i b l e / d i s a b l e d  p a r k i n g  s p a c e  f o r  t h o s e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l
m o b i l i t y  n e e d s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  s o m e  w i t h i n  o u r
c o m m u n i t y  h a v e  b e e n  p a r k i n g  i n  t h i s  s p o t ,  d e s p i t e  n o t  h a v i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e
A c c e s s i b l e  P a r k i n g  P e r m i t .  T h e s e  p e r m i t s / p a r k i n g  s p o t s  a r e  f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s a b i l i t y,  i n j u r y  o r  t h e  l e g a l l y  b l i n d .  I f  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  m a y
q u a l i f y  f o r  a n  A c c e s s i b l e  P a r k i n g  P e r m i t ,  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n
p r o c e s s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t h t t p s : / / t r a n s p o r t . v i c . g o v. a u / r o a d - r u l e s - a n d -
s a f e t y / p e r m i t s / a c c e s s i b l e - p a r k i n g - p e r m i t s

F o r  t h o s e  w i t h  p e r m i t s  t h e y  m u s t  b e :
·  d i s p l a y e d  o n l y  w h i l e  t h e  p e r m i t  o w n e r  i s  u s i n g  t h e  v e h i c l e  ( a s  a  d r i v e r  o r  a
p a s s e n g e r )
·  d i s p l a y e d  s o  t h e  p e r m i t  n u m b e r,  e x p i r y  d a t e  a n d  Q R  C o d e  a r e  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e
f r o m  t h e  v e h i c l e ' s  e x t e r i o r.

I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h o s e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  m o s t  i n  n e e d  o f
t h i s  p a r k i n g  s p o t ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  o t h e r  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  r e f r a i n  f r o m
p a r k i n g  i n  t h i s  s p o t .

We  h a v e  s i m i l a r  c o n c e r n s  a r o u n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a c c e s s i n g  a n d
p a r k i n g  i n  t h e  S t a f f  C a r  P a r k s  ( t h e  g r a v e l  c a r  p a r k  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  v i s i t o r
c a r p a r k  a n d  a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  B E R  L i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g .  T h e s e  c a r p a r k i n g  z o n e s  a r e
c l e a r l y  s i g n e d  a n d  p r o v i d e d  f o r  s t a f f  o n l y  a n d  a r e  n o t  s a f e  s p a c e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s
t o  b e  e x i t i n g / e n t e r i n g  v e h i c l e s .

We  a s k  t h a t  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  p a r k  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l  d u r i n g
t h e  p e a k  p i c k  u p  a n d  d r o p  o f f  t i m e s  a n d  n a v i g a t e  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l
j o u r n e y  o n  f o o t .  T h i s  c a n  a l s o  b e  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  u n p a c k  t h e  d a y  w i t h  y o u r
c h i l d / r e n .  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  e v e r y o n e ’s  s a f e t y  w e  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  w i t h
t h i s  m a t t e r.

https://transport.vic.gov.au/road-rules-and-safety/permits/accessible-parking-permits
https://transport.vic.gov.au/road-rules-and-safety/permits/accessible-parking-permits


S c h o o l  Wi d e  P o s i t i v e  B e h a v i o u r  S u p p o r t  S t r o n g  S t a r t :
I ’ d  l i k e  t o  f i n i s h  b y  t h a n k i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h e  s t r o n g  a n d  s e t t l e d  s t a r t  t o
t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r.  We  a r e  i n v e s t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  t i m e  a c t i v e l y  t e a c h i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s
a b o u t  t h e  p o s i t i v e  b e h a v i o u r s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  u s  i n  c r e a t i n g  a  g r e a t  s c h o o l
e n v i r o n m e n t .  

F a m i l i e s  w o u l d  h a v e  s e e n  o u r  r e c e n t  p o s t  o f  o u r  S W P B S  B e h a v i o u r  M a t r i x  ( L i t e ) .
T h i s  i s  a  k e y  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  w i l l  e v o l v e  f u r t h e r  o v e r  t i m e .  I t  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e
p o s i t i v e  b e h a v i o u r s  t h a t  w e  t e a c h  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  d i s p l a y  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o n t e x t s
a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l  u n d e r  t h e  b r o a d  s c h o o l  v a l u e  o f  r e s p e c t .  A n  i m a g e  o f  t h i s
d o c u m e n t  i s  b e l o w  a n d  i t  w a s  a l s o  r e c e n t l y  s h a r e d  v i a  C o m p a s s .  We  e n c o u r a g e
a l l  f a m i l i e s  t o  h a v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a t  h o m e  a b o u t  h o w  t h e s e  b e h a v i o u r s  c a n  b e s t
b e  m o d e l l e d  b y  y o u r  c h i l d  a t  s c h o o l .

T h e  t i m i n g  o f  o u r  i n c l u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  S W P B S  f r a m e w o r k  i s  a  g o o d  f i t  w i t h  t h e  n e w
D E T p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  R e s p e c t f u l ,  S a f e ,  E n g a g e d :  s h a r e d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  t o
s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t  b e h a v i o u r.  I m p o r t a n t l y  t h i s  p o l i c y  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  s h a r e d  r o l e
a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s c h o o l s  a n d  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  p l a y  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  p o s i t i v e  s t u d e n t
b e h a v i o u r.  I ’ d  e n c o u r a g e  f a m i l i e s  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  D E T p r o v i d e d  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h i s
s p a c e  f u r t h e r.  

h t t p s : / / c o n t e n t . s d p . e d u c a t i o n . v i c . g o v. a u / m e d i a / a 3 - p o s t e r - r e s p e c t f u l - s a f e -
e n g a g e d - 3 3 7 6

H a v e  a  g r e a t  w e e k e n d ,
To n y

https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/a3-poster-respectful-safe-engaged-3376
https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/a3-poster-respectful-safe-engaged-3376


Student of The Week
Week 2

Week 3

ARCHER, ARJUN, MILLIE, LUCAS, NOAH, LUCIAN, RILEY,
ESME, NIAMH, KENDALL, THEO, MICHAEL, KYRIE,
JORDAN, BONNIE, MAX, AN, MARCUS, EILA, WILL,

PATRICK, AMELIA, RUBY.

WILLIAM, NATALIA, KATE, MAE, ADELINE, TAHLIA,
FREDDIE, JACK, IKAL, ISLA, NATALIA, DAVID, MILA,

PRESTON, AVA, LUCA,MILA, DUSK, EVA, RORY.



School Captains 2026
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Watch this space.... 



DIARY 2026
Dates for

your

Term 1 - 27th Jan - 2nd April
District Swimming Carnival Thursday 19th February @ Watermarc

Division Swimming Carnival Thursday 12th March 
Northern Metropolitan Regional Swimming Carnival Thursday 19th March

Term 2 - 20th April - 26th June
WHPS 3-6 House Cross Country Monday 27th April 2026 @ WHPS

Colour Run (P-6) Friday May 1st 2026
WHPS 3-6 House Cross Country BACKUP DAY 4th May 2026 @ WHPS

District Cross Country Monday 11th May @ Banyule Flats Reserve
Division Cross Country Wednesday 3rd June 

Northern Metropolitan Regional Cross Country Wednesday 17th June
Grade 3 Camp Mount Evelyn - Wednesday 24th June-Friday 26th June 2026 

Term 3 - 13th July - 18th September 2026
WHPS 3/4 House Athletics Monday 20th July 2026 @ Willinda Park

AFL 9s Division Thursday 23rd July
WHPS 5/6 House Athletics Monday 27th July 2026 @ Willinda Park

Netball Division Tuesday July 28th 
Soccer Division Wednesday July 29th

T Ball Division Thursday July 30th 
District Athletics Thursday 20th August @ Meadowglen Athletics Track

Division Athletics Friday September 11th 

Term 4 - 5th October - 18th December 2026
Northern Metropolitan Regional Athletics Wednesday 14th October 2026

Grade 5 Camp Sovereign Hill - Wednesday 14th October- Wednesday 16th October 2026
Division Basketball Thursday 15th October 
Division Softball Wednesday 21st October 

Grade 4 Camp Alexandra Adventure Resort - Monday 26th October- Wednesday 28th October 2026
Cricket Blast Wednesday 28th

Grade 6 Camp Coastal Forest Lodge - Wednesday 2nd December - Friday 4th December 2026

By Miss Massa



INTERSCHOOL
SPORT CODE
OF CONDUCT



At WHPS, we are proud to offer an amazing range of clubs that provide students with
opportunities to explore their interests, build new skills and connect with peers beyond
the classroom. These clubs offer safe, supportive spaces where children can
strengthen friendships, practise teamwork and develop confidence while engaging in
activities they genuinely enjoy. We are incredibly fortunate to be able to provide
these enriching experiences for our students, and we encourage families to talk with
their child/ren about the clubs available.
Our Clubs will cover a range of Curriculum areas, including Art, Mandarin, Science,
Wellbeing and offerings from our amazing Librarian, Kathryne. An announcement will
be made to remind students of the clubs we have on offer and a timetable will be on
display in your child’s classroom.

Library open
at lunchtime

Library open
at lunchtime

Library open
at lunchtime

Green Team in
Library &
Grounds

Knitting Club
in the Library

Chess Club
Parent paid opportunity
from external provider

Art Club in the
Art Room

Yoga Club in
the BER

Mindful Art
Club in the BER

Mindful Colouring
Club in the BER

Science Club in
the Science

Room

Mandarin Club
in the Mandarin

Room



1 | Department of Education 

 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES 
EveryVictorian childshouldhave accesstothe world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the
classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the
opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making
Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s
financial circumstances and their outcomes. 

CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
Schoolcamps provide children with inspiring
experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world
works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and
leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to 
assist eligible families to cover the costs of school 
excursions, camps and sporting activities. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or 
support an out of home care student you may be 
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category 
also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
The allowance is paid directly to the school to use 
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school
office to obtain a CSEF application form or
download from the website below. 

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school 
last year, you do not need to complete an 
application form this year unless there has 
been a change in your family circumstances. 
You only need to complete an application 
form if any of the following changes have 
occurred: 

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund 

The annual CSEF amount per student is $400 for all
school students. 

• new student enrolments: your child has 
started or changed schools this year. 

• changed family circumstances: such 
as a change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing this year. 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund


Watsonia Heights Primary School



I

Minecraft Engineers is our latest exciting blend of coding, engineering
and creativity using everyone’s favourite game: Minecraft!

with over 1000+ reviews

Get in touch at hello@codecamp.com.au 

FIRST TIME TO CODE CAMP?

SAVE $15
Use coupon code SCHOOL15 at checkout

Monday 2 Feb - 23 Mar
3:45PM - 5:00PM

Watsonia Heights Primary
School

Years 3 - 6

www.codecamp.com.au/watsonia








