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Tony Ryan - Assistant Principal

Welcome back to Term 2 everyone. It’'s been a bit of an
unusual start back to term with a short week, but we have -
hit the ground running with lots of activities going on.

It’s been great to reconnect with our students, families and
staff and hear about all the exciting things families were
getting up to across the holiday period.

| know the holiday period can be a challenging time for
families still balancing their work commitments, whilst -
looking for activities to keep the kids stimulated. My own |
girls are a little older now being teenagers, but one family
day that was a highlight was our visit to Metart World in
Port Melbourne. This is like a scrap metal art gallery, thatis
hands on with some exhibits kids can touch, climb on and
interact with such as motor bikes and full scale cars. It has -
some other elements in terms of sensory mazes, 9D rides
etc. This isn’t a paid endorsement but the inner child in me -
was wowed by the scrap metal sculptures and | can see
particularly older students enjoying the experience. |
thought that might be a future holiday activity some in the -
community would be interested in. Ive included some -
photos on the next page.



Today’s House Celebration Day has been an exciting day at school and a nice way to restart the
term and acknowledge all the great accomplishments of our students across Term 1. Our
students had the opportunity to dress in their house colours and engaged with a bunch of fun
activities such as time on jumping castles, parachute activities and a variety of fun game and
activities outside. Many thanks to our staff who supported our students and these activities
and particularly Miss Agnew for her coordination of the day.




ANZAC Day:

Tomorrow marks our National Day of Commemoration for ANZAC day on the anniversary of the
landing at Gallipoli in 1915. This is a very special day on our calendar and an opportunity to show our
respect and appreciation for the sacrifices that have been made by our servicemen and women in
fields of combat.

As is our tradition, our school student leaders will represent the school tomorrow at the ANZAC day
ceremony at Watsonia RSL to lay a wreath and pay our respect. We thank Kathryne and their parents
for supporting our students at the ceremony. With tomorrow being a public holiday, we also took
the opportunity to stop together as a school and mark this day with a whole school ceremony today.

Cross Country:

On Monday our students in years 3-6 will compete in our school cross country run. The results of
this event determine the team chosen to represent the school at the district cross country
competition. We have a change in venue and course this year with the run being completed on the
school grounds rather than offsite as we have previously. Out thanks go to Miss Massa for her
coordination of the event and to those parent/carer helpers that are volunteering their time as
course marshals. This is another great house event and we wish all our students all the best.

Farewelling Mr Kent:

As we shared at the end of last term, we are very sorry to hear that Mr Kent will be leaving the
school in the coming weeks. Mr Kent and family are moving away to embrace a new opportunity and
Principal role at another school. Mr Kent has led our school across the past 15 years and has played
an instrumental role in establishing a strong positive culture at our school. We know that he will
make the same strong impact at his new school and wish him all the best for the new role.

To acknowledge and thank Mr Kent for his contribution to our school and the impact he has had on
many students, we are planning a couple of opportunities for the community to farewell Mr Kent.

On Wednesday of week 3 the 7" May, the school will be offering an afternoon tea and coffee
opportunity in the GP room at 2:30pm. This will be an informal opportunity for those that wish to
touch base and connect with Mr Kent prior to his departure.

We will also be running a special assembly on Mr Kent’s last day Friday the 9™ May where we will
hear from Mr Kent and hopefully send him off in style! We welcome our community to attend both
these events.

Other staffing changes:

We also welcome back Ms Kucewicz to the school this term who has returned from maternity leave.
Ms Kucewicz will be supporting some of our support programs across the school in addition to some
other teaching roles. We are excited to welcome her back into the community.

Success Teamwork Respect Individuality Visionary Effort!!



Autism Awareness Month:

April is Autism Awareness Month and a good opportunity for us to improve our inclusion, acceptance
and understanding of those with Autism.

Below are details of an opportunity offered by Banyule City Council for those interested in learning
more about supporting children with Autism. A flyer is also attached.

Supporting autistic children through life transitions

Join us for a thought-provoking evening session facilitated by Mel Spenser, CEO of Different
Journeys. A passionate advocate and recipient of an Order of Australia Medal, Mel brings both
personal experience as an Autistic parent of three and professional expertise in community
leadership to this workshop. The workshop will feature a powerful panel of local parents who will
share their lived experiences raising autistic children. Together, they’ll explore how to support autistic
young people through key life transitions—empowering them to grow into confident, happy, and well-
rounded autistic adults.

Date: Wednesday 28 May 2025
Time: 7.30 - 8.30pm
Online - link to be provided

Registrations essential via https://www.trybooking.com/DAVGT
Questions for the panel can be submitted with registration.

Accessibility:

If you have any access needs to fully participate in the workshop, please reach out to the event
organisers—we’re here to help.

For more information, please contact Lisa King Lisa.King@banyule.vic.gov.au 9098 8011

| hope everyone has a great long weekend,

Tony

Supporting autistic
children through life
transitions
Wednesday 28 May 2026
7.30pm - 8.30pm

Online forum

Load by Mel Spencer OAM,

CEO of Different Jourmneys

Mel Spencer OAM will explone life transitions and how
parents can support their autistic children from early
primary schoal through to the teenage years.

Hear fram a panel of lacal parents sharing their ived
BNCe ting autistic childran.

Success Teamwork Respect Individuality Visionary Effort!!
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Lucian, Sadie, Carter, Dorothy, Oliver, Ari, Zoe, Hamish, Albie,
Leila, Louis, Emma, Alma, An, Liywelyn, Arlo, Corbin, Dusk,

Evan, Ben, Brennan. M}%ﬁ 7

Alby, 2J, Jesse, Sebastian, Rylan, Bailey, Matisse,
Gablby, Lana, Kit, Ember, Matida, Cohen, Lily, Aliki.
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Do you have a
daughter in Grade 57
Year 7 2027 enrolment
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FANTASTIC ONLINEART CLASSES

applications close

2 v = - ~f S Ny F
Frl(lzl‘ ’ l:) A\llgllbl Z()z JDe ® Brilliant artists and instructors take the classes in real-time on Zoom,
» Easy to organise - we make it simple for you. -
’ * The kids produce amazing work and are really proud of
. ) their art!
Apply today via our website * All age groups covered!

* Super affordable

+* To see the activities planned for the classes click visit
our website. www.artisticat.com.au There are some
amazing art ideas planned!

cle.vic.edu.au/enrol

Limited tour spots available, register at
clc.vic.edu.au/enrol/book-a-tour

.ﬂ' Hear from
. our Principal
i Stephanie Evans

Just 514 a class (exc GST)
The full price varies depending on the number of classes in the term.

‘6 LIMITED PLACES
. BOOK NOW!

E To book go to
q www.artisticat.com.au

AUSTRALIA'S LEADING

o L
Junior Program

SOCCER PROGRAM

| — — ' ' Register Now!
Premier Program -
For Boys and Girls aged 9-11 years

Preschool Program
For Bays and Girls aged 3-5 years

R ouws. 4

Classes are offered at the following venues:

[ =S
R ~ Bundoora |Indoor Sports Centre | Thomastown
Blﬂhggyizraﬂlm A Recreation & Aquatic Centre | Bundoora RMIT Sports

 with a soccer themed Paty! : . ) Centre | Edgars Creek Primary School | Wollert 4
- - e i Secondary College | Laurimar Primary School
A

#

0450 131 414 | 0452 458 845 \)

www.soccajoeys.com
melbournenorth@soccajoeys.com



Experience Excellence

In Early Learning at

Goodstart Watsonia
69-71 Devonshire Road, Watsonia, VIC

learning

o Experienced & Caring Educators 0 STEM, Sports, Dance & Nature Play
Passionate, qualified staff who provide a A well-rounded program that develops
nurturing and safe, environment. physical, creative, and problem-solving skills

through hands-on exploration and play.

0 Quality Education & School Readiness
A curriculum aligned with the Early Years o All-Inclusive Care

Learning Framework, fostering early literacy, Meals, nappies, wipes, cot linen, and
numeracy, and critical thinking skills. sunscreen are provided at no extra cost.

o Safe, Modern & Stimulating Environment o High-Quality Learning Environment
Designed to inspire learning, creativity, and Carefully designed to engage young minds
a love for discovery. and foster creativity.
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YOU’'’VE BEEN INVITED!

COME JOIN OUR CLASSES

Acting for Stage.

Our signature program with a strong
focus on storytelling through voice,
physicality and character.

Acting for Screen.

An action-packed program giving
students unique experience both in
front and behind the camera.

Act, Dance, Sing (Music Theatre).
Experience musical theatre in a fast
paced program focusing on storytelling
through voice and body.

+ Friends and new students are eligible for one
free trial lesson or workshop per year in any
open classes.




V Believing In
Children,

Young People,
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Theil‘ Future. Positive Parenting Program

Triple P Fear Less Group

A FREE online parenting group for primary carers of children experiencing anxiety residing in the
Cities of Yarra, Darebin, Nillumbik, Whittlesea and Banyule.

The Fear Less Group runs Fear-Less Triple P supports parents to learn new strategies for

over 6 x 1.5-hour sessions. managing their child’s anxiety. This group is for parents that are

Attendance to all sessions concerned about their child’s anxiety that would like to learn

is required. strategies they can putin place to support the wellbeing of their
Dates: child and the family. Content is suited to parents or caregivers of

children aged from 6 to 12 years.
* 12th May 2025

+  19th May 2025

* 26th May 2025 The topics covered in this program include:

e 2ndJune 2025

< 16thJune 2025 ¢ Understanding how anxiety works,

«  23rd June 2025 Eh%?rcglmm%me best possible model of anxiety management for

¢ Becoming effective emotion coaches,

* Understanding and teaching the value of flexible thinking,
Time: 10:00am- 11:30am ¢ Managing their children’s anxiety effectively, and

¢ Using constructive coping.

Location: Online via Zoom

How to Enquire: Contact the Triple P Team with you r full name and best contact number by:

* Emailing us at triplep@berrystreet.org.au, or
e Calling or sending a message to Georgia on 0499 301 006.

We ask that enquiries are made no later than 5pm on 2nd of May 2025. Due to limited spaces, we
encourage carers to reach out ASAP to avoid disappointment as spaces may fill before this date.
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GO CobeECAMP

Engineering ® Problem-solving ® Programming
Design ¢ Make new friends ® Trusted provider

B Monday 28 Apr - 23 Jun Watsonia Heights Primary ﬁ Years 3-6
BE3 3:45PM - 5:00PM School

www.codecamp.com.au/watsonia

Get in touch at hello@codecamp.com.au

Rated 4.9 on PRODUCT@ REVIEW with over 1110 reviews




