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Hello everyone and welcome to our Week 7 newsletter.  

Full Time Preps!
Our prep students have settled into school life very well. During
February we run an altered program for our prep students where they
have a rest day on Wednesday with the exception of some academic
testing. Now that we are into March our preps have commenced a full-
time school program. They are doing a great job settling into the
routines and structure of school life. I also want to acknowledge our
fantastic prep team of teachers and support staff for all their work in
creating a calm, consistent and engaging learning environment for our
youngest students to thrive!

International Womens Day:
Last Sunday, the 8  of March was International Women’s Day. We
took the opportunity to celebrate this event at our school on Tuesday
this week following the long weekend. It was a good opportunity to
acknowledge the amazing women on our staff for the passion,
commitment and expertise that they display each day in our school in
supporting our students and the wider community. I extend that
acknowledgement and thanks to all the women in our community for
their fantastic support of our students and the school. 

th



New Cubby:
We continue to look for opportunities to
improve the learning and play
environment for our students at the
school. Many in our community may
have noticed a new piece of playground
infrastructure that appeared this week
with a new themed play cubby in our
junior school. We now have the WHPS
Fire Station open for service! I’m sure
this new addition to our school will
provide countless hours of fun
imaginative play in the years ahead. 

Stop Work Action:
Many in our community will be aware that negotiations between the DET and AEU for the new collective
bargaining agreement have come to a standstill. You may have also seen in the media, reports of the
intended protected industrial stop work action planned by the AEU for Tuesday 24  March 2026. As the
ballot for this proposed industrial action has only closed yesterday, schools are yet to receive further
information from the DET or AEU about the outcome of the ballot. I wanted to give our community as
much notice as possible about potential impacts to staffing and school operations for the 24  March. 
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I’ll share more information with our community as it comes to light. 

NAPLAN Testing:
Our Year 3 and 5 students have commenced their NAPLAN testing period this week. Parents/Carers
would have likely seen in the media and via communication from the school that there was a nation-wide
technical issue which disrupted the writing test for our Year 5 students on Wednesday. This technical
issue has been rectified, and our Year 5 students completed the writing assessment yesterday. Our Year
3 and 5 students will continue the testing for additional subject areas next week. 

Canteen Operation:
Please be advised that our canteen won’t be available for lunch orders or counter sales across the next
week 16 -20  March due to our Canteen Manager Cara being away. We apologise for the short-term
disruption to this service. The canteen will be back in operation as of Mon the 23  March.

th th
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Early Arrivals: 
We continue to have concerns around a small number of students arriving at school very early and being
left unsupervised in the yard. A reminder that teachers are not on yard supervision duty until 8:45am.
Students that are arriving prior to 8:30am should be enrolled in the Kelly Club before school care
program. We appreciate parents/carers ensuring that their child is appropriately supervised outside of the
supervised 8:45am-3:45pm school day to ensure student safety. 



Colour Run:
Earlier this week we had our launch day
for our 2026 Colour Run. The Colour
Run is our major fundraising event for
the year. This is always a highly
anticipated event and is a highlight on
our calendar for many students. 

Our Colour Explosion School Fun
Run is scheduled for the start of next
term Friday 1st May. 

Earlier this week we sent home a flyer in student bags outlining the process for families to set up their
online fundraising profile page. If your child didn’t have a copy of this in their bag, please follow up with
the classroom teacher to receive your copy. 

It's important to set up the profile page early to allow enough time for family and friends to support
student participation in this event. The much-needed funds raised by this event will go towards
renovation of our school toilet facilities and benefit all our students. 

On the day of the Colour Run students are invited to wear a white shirt covering the shoulders and close
toed shoes. Students will be given free sunglasses and a rainbow coloured headband as part of the
event. Students will be covered in non-toxic, biodegradable colour powder from head to toe. The
coloured powder is made of high-quality corn starch and permitted food colours. 

Students get to take part in A WHPS COLOUR RUN by getting sprayed with water guns and smashed
with colour powder by our staff and volunteers. The course will run all throughout our schoolgrounds at
WHPS. Students will finish the course looking like a colourful rainbow. Students are able to take part in
the colour run and not be covered with powder or sprayed with water by wearing school uniform and
placing a crossed hand signal up in the air (NO DEAL). This will let our staff know that these students are
willing to still take part in the fun but not get any powder or water on themselves.

Fundraising for the Colour Run is entirely online. Follow the instructions provided in your child’s
sponsorship booklet to create a cybersafe online profile page at www.australianfundraising.com.au

As part of this fundraising event families have the option to choose between their child receiving prize
encentives depending on the amount of funds raised or to donate the equivalent amount to a range of
different charities. Thank you for your support of this WHPS fundraising event. 

http://www.australianfundraising.com.au/


Staff Carpark:
We ask that members of the community don’t access the staff carpark spaces unless prior permission
has been sought and given by the Principal. These spaces are for staff only and are not safe for students
to be navigating on foot. 

Division Swimmers:
A big congratulations to all our Division level swimmers who competed at the Divison Swimming Carnival
at Oak Park Sports and Aquatic Centre on Thursday. We had a team of approximately 20 students
compete and Miss Massa reported that this team did an amazing job competing in such a high level of
competition. In a super amazing effort Bodhi Di Benedetto progressed in the 9/10 boys breaststroke
event through to the regional level carnival next week. We wish Bodhi all the best for his event and
congratulate him on this achievement. 

Prep 2027 Information Night:
Our school will be conducting our 2027 Prep Information Night in the BER building on Thurs 26  March
at 7:00pm. If you have a child entering prep in 2027 we welcome you to attend to hear more information
about our ‘Jumpstart School Preparation Program’, our prep transition program and our school learning
programs. 

th

School Photos:
A reminder that our school class and individual photos are due to be taken on Wednesday the 25  March
and sibling photos, graduation and student leadership photos taken the following day Thursday the 26
March.

th
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Thurs 2  April: nd

Last day of Term 1. 200pm assembly for a 2:30pm end of term dismissal. Our JSC is also running a
special dress up day fundraiser on this final day as a fun activity to end the term. They are aslo running a
raffle to be drawn on this day with the prize being 4X Funfield Day Passes, which would provide an
amazing and fun school holiday family activity. More details to be shared by our JSC team.

Congratulations:
We would like to extend our congratulations to Ms Tara Newton and her partner Ben on the safe arrival of
their son Hayes August Pickett who was born on Thursday March 5 . It sounds like everyone is doing
well and settling into the wonderful world of family life. We wish them all the best for this life changing
moment and all the cuddles to come.

th

I hope everyone has a fantastic weekend.

Tony



Grade 1 MATHS
The Grade 1 students have launched into the year as enthusiastic mathematicians!

So far this term, we’ve been diving into data, place value and counting. Students have been busy
creating and reading simple pictographs, collecting their own class data, and learning how to

represent and interpret information in different ways.

We’ve been exploring two-digit numbers by breaking them into tens and ones, building them with
MAB blocks and bundling sticks, recording them as number bonds, and using place value charts to

show their thinking.



Grade 1 ENGLISH
We started off the year with a literature unit focused
on grammar and punctuation. We learnt about nouns,

verbs, and adjectives, and have been using this
knowledge to construct simple sentences. 

Our next rich literature unit explored the texts ‘Edward
the Emu’ and ‘Fish is Fish’. These engaging and

thought-provoking stories provided opportunities for
students to expand their vocabulary, identify themes,
infer meaning, make personal connections, describe

characters, and explore characters’ emotions.



What’s happening in

grade 2!
Little learners love literacy

English

“We’ve been learning
different sounds from

Grade 1 for example- oo, U
and oul oa, ow” -Audrey 2J

“We’ve been learning
about information

texts and we wrote
one about sloths.”-

Ariana 2J



What’s happening ingrade 2!Maths

Wellbeing

“We have been learning
about filling in calendars

and making graphs” -
Hamish 2J

“We have been learning
clockwise turns and anti-

clockwise turns. We’ve
also been learning about

missing numbers and
calendars and dates.” -

Olive 2J

“In Wellbeing we have
been learning about the
zones of regulation and

we’ve been writing about
how we feel in each

zone.” -Arthur 2K



DIVISIONDIVISION
SWIMMINGSWIMMING
DIVISION
SWIMMING

On Thursday, 12th March, 21 amazing 3-6 students represented WHPS at the Division Swimming Carnival at
Oak Park. The students represented the school proudly and tried their best efforts in all strokes. They

cheered and supported one another, which resulted in lot’s of WHPS SPIRIT! What an unreal effort by all.
We have Bodhi Di Benedetto going onto the next level of REGIONALS on Thursday 19th March @ Watermarc

We are behind you Bodhi and wish you the best of luck for the next level. We are SO PROUD of all the
UNREAL efforts today!
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Student of The Week
Week 4

Week 5

, RORY.

Week 6

 SKYLER, ALEEZA, DYLAN, LEXA, KATE, ALAIA, SKYLER,
JAMES, JAMES, ELLA, MADDISON, EVIE, ARIA, ANNIE,
JOSEPHINE, ZARA, AMELIA, MARCUS, YU-LE, FAITH,

HOLLY.

Week 7

NATALIA, JOSHUA, ISAAC, ELLE, EMMA, FINN, SEBASTIAN,
JACK, HARLEY, BAILEY, CIARA, FLETCHER, EMMA,

LACHLAN, MINA, LOUIS, EMILIA, RUBY, GRACE, DANIEL, 



JSCJSC20262026

Term 1 Fundraiser 
Thursday 2  April nd

Teachers will be dressing up as students, and
students will be dressing up as teachers. 

We are hoping to put this towards some more
school improvements across the year! 

A gold coin donation would be greatly
apprecaited!



DIARY 2026
Dates for

your

Term 1 - 27th Jan - 2nd April
District Swimming Carnival Thursday 19th February @ Watermarc

Division Swimming Carnival Thursday 12th March 
Northern Metropolitan Regional Swimming Carnival Thursday 19th March

Term 2 - 20th April - 26th June
WHPS 3-6 House Cross Country Monday 27th April 2026 @ WHPS

Colour Run (P-6) Friday May 1st 2026
WHPS 3-6 House Cross Country BACKUP DAY 4th May 2026 @ WHPS

District Cross Country Monday 11th May @ Banyule Flats Reserve
Division Cross Country Wednesday 3rd June 

Northern Metropolitan Regional Cross Country Wednesday 17th June
Grade 3 Camp Mount Evelyn - Wednesday 24th June-Friday 26th June 2026 

Term 3 - 13th July - 18th September 2026
WHPS 3/4 House Athletics Monday 20th July 2026 @ Willinda Park

AFL 9s Division Thursday 23rd July
WHPS 5/6 House Athletics Monday 27th July 2026 @ Willinda Park

Netball Division Tuesday July 28th 
Soccer Division Wednesday July 29th

T Ball Division Thursday July 30th 
District Athletics Thursday 20th August @ Meadowglen Athletics Track

Division Athletics Friday September 11th 

Term 4 - 5th October - 18th December 2026
Northern Metropolitan Regional Athletics Wednesday 14th October 2026

Grade 5 Camp Sovereign Hill - Wednesday 14th October- Wednesday 16th October 2026
Division Basketball Thursday 15th October 
Division Softball Wednesday 21st October 

Grade 4 Camp Alexandra Adventure Resort - Monday 26th October- Wednesday 28th October 2026
Cricket Blast Wednesday 28th

Grade 6 Camp Coastal Forest Lodge - Wednesday 2nd December - Friday 4th December 2026

By Miss Massa



INTERSCHOOL
SPORT CODE
OF CONDUCT



Library open
at lunchtime

Library open
at lunchtime

Green Team in
Library &
Grounds

Knitting Club
in the Library

Art Club in the
Art Room

Mindful Art
Club in the BER

Mindful Colouring
Club in the BER

Healthy lunchbox = healthy minds & healthy bodies

Students need to eat a variety of foods every day to be healthy and
perform well at school. Ideal school lunches should include at least
one item from each food group and also include water. Encourage
students to get involved in the planning, shopping and preparation
of foods for their school lunches, so they are more likely to enjoy

them. Find some great ideas to help you get started with the
Healthy lunchboxes factsheet. 



FRESH FRUIT
• Apple
• Banana
• Mandarin
•Orange quarters
•Passionfruit halves (with spoon)
•Watermelon, honeydew, 

FRESH CRUNCHY VEGIES
•Corn cobs
•Carrot sticks
•Capsicum sticks
•Green beans
•Cucumber sticks
•Celery sticks
•Snow peas
•Tomatoes (e.g. cherry and

Tip:
•Freeze the night before to

MAINS
• Wraps
• Sandwiches
• Rolls
•Toasted sandwiches
Tip: Use breads such as
wholemeal, multigrain, rye,
sourdough, pita, flat, corn,
mountain, lavash, white
fibre-enriched, soy and
linseed, herb, naan, bagels,
foccacias, fruit bread and
English muffins.
•Pasta dishes
•Rice, quinoa or cous cous dishes
•Noodle dishes
• Sushi
SAVORY BAKED ITEMS
-Homemade pizzas
-Wholemeal savoury muffins

Tip:
 

rockmelon chunks
•Pineapple chunks
• Grapes
• Plums
•Nectarines, peaches, 

Roma tomatoes)

• Milk
•Calcium-enriched soy and

•Tinned tuna or salmon in
spr ingwater

•Lean roast or grilled meats
(e.g. beef, chicken, kangaroo)

•Falafel balls
•Lean meat or chicken patties
•Tinned tuna or salmon

patties
•Lentil patties
•Lean deli meats

•Freeze overnight to keep
foods cool in lunchboxes

•Take a water bottle (for

FRUIT 1 2 MILK, YOGHURT
AND CHEESE 3 MEAT OR MEAT

ALTERNATIVE 4 GRAIN AND
CEREAL FOOD 5VEGETABLES

keep cool during the day

other plant-based milks
•Yoghurt (frozen overnight)
• Custard

refilling throughout the day)

FOR A HEALTHY LUNCHBOX SOMETHING FROM EACH GROUP 1-6!

DRIED FRUIT
 

MIXED FRUIT
•Fruit salad
•Fruit kebabs

TINNED FRUIT/SNACK
PACKS/CUPS

 

 
http://heas.health.vic.gov.au/

SALADS
•Coleslaw and potato salad

BAKED ITEMS
•Grilled or roasted vegetables
•Wholemeal vegetable

Can serve with either: 
• Hommus
•Tomato salsa
• Tatziki
•Beetroot dip
•Natural yoghurt

Can serve with either:
• Fruit
•Wholegrain cereal, 

Can serve with: 
• Wholegrain sandwich, roll,

Can serve with: 
• Side salad
•Steamed or roasted

SNACKS
 

SWEET BAKED ITEMS
 

Sweet and savoury snack
foods (e.g. muesli/fruit/nut
bars, biscuits, crisps, cakes,
muffins, slices) should be
limited in lunchboxes. They
can lead to excess energy
intake if consumed in large
amounts. 

Sugar sweetened drinks and
confectionery should not be
provided in lunchboxes. They
can lead to excess energy
intake and tooth decay.

•Driedfruit,nut, popcorn
mixes*

• In natural juice (not syrup)

Apr icots
• Strawberries
• Cherries
•Kiwifruit halves (with spoon)
• Pear

(reduced fat dressing)
•Mexican bean, tomato,

lettuce and cheese salad
•Pesto pasta salad*

•Mushroom pieces

muffins or scones
•Vegetable slice (with grated

zucchini and carrot)
• Popcorn

SOUP (In small thermos)
•Pumpkin soup
•Potato and leak soup
•Chicken and corn soup

low in sugar
•Vegetable sticks
•Rice and corn cakes
• Wholegrain wheat crackers 

•Cheese cubes, sticks or
slices

•Cottage or ricotta cheese
•Cream cheese
•Tatziki dip

vegetables

pita or wrap bread with salad 
• Rice and corn cakes
• Wholegrain wheat crackers
• Side salad
• Vegetable frittata
• Skinless chicken drumsticks
• Savoury muffins or scones

(e.g. lean ham, cheese and
shallots)

•Homemade pizzas with lean
roast or deli meats and
vegetables

(e.g. ham, silverside, chicken) 
•Boiled eggs
•Baked beans (canned)
•Tofu cubes
•Hommus dip
•Lean meat or chicken
kebab sticks
•Peanut butter*

•Highfibre, low sugar
cereal (e.g. muesli)

•English muffins
• Crackers
• Crispreads
•Rice cakes
•Corn thins
•Wholemeal scones
• Pikelets
• Crumpets
•Hot cross buns (no icing)

or scones (e.g. ham, cheese
and corn muffins)

-Vegetable based muffins
- Pasta or noodle bake

• Fruit loaf
•Wholemeal fruit based muffins

Formoreinformationabouthealthy eating and for many tasty recipes, visit the the Healthy Eating Advisory Service: 

6

*Check your school’s policy
regarding the use of nuts and
products containing nuts.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES 
EveryVictorian childshouldhave accesstothe world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the
classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the
opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making
Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s
financial circumstances and their outcomes. 

CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
Schoolcamps provide children with inspiring
experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world
works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and
leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to 
assist eligible families to cover the costs of school 
excursions, camps and sporting activities. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or 
support an out of home care student you may be 
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category 
also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
The allowance is paid directly to the school to use 
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school
office to obtain a CSEF application form or
download from the website below. 

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school 
last year, you do not need to complete an 
application form this year unless there has 
been a change in your family circumstances. 
You only need to complete an application 
form if any of the following changes have 
occurred: 

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund 

The annual CSEF amount per student is $400 for all
school students. 

• new student enrolments: your child has 
started or changed schools this year. 

• changed family circumstances: such 
as a change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing this year. 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
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