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Hello everyone,
Welcome to our latest newsletter addition. 

Prep 2027 Information Night:
Our school will be conducting our 2027 Prep Information Night
in the BER building on Thurs 26  March at 7:00pm. If you have a
child entering prep in 2027 we welcome you to attend to hear
more information about our ‘Jumpstart School Preparation
Program’, our prep transition program and our school learning
programs. 

th

AEU Industrial Action:
Our school community may be aware based on media reports
that the AEU have proposed protected stop work action for the
24  March. There has been no further information provided by
the DET or the AEU to this point, but we will keep the
community informed about any developments in this space. 

th

Curriculum Day Dates 2026:
At our school council meeting last week council approved the
remaining curriculum days for our school for 2026. These dates
being Monday 18  May for our Term 2 Parent Teacher interviews
and Monday November 2  as a report writing day. 

th

nd



Parent & Carer Involvement at Our School:
At our school, we greatly value the strong partnerships we share with our parents and carers. Our
volunteers that assist in the canteen, support excursions and events, help with reading programs,
assist the Buildings and Grounds team with working bees, assist with fundraising, or contribute
through School Council and Community Links makes a meaningful difference to our students’
learning and wellbeing.

Volunteers play a vital role in primary schools. Your time, skills and commitment enrich our
programs, strengthen our community, and help create the supportive environment that allows
every child to thrive. We sincerely thank all of our volunteers for their generosity and encourage
any parents or carers who are interested in becoming involved to contact the school office for
more information. Together, we build a strong and connected school community. To ensure the
safety and wellbeing of all students, we kindly remind families that any volunteer working with
children at school must hold a current and valid Working With Children Check (WWCC) and provide
this to the school office prior to volunteering. This requirement helps us maintain a safe and
secure environment for everyone. Below are some more details about areas where our community
can provide support to our school.

Community Links:
Our Community Links group is our parent and friends group within the school. They work together
to coordinate a range of fundraising and social activities for our school community. A practical
example of what this support can look like can be found with our upcoming Colour Run event at
the start of next term. Our school desperately needs a team of parents/carers to coordinate the
distribution of prizes to students across the school following the event. If you are in a position to
support with this event please reach out to Mr Ryan or Mr Hunt.

Canteen: 
Our school canteen operates as a service to our community on Monday’s, Wednesday’s and
Friday’s. We attempt to keep associated pricing as affordable as possible for our families. The time
and support that our volunteers provide to our canteen manager Cara to operate the canteen is
vital to it’s viability. If you think you could support in the canteen from time to time I’d encourage
you to reach out to Cara to share your availability.
Cara.Osborne@education.vic.gov.au

School Council:
In our last school newsletter we distributed information about the nomination process for school
council. I thank and congratulate Peta Beattie, Zendegi Leonard, Beth Cairns, Louise Lines, Mel
Murphy Edwards and Alyssa O’Connell for their nomination and election on to our school council
in the parent category. 

We also shared that there were 3 DET employee category positions.  I’d like to thank and
congratulate Emma MacDonald, Fiona McLean and Cherrie McIntosh for their nomination and
election on to our school council.



Parent/Carer Reading Program: 
Our students benefit greatly from opportunities to read aloud with an adult and further develop
their reading fluency and expression. We appreciate those members of our community that are
able to give up some time across the time to provide this service to our students. Mrs Lainie
Barber coordinates this program within our school and can support our volunteers by running an
information session to provide advice and support to our volunteers. If you are interested please
reach out to Lainie. 
Lainie.Barber@education.vic.gov.au

Buildings and Grounds:
Our school regularly runs working bees to keep our buildings and grounds looking in good
condition. This can include a combination of larger school-wide working bees and at other times
just a small working party of volunteers to complete some maintenance tasks after school once a
term. If this assistance is something that you would be interested in helping with, please reach out
to Stuart Hunt.
stuart.hunt@education.vic.gov.au

Camps and Excursions:
We are regularly looking for additional parent/carer volunteer support for school events such as
sporting carnivals, camps and excursions. If you have interest in supporting any sporting event or
camp, you can register your interest with Miss Massa. For excursions your classroom teacher
would be the first point of contact. 
Massa.Macellari@education.vic.gov.au

Again we thank any members of our community that support any of the essential functions of our
school listed above. 

Say Cheese!
Our school photo days are approaching with our class photo day coming up on Wednesday the 25
March and sibling and graduation photos taken the next day Thursday the 27  March. A flyer will
be coming home in student bags in the coming days with further important information and
individualised student codes associated with our photos. It’s also a timely reminder about the
importance of our students being in their full school uniform not just on photo day but for each
day of school. 

th

th

Promotional Photos:
Speaking of photos, as was shared in recent newsletters our school has had some promotional
photography completed yesterday. This will be used to update some of our signage around the
school, updating our school website images and will be used in the promotion of other events such
as information nights or school programs. The school used the promotional photo permission
information shared by our families this term to determine which students could be included in this
photography. As an additional measure when the school identifies which photos it hopes to use in
these promotional activities, we will reach out to parents/carers before publishing.

mailto:Lainie.Barber@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:stuart.hunt@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Massa.Macellari@education.vic.gov.au


NAPLAN:
A reminder that the NAPLAN Assessment window is approaching between the 11 -23  March.
Students in Year 3 and Year 5 sit these assessments in a number of subject areas, which provides a
snapshot of their performance on the day of the assessment. 

th rd

Mr Hunt sent out a Compass post earlier this week with additional information about the testing
program.

Child Safe Standards:
Please be aware of our commitment to the Child Safe Standards.
CHILD SAFE STANDARD - STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY
Watsonia Heights Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young
people. This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Watsonia Heights Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
WHPS is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are
safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular
attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally
and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well as the
safety of children with a disability.
Every person involved in Watsonia Heights Primary School has a responsibility to understand the
important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing
and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision
they make.

In its planning, decision-making and operations Watsonia Heights Primary School will:
1. Take a preventative, proactive and participatory approach to child safety
2. Value and empower children to participate in decisions which affect their lives
3. Foster a culture of openness that supports all persons to safely disclose risks of harm to
children
4. Respect diversity in cultures and child rearing practices while keeping child safety paramount
5. Provide written guidance on appropriate conduct and behaviour towards children
6. Engage only the most suitable people to work with children and have high quality staff and
volunteer supervision and professional development
7. Ensure children know who to talk with if they are worried or are feeling unsafe, and that they are
comfortable and encouraged to raise such issues
8. Report suspected abuse, neglect or mistreatment promptly to the appropriate authorities
9. Share information appropriately and lawfully with other organisations where the safety and
wellbeing of children is at risk
10. Value the input of and communicate regularly with families and carers



Support Programs:
We are excited to have commenced many of our additional programs across the school. This
includes some of our lunchtime clubs, 2026 Junior School Council, support and extension
programs.

Some of these groups provide additional programs for our students to enhance their social,
emotional and academic capacity. We have groups that focus on many areas including: 

·      Literacy support via tiered intervention 
·      Support and extension groups for numeracy and literacy
·      Social and emotional supports
·      Enjoyment based lunchtime clubs and groups
·      Student leadership meetings

We are proud to be able to offer a diverse and differentiated approach to catering for the
individual needs of our amazing students. Our classroom teachers do a wonderful job at providing
an engaging, challenging, enjoyable and targeted learning program each and every day.

I hope everyone has a wonderful weekend.

Tony



GRADE
4

Grade 4 has been very amazing, I’m
awestrucked by how nice the teachers are
but sometimes I get a bit mad at them.
There are some challenges but it’s very
good because we want to learn. Everyday
our teacher comes to work, tries their
best to teach us new things and because
that’s how we grow up. 

Alma

Annie

Josh

Carter

Ethan

The start of Grade 4 is amazing. All
of the teachers are amazing so I
wasn’t scared. We’ve learnt so much
already!

At this school we just learnt the
word ‘engrossed’ and ‘devised’. This
is a great school. There is a great
playground and we follow the rule
STRIVE. So now you know that this
is a great school.

I have had a great start of Grade 4! I
am so excited for the year. 

We are currently learning the doubling rule, like
the word beginning. We are also reading
Kensuke’s Kingdom; it’s not really a kingdom.
But it is still very good to read, well, listen. In
maths, we are learning to do fractions, which is
not that hard for me. In this class, we have cool
chants like holy moly guacamole! In art, we are
making landscapes. 



DISTRICTDISTRICT
SWIMMINGSWIMMING
DISTRICT
SWIMMING

On Thursday, 19  February, 30 amazing 3-6 students represented WHPS at the District Swimming Carnival
at Watermarc. The students represented the school proudly and tried their best efforts in all strokes. They
cheered and supported one another, which resulted in an amazing result of coming 2  OVERALL! What an
unreal effort by all. We have some unreal swimmers going onto the next level of Division on 12th March @

Oak Park. If your child has made it to Division, you will receive a compass event with all information
included. We are SO PROUD of all the efforts today!

th

nd
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SCHOOL SPORTSCHOOL SPORT
VICTORIA STATEVICTORIA STATE

TRIALSTRIALS
SCHOOL SPORT

VICTORIA STATE
TRIALS

A REMINDER FOR SSV TRIALS.
IF YOUR CHILD IS INTERESTED IN TRYING OUT FOR

 MORE THAN ONE SPORT IN THE SSV STATE TRAILS ( FOR
5/6S) ,  PLEASE TOUCH BASE WITH TONY, STUART 

OR MYSELF TO CHECK THAT THERE ARE NOT 
ALREADY 3 STUDENTS REGISTERED, 

AS THERE MAY BE OPENINGS.



Student of The Week
Week 4

Week 5

, RORY.

Week 4

 SAYLOR, MEMPHIS, HANNAH, ZANDER, ELIJAH, IVY,
CARTER, LEVI, AUDREY, RAE, RUBY, HENDRIX, SAMUEL,

JUDE, QUINN, HARRIET, RILEY, BIJAN, MORRISSEY,
KAYLA.

Week 5

 REMI, THEA, TOM, MICHAEL, NATALIA, JESSE, MARGOT,
RYLAN, ARI, LACHLAN, LENNON, LAYLA, NED, AVA, LUCA,

AKASH, EDWARD, COOPER, EDEN, SERENA, ALEX.



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Xander
Favourite things about WHPS: Sport
When I grow, I want to be a: NBA Player
Some of my hobbies include: Sport
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Assembly

GRADE 1GRADE 1

Name: Harry
Favourite things about WHPS: Mandarin
When I grow, I want to be a: Lego worker man
Some of my hobbies include: Ninja
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Have meetings

Name: Elle
Favourite things about WHPS: Mandarin
When I grow, I want to be a: Teacher
Some of my hobbies include: Swimming
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Assembly

Name: Adeline
Favourite things about WHPS: Playing outside
When I grow, I want to be a: Singer
Some of my hobbies include: Tennis
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Assembly



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Audrey
Favourite things about WHPS: PE
When I grow, I want to be a: Dentist
Some of my hobbies include: Dancing & gymnastics
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Go up at assembly

GRADE 1GRADE 1

Name: Benji
Favourite things about WHPS: PE
When I grow, I want to be a: Cricket player
Some of my hobbies include: Football
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Planting plants



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Riley
Favourite things about WHPS: My friends
When I grow, I want to be an: Artist
Some of my hobbies include: Swimming and craft
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping others

GRADE 2GRADE 2

Name: Joshua 
Favourite things about WHPS: Learning
When I grow, I want to be a: Basketballer
Some of my hobbies include: Knitting and basketball
As part of JSC I am most excited about: making the school
better

Name:
Favourite things about WHPS:
When I grow, I want to be a:
Some of my hobbies include: 
As part of JSC I am most excited about:

Name:
Favourite things about WHPS:
When I grow, I want to be a:
Some of my hobbies include: 
As part of JSC I am most excited about:



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Freddie
Favourite things about WHPS: Canteen
When I grow, I want to be a: Police
Some of my hobbies include: Tennis and swimming
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Badge

GRADE 2GRADE 2

Name: Esme
Favourite things about WHPS: Playing with my friends
When I grow, I want to be: in the military
Some of my hobbies include: Soccer
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Planting



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Lennon
Favourite things about WHPS: Everything
When I grow, I want to be an: Actor
Some of my hobbies include: Gaming, sports and art
As part of JSC I am most excited about: The badge

GRADE 3GRADE 3

Name: Ruby
Favourite things about WHPS: Science and Art
When I grow, I want to be an: Artist
Some of my hobbies include: Tennis, gymnastics, swimming and
drawing
As part of JSC I am most excited about: making the school a better
place

Name: Elijah
Favourite things about WHPS: Maths and lunchtime
When I grow, I want to be a: Basketball player
Some of my hobbies include:  Basketball and swimming
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Getting a badge

Name: Hendrix
Favourite things about WHPS: Playtime
When I grow, I want to be a: AFL Player or farmer
Some of my hobbies include: Footy
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Everything



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Frances
Favourite things about WHPS: reading books
When I grow, I want to be a: Geologist
Some of my hobbies include: Gymnastics
As part of JSC I am most excited about: everything

GRADE 3GRADE 3

Name: Gabby
Favourite things about WHPS: Everything
When I grow, I want to be a: Vet
Some of my hobbies include: Music and Art
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Everything

Name: Aria
Favourite things about WHPS: Everything
When I grow, I want to be a: Teacher
Some of my hobbies include: Horse Riding
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Everything

Name: Fletcher
Favourite things about WHPS: Lunchtime
When I grow, I want to be an: AFL player
Some of my hobbies include: Footy and cricket
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Everything



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Bodhi
Favourite things about WHPS: It’s calm and a great school
When I grow, I want to be a: Vet
Some of my hobbies include: Swimming
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Helping the community

GRADE 4GRADE 4

Name: Levi
Favourite things about WHPS: the teachers
When I grow, I want to be: in the military
Some of my hobbies include: Mini golf, Timezone and TV
As part of JSC I am most excited about: speaking at assembly

Name: Nakshatra
Favourite things about WHPS: Learning and interacting
When I grow, I want to be a: Police, army or scientist
Some of my hobbies include: Karate and games
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Everything!

Name: Lily
Favourite things about WHPS: All of my teachers
When I grow, I want to be a: Teacher or astrologist
Some of my hobbies include: Knitting, basketball, art and journalling
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Sharing my ideas and
speaking at assembly



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Alma
Favourite things about WHPS: Very kind teachers
When I grow, I want to be a: Lawyer or police
Some of my hobbies include: Drawing
As part of JSC I am most excited about: to talk infront of my
school

GRADE 4GRADE 4

Name: Tommy
Favourite things about WHPS: Sport
When I grow, I want to be a: Professional Dirtbiker
Some of my hobbies include: Dirt bike riding, speed blading
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Plants



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Xavier
Favourite things about WHPS: playing soccer
When I grow, I want to be a: Professional soccer player
Some of my hobbies include: Soccer and running
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping the school

GRADE 5GRADE 5

Name: Amelia
Favourite things about WHPS: learning, especially English
When I grow, I want to be: The Prime Minister
Some of my hobbies include: Reading, art and smiling
As part of JSC I am most excited about: making the school a
better place
Name: Lola
Favourite things about WHPS: Art and being with my friends
When I grow, I want to be a: Therapist
Some of my hobbies include: Drawing classes
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Standing up at
assembly

Name: Zachary
Favourite things about WHPS: Sport
When I grow, I want to be a: Software engineer
Some of my hobbies include: Basketball
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping the school get
better



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Remy
Favourite things about WHPS: Art
When I grow, I want to be a: Art therapist
Some of my hobbies include: Dawing
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Badge

GRADE 5GRADE 5

Name: Taylor
Favourite things about WHPS: Sport and learning
When I grow, I want to be a: Teacher or a lawyer
Some of my hobbies include: Gymnastics and art
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Heling the school get
bigger and better. 



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Toby
Favourite things about WHPS: Lunch
When I grow, I want to be a: Gamer
Some of my hobbies include: Chilling out
As part of JSC I am most excited about: doing fundraisers

GRADE 6GRADE 6

Name: Sienna
Favourite things about WHPS: My friends, art and writing
When I grow, I want to be a: I dont know yet
Some of my hobbies include:  Dancing, netball and reading
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Helping the school

Name: Ollie
Favourite things about WHPS: Basketball, maths and helping people
When I grow, I want to be a: Carpenter
Some of my hobbies include: Cricket, basketball, mountain biking
and tennis
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Helping the school become
a better place
Name: Ethan
Favourite things about WHPS: Sport
When I grow, I want to be a: Solider
Some of my hobbies include: Lego and martial arts
As part of JSC I am most excited about: the badge and heping
out



JSCJSC20262026

Name: Ethan
Favourite things about WHPS: Sport
When I grow, I want to be an: Actor
Some of my hobbies include: playing
As part of JSC I am most excited about: making plans

GRADE 6GRADE 6

Name: Bianca
Favourite things about WHPS: Sport, integrated studies and
friends
When I grow, I want to be a: Fashion designer or chef
Some of my hobbies include: Hockey, designing
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Fundraisers



JSCJSC20262026 Thank you to all
the families who

have donated
some succulents
for our JSC team
to plant. The JSC

team have
worked hard to

plant these
around the

school, plase
take a look and
keep your eyes

peeled for more
to come! 



DIARY 2026
Dates for

your

Term 1 - 27th Jan - 2nd April
District Swimming Carnival Thursday 19th February @ Watermarc

Division Swimming Carnival Thursday 12th March 
Northern Metropolitan Regional Swimming Carnival Thursday 19th March

Term 2 - 20th April - 26th June
WHPS 3-6 House Cross Country Monday 27th April 2026 @ WHPS

Colour Run (P-6) Friday May 1st 2026
WHPS 3-6 House Cross Country BACKUP DAY 4th May 2026 @ WHPS

District Cross Country Monday 11th May @ Banyule Flats Reserve
Division Cross Country Wednesday 3rd June 

Northern Metropolitan Regional Cross Country Wednesday 17th June
Grade 3 Camp Mount Evelyn - Wednesday 24th June-Friday 26th June 2026 

Term 3 - 13th July - 18th September 2026
WHPS 3/4 House Athletics Monday 20th July 2026 @ Willinda Park

AFL 9s Division Thursday 23rd July
WHPS 5/6 House Athletics Monday 27th July 2026 @ Willinda Park

Netball Division Tuesday July 28th 
Soccer Division Wednesday July 29th

T Ball Division Thursday July 30th 
District Athletics Thursday 20th August @ Meadowglen Athletics Track

Division Athletics Friday September 11th 

Term 4 - 5th October - 18th December 2026
Northern Metropolitan Regional Athletics Wednesday 14th October 2026

Grade 5 Camp Sovereign Hill - Wednesday 14th October- Wednesday 16th October 2026
Division Basketball Thursday 15th October 
Division Softball Wednesday 21st October 

Grade 4 Camp Alexandra Adventure Resort - Monday 26th October- Wednesday 28th October 2026
Cricket Blast Wednesday 28th

Grade 6 Camp Coastal Forest Lodge - Wednesday 2nd December - Friday 4th December 2026

By Miss Massa



INTERSCHOOL
SPORT CODE
OF CONDUCT



At WHPS, we are proud to offer an amazing range of clubs that provide students with
opportunities to explore their interests, build new skills and connect with peers beyond
the classroom. These clubs offer safe, supportive spaces where children can
strengthen friendships, practise teamwork and develop confidence while engaging in
activities they genuinely enjoy. We are incredibly fortunate to be able to provide these
enriching experiences for our students, and we encourage families to talk with their
child/ren about the clubs available.
Our Clubs will cover a range of Curriculum areas, including Art, Mandarin, Science,
Wellbeing and offerings from our amazing Librarian, Kathryne. An announcement will
be made to remind students of the clubs we have on offer and a timetable will be on
display in your child’s classroom.

Library open
at lunchtime

Library open
at lunchtime

Library open
at lunchtime

Green Team in
Library &
Grounds

Knitting Club
in the Library

Chess Club
Parent paid opportunity
from external provider

Art Club in the
Art Room

Yoga Club in
the BER

Mindful Art
Club in the BER

Mindful Colouring
Club in the BER

Science Club in
the Science

Room

Mandarin Club
in the Mandarin

Room
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES 
EveryVictorian childshouldhave accesstothe world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the
classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the
opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making
Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s
financial circumstances and their outcomes. 

CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
Schoolcamps provide children with inspiring
experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world
works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and
leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to 
assist eligible families to cover the costs of school 
excursions, camps and sporting activities. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or 
support an out of home care student you may be 
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category 
also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
The allowance is paid directly to the school to use 
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school
office to obtain a CSEF application form or
download from the website below. 

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school 
last year, you do not need to complete an 
application form this year unless there has 
been a change in your family circumstances. 
You only need to complete an application 
form if any of the following changes have 
occurred: 

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund 

The annual CSEF amount per student is $400 for all
school students. 

• new student enrolments: your child has 
started or changed schools this year. 

• changed family circumstances: such 
as a change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing this year. 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund











