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H i  e v e r y o n e  a n d  w e l c o m e  t o  t h e  l a t e s t  n e w s l e t t e r .
I  h o p e  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  s e t t l e d  b a c k  i n t o  t e r m  w i t h  p o s i t i v i t y .  I t
h a s  b e e n  g r e a t  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  t o  o u r
s t u d e n t s  e a c h  d a y .
T h a n k - y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  p a r e n t s  w h o m  c a m e  a l o n g  y e s t e r d a y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
s t u d e n t  l e d  c o n f e r e n c e s .  I  a l s o  e x t e n d  a  h u g e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e
s t u d e n t s  w h o m  d i d  a n  a m a z i n g  j o b  a t  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  w o r k  a n d  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g
g o a l s .  T h e s e  c o n f e r e n c e s  a r e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  o u r
l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  a n d  a l s o  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h e i r
l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  D e v e l o p i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s ’  a b i l i t y  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e i r
l e a r n i n g  i s  a  c o n s i s t e n t  e l e m e n t  o f  c l a s s r o o m  p r o g r a m s .  I t  w a s  w o n d e r f u l  t o
h a v e  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a r e r s  c o m e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  s h a r e  i n  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e .
T h a n k s  a l s o  t o  t h e  s t a f f  f o r  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  a n d  o n g o i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
p e r s o n a l i s i n g  t h e  l e a r n i n g  g o a l s  a n d  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s .
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W h i l s t  t h e s e  c o n f e r e n c e s  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  s h a r e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  t o  t o u c h  b a s e
w i t h  p a r e n t s ;  I  a m  r e m i n d e d  o f  w h a t  a  g r e a t  c o m m u n i t y  w e  h a v e  a t  W H P S .  I
w a n t  t o  t h a n k  a l l  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  b u t  a l s o  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  y o u  d o .  W H P S  i s  a
g r e a t  p l a c e  t o  l e a r n ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  o u r  a m a z i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  o u r
w o n d e r f u l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  o u r  f a n t a s t i c  s t a f f
t e a m .
T h e  e f f o r t s  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  y o u ,  o u r  p a r e n t s ,  i s  g r e a t l y
a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  m y s e l f  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  s t a f f .  I t  i s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  w o r k  i n
e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  t o  d o  t h i s  w i t h i n  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  p e o p l e  w h o m  v a l u e  l e a r n i n g
a n d  v a l u e  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  s c h o o l ,  i s  a  p r i v i l e g e .  P a r e n t i n g  i s  t h e  m o s t
c h a l l e n g i n g  o f  r o l e s  b u t  a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e w a r d i n g .  S o ,  t h a n k - y o u  t o
a l l  o u r  p a r e n t s  f o r  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  j o b  y o u  d o  i n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  y o u r  c h i l d r e n ,
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e m  a n d  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  b e  t h e i r  b e s t  a t  s c h o o l ,  a t  h o m e  a n d
w h e r e v e r  t h e y  b e .  A s  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  g r o w ,  l e a r n  a n d  e v o l v e ;  t h e  i n s t i l l e d
v a l u e s  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e m  t o  f i n d  t h e i r  b e s t .  T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  h o m e
a n d  s c h o o l  i s  p i v o t a l  t o  e m b e d d i n g  t h e s e  v a l u e s .  S O ,  t h a n k - y o u  f o r  y o u r
s u p p o r t !



N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  W e e k  i s  o n l y  a  f e w  w e e k s  a w a y !  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  W e e k  i s  c e l e b r a t e d  a r o u n d  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  w i l l
b e  r u n n i n g  f r o m  t h e  1 2 t h  t o  t h e  2 0 t h  o f  A u g u s t .
 H e r e  a t  W H P S  w e  w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t i n g  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  W e e k  i n  t w o  w a y s .  F i r s t l y ,  w e  w i l l  b e  r u n n i n g  t h e  W H P S
S c i e n c e  C o m p e t i t i o n  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r .  T h e  t o p i c  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  i n n o v a t i o n .  C a n  y o u  c o n s t r u c t  t h e
u l t i m a t e  p a p e r  p l a n e ?  D r a w  a  p l a n  o f  a  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  f a r m ?  B u i l d  a  m o d e l  o f  a  w i n d  t u r b i n e ?  D e s i g n  a  r o c k e t
t h a t  r u n s  o n  r e n e w a b l e  f u e l ?  I n v e n t  a  r o b o t  t h a t  s o l v e s  a  p r o b l e m ?  D e s i g n  e c o - f r i e n d l y  p a c k a g i n g  f o r  a  p r o d u c t
( e . g .  p a c k e t  o f  c h i p s ) ?  O r  u s e  i t e m s  f r o m  y o u r  r e c y c l i n g  b i n  a t  h o m e  t o  b u i l d  a  t r a p  f o r  n o n - n a t i v e  b e e s ?  A l l
e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  W H P S  S c i e n c e  C o m p e t i t i o n  a r e  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  a t  h o m e  a n d  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  S c i e n c e  R o o m  o n c e
c o m p l e t e d .  T h e r e  a r e  f a n t a s t i c  p r i z e s  f o r  t h e  b e s t  P r e p ,  G r a d e  1  /  2 ,  G r a d e  3  /  4  a n d  G r a d e  5  /  6  e n t r y .  E n t r i e s
c l o s e  o n  F r i d a y  t h e  1 1 t h  o f  A u g u s t .
 S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  G r a d e  5  &  6  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S c i e n c e  F a i r ,  w h i c h  i s  v e r y  e x c i t i n g  a n d  o n l y  h a p p e n s
e v e r y  t w o  y e a r s .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  i n  P r e p  t o  G r a d e  4  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  S c i e n c e  F a i r  o n  T h u r s d a y  t h e
1 7 t h  o f  A u g u s t  a n d  s e e  a l l  t h e  a m a z i n g  e x p e r i m e n t s  t h e  G r a d e  5  &  6  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c t i n g  h e r e  a t
s c h o o l .
I  a m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a  f a b u l o u s  S c i e n c e  F a i r  a n d  t h e  w i n n e r s  o f  t h e  W H P S  S c i e n c e  C o m p e t i t i o n  w i l l  b e
a n n o u n c e d  a t  A s s e m b l y  d u r i n g  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  W e e k .  G o o d  l u c k !

P r e p  1 0 0  D a y s

C u r r i c u l u m  D a y

W e  a r e  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  s u c h  a  d e d i c a t i o n  s t a f f  t e a m  h e r e  a t  W H P S .  O u r  t e a c h e r s  d o  a n  a m a z i n g  j o b
e v e r y d a y  i n  p r o v i d i n g  a  g r e a t  p l a c e  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  s t r i v e  a n d  t h r i v e .  S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  s o c i a l ,  e m o t i o n a l
a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i s  a l w a y s  o f  p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  s t a f f  t e a m .  T h e  c a r e  a n d
c o m m i t m e n t  o f  o u r  t e a c h e r s  i s  c r e d i t  t o  t h e m  a n d  s t r e n g t h  o f  o u r  s c h o o l .  A l o n g  w i t h  o u r  a m a z i n g
t e a c h e r s ,  I  a m  r e m i n d e d  e v e r y d a y  o f  j u s t  h o w  f o r t u n a t e  w e  a l s o  a r e  t o  h a v e  a  d e d i c a t e d ,  c o m m i t t e d  a n d
h i g h l y  c a p a b l e  t e a m  o f  E d u c a t i o n  S u p p o r t  s t a f f .  
W e  a l s o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  m a s s i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  o u r  E S  s t a f f  h a v e  o n  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  o u r  s c h o o l .  T h e
d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  W H P S  E S  s t a f f  i s  a m a z i n g !  T h e i r  o n g o i n g  s u p p o r t  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  e n h a n c e s  o u r  s c h o o l  i n  s o
m a n y  w a y s .  S u p p o r t i n g  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s ,  s u p p o r t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s ,  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  f a c i l i t a t i n g
s u p p o r t  a n d  e x t e n s i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  e n h a n c i n g  s c h o o l  w i d e  e v e n t s ,  o p e r a t i n g  o u r  o f f i c e  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  o v e r a l l
s u c c e s s  i s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  t h e  s t a f f  a n d  n o  d o u b t  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  o u r  w h o l e  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .  O n  b e h a l f
o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  p a r e n t s  a n d  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f ,  I  s a y  a  H U G E  t h a n k - y o u  t o  t h e  w h o l e  o f  o u r  E S  s t a f f !  W e  a r e  s o
p r i v i l e g e d  t o  h a v e  y o u r  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  w i t h  u s  e v e r y  d a y .
K y l i e ,  K a y ,  J a c q u i ,  B e n ,  K a t h r y n ,  K a t h r y n e ,  M e l ,  K a t i e ,  A l i s o n ,  T e r r y ,  C a r a !  W e ’ r e  l u c k y  t o  h a v e  y o u  a l l .  T h a n k -
y o u .

P l e a s e  b e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  u p c o m i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  d a y  t o  b e  h e l d  o n  M o n d a y  7 t h  A u g u s t .  S t a f f  w i l l  b e  u s i n g  t h i s
i n v a l u a b l e  t i m e  t o  f o c u s  o n  c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  s t r a t e g i e s .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  n o t
r e q u i r e d  a t  s c h o o l  o n  t h i s  d a y .  T h e i r C a r e  w i l l  b e  r u n n i n g  a  p r o g r a m  o n  t h i s  d a y  f o r  a n y  f a m i l i e s  r e q u i r i n g
s u p e r v i s i o n .  

W e  c o n g r a t u l a t e  t h e  P r e p  s t u d e n t s  o n  r e a c h i n g  t h e i r  m i l e s t o n e  o f  1 0 0  d a y s  o f  s c h o o l .
T h i s  w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t e d  n e x t  w e e k  w i t h  s o m e  f u n  a n d  e x c i t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  i n c u r s i o n s  o n
T u e s d a y  A u g u s t  1 s t ! !
W e l l  d o n e  t o  a l l  o u r  s u p e r s t a r  P r e p s ! ! . . . .  a n d  a  B I G  t h a n k - y o u  t o  t h e  P r e p  t e a m  f o r  t h e i r
o n g o i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  y o u n g e s t  l e a r n e r s !

Y e a r  4  C a m p

S p e c i a l  F o o d  D a y

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  b e  h e a d i n g  o f f  t o  c a m p  w i t h  o u r  y e a r  4  s t u d e n t s  n e x t  w e e k .  O n  M o n d a y  a n d  T u e s d a y  o u r  4 ’ s
a r e  h e a d i n g  t o  L a d y  N o r t h c o t e  c a m p  f o r  a n  o v e r n i g h t  a d v e n t u r e !  F i n g e r s  c r o s s e d  f o r  s o m e  k i n d  w e a t h e r .  

D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  o u r  S u s h i  D a y  t h a t  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  T h u r s d a y  1 0 t h  A u g u s t .  P l e a s e  e n s u r e  a l l  o r d e r  f o r m s
a n d  p a y m e n t s  a r e  r e t u r n e d  b y  F r i d a y  A u g u s t  4 t h .  T h a n k s  t o  C a r a  f o r  o r g a n i s i n g  t h i s  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s .

S c i e n c e  W e e k

Y e a r  3  -  6  A t h l e t i c s  C a r n i v a l
W o w ,  w h a t  a n  a m a z i n g  d a y  f o r  a l l  o u r  y e a r  3 - 6  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  r e c e n t  a t h l e t i c s  c a r n i v a l .  I t  w a s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  s e e
t h e  s t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  h o u s e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  s o  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y !

S c h o o l  C o n c e r t
W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  b e  w e l c o m i n g  b a c k  o u r  s c h o o l  c o n c e r t !  
P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  e v e r y o n e  o u r  2 0 2 3  s c h o o l  c o n c e r t  w i l l  b e  s p l i t  o v e r  t w o  n i g h t s .
S t u d e n t s  w i t h  s u r n a m e s  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  l e t t e r s  A  -  J  w i l l  p e r f o r m  o n  T u e s d a y  5 t h  S e p t e m b e r
S t u d e n t s  w i t h  s u r n a m e s  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  l e t t e r s  K  -  Z  w i l l  p e r f o r m  o n  W e d n e s d a y  6 t h  S e p t e m b e r .
B o t h  c o n c e r t s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  P l e n t y  R a n g e s  A r t s  &  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t r e .  ( 3 5  F e r r e s  B l v d ,  S o u t h  M o r a n g  V I C  3 7 5 2 )
F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  r e g a r d i n g  t i c k e t i n g ,  c o s t u m i n g  a n d  t i m i n g s  w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  h o m e  s h o r t l y .



S u c c e s s  T e a m w o r k  Re s p e c t  I n d i v i d u a l i t y  V i s i o n a r y  E f f o r t  ! !

N A P L A N

W H P S  W r i t i n g  P r o g r a m

F o r  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o m  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  N A P L A N  t e s t s  i n  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t  r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e s e
t e s t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  o f f i c e .  P l e a s e  c a l l  p a s t  a n d  c o l l e c t  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  N A P L A N  r e s u l t s .

A s  y o u  a r e  a w a r e  a l l  s t u d e n t s  i n  Y e a r s  1 - 6  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  o u r  ‘ V C O P  –  B i g  W r i t e ’  w r i t i n g  p r o g r a m .  A s  a n
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  h a v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  p e o p l e  a t  h o m e  a r o u n d  a  w e e k l y
t o p i c  f o c u s .  T h e s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a l l o w  s t u d e n t s  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s ,  g a i n  o t h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d
p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e i r  w r i t i n g  s e s s i o n  b a c k  a t  s c h o o l .
T h i s  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t :  “ i f  y o u  c a n ’ t  s a y  i t ,  y o u  c a n ’ t  w r i t e  i t ”
W e  n e e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l a n g u a g e  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  s k i l l s  t o  d e v e l o p  s t u d e n t ’ s  w r i t i n g  a b i l i t i e s .
Y o u r  c h i l d  w i l l  c o m e  h o m e  w i t h  a  n e w  t o p i c  e a c h  w e e k .  T h i s  w i l l  i n f o r m  y o u  o f  t h e  g e n r e  o f  w r i t i n g  a n d  t h e
t o p i c .
W e  a s k  t h a t  y o u  t a l k  t o  y o u r  c h i l d  a b o u t  t h i s  t o p i c  t o  h e l p  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e i r  w r i t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
d a y .
T o  h e l p  y o u  g e t  t h e  m o s t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  B I G  T A L K  h o m e w o r k ,  w e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u :
•  E n c o u r a g e  a s  m a n y  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  B I G  T a l k  h o m e w o r k  ( n o t  j u s t  t h e  a d u l t s ! ! ! )
•  S w i t c h  o f f  t h e  T V !  T r y  t o  e n s u r e  t h i s  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t a l k i n g  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  t i m e .
•  W h e n  g i v i n g  y o u r  o p i n i o n ,  u s e  ‘ b e c a u s e ’  t o  e x p l a i n  w h y  y o u  t h i n k  w h a t  y o u  d o .
•  A s k  o t h e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  t a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s ,  u s i n g  ‘ b e c a u s e ’  a l s o .
•  A s k  y o u r  c h i l d  h i s / h e r  o p i n i o n  a n d  h a v e  t h e m  u s e  ‘ b e c a u s e ’  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e i r  r e a s o n s .
•  L i n k  t o  t h e  p a s t  a n d  f u t u r e  –  t a l k  a b o u t  t h i n g s  y o u  r e m e m b e r  f r o m  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  a  c h i l d  a n d  h o w  t h e y  d i f f e r
n o w ,  a n d  …  p r o j e c t  f o r w a r d  t o  h o w  t h i n g s  m a y  b e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
D O N ’ T  W R I T E  A N Y T H I N G  D O W N !  N o t  o n l y  a r e  w e  i m p r o v i n g  o r a l  l a n g u a g e ,  b u t  w e  a r e  a l s o  i m p r o v i n g  m e m o r y
l i n k s .
V C O P  
V C O P  i s  f o c u s e d  t e a c h i n g  o f :
V  =  V o c a b u l a r y  
T e a c h e s  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  W O W  w o r d s  ( a m b i t i o u s  v o c a b u l a r y )
C  =  C o n n e c t i v e s  
T e a c h e s  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  w o r d s  a n d  p h r a s e s  f o r  c o n n e c t i n g  t h o u g h t s ,  i d e a s ,  s e n t e n c e s ,  e t c .
O  =  O p e n e r s  
T e a c h e s  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  w a y s  o f  o p e n i n g  s e n t e n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e q u e n c i n g  w o r d s ,  l i n k i n g  w o r d s  a n d  p h r a s e s
P  =  P u n c t u a t i o n  
T e a c h e s  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  p u n c t u a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o w e r  p u n c t u a t i o n .

E n j o y  y o u r  w e e k e n d  a h e a d .

W a r m  r e g a r d s ,

M i c h a e l

STRIVE



  Across  The  AP ' s  Desk . . . . . . .
Tony Ryan - Assistant Principal 

Hello WHPS Community,
I hope everyone has had a positive week and the portfolio interviews on Thursday
provided an insight into the progress your child is making towards their learning goals.
Our students and teachers put a lot of work into presenting the portfolios and it is a
great way to share in their learning journey.

Building update:
Our building project continues to gather momentum. Increasingly the outside
landscaping and concreting works is continuing to take shape. Inside the building, the
painting of classrooms continued, and much of the cabinetry required has begun to be
installed. It’s exciting to see the fit out of classrooms and every week our anticipation
builds towards the date that the school receives the building. 

One thing to make our community aware of is that Yarra Valley Water have determined
that the water services to the school need to be upgraded as part of our building
development. This will mean that in the weeks ahead there are likely to be some traffic
management implications around the school on Henry Street as these works are carried
out. We are working with our builders to try to limit the impacts of this on the
community as much as possible, but some disruption may be inevitable. We will keep
the community posted as to how and when these works develop. 



  
Athletics:
Our WHPS Years 3-6 Athletics Day was held last week at Willinda Park Athletics Track. After
a very chilly start, the weather turned on a magnificent day for our students as they run,
hopped, jumped and threw their way around a number of events across the day. It was
great to see the enthusiasm in which they participated and the encouragement they gave
each other, cheering on their mates. A big thank you to our staff and parent community for
their assistance in supporting the running of the day. Also a big thank you to Miss Massa
for her organisation and coordination of the day. 

Our students will continue to focus on athletics in the sport and PE program in the coming
weeks and Miss Massa will be announcing the WHPS District Aths team to be competing at
the District Athletics Carnival. 

Our Prep-2 Grade students are also enjoying a focus on athletic events currently and we
are eagerly looking forward to the P-2 Athletics day to be held at school on Wed the 30th
of August. Mrs Esposito is taking a key role in coordinating this day and we look forward to
hearing more details in the weeks ahead.

Grade 4 Camp: 
Our grade 4 students are excited about their
upcoming camp to Lady Northcote Adventure
Camp next week across Monday and Tuesday.
This is the same camp that our Grade 3
students attended last Term and it promises
to be a great experience for our students. I’m
also looking forward to getting down to camp
and seeing our students challenge themselves
and have great fun with their mates.

I hope everybody has a great weekend and week ahead and we get some sunshine in the mix
to warm the winter bones.

Tony



  
DIVISION NETBALL

O n  J u l y  2 6  t h e  m i x e d  n e t b a l l  t e a m  ( A l f i e
M a r i n i ,  J a m e s  E a d e ,  J o  D e n t o n ,  J o s h u a
D w o r k i n ,  R a f  S e y m o u r ,  R u b y  H o l l i d a y ,
T o m  S t e v e n s ,  Z a c  S l o a n )  w e n t  t o
M a c l e o d  N e t b a l l  S t a d i u m  t o  p l a y
d i v i s i o n .  W e  p l a y e d  o u r  f i r s t  g a m e  a t
9 : 1 5  a g a i n s t  H e i d e l b e r g  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l .
I t  w a s  a  c l o s e  g a m e  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y
w e  l o s t  5 - 9 .  W e  w a i t e d  2 4  m i n u t e s
( w h i c h  f e l t  l i k e  3  h o u r s )  t o  p l a y  o u r  n e x t
g a m e .  I t  w a s  a g a i n s t  S t  B e r n a d e t t e s .  I n
t h i s  g a m e  w e  d i d n ' t  p l a y  a s  w e l l  a n d  l o s t
5 - 1 6 .  W e  s t a y e d  t o  w a t c h  t h e  f i n a l
m a t c h  b e t w e e n  H e i d e l b e r g  a n d  S t
B e r n a d e t t e s .  I t  w a s  a  v e r y  c l o s e  g a m e
w i t h  S t  B e r n a d e t t e s  e d g i n g  o u t  a t  t h e
e n d  t o  w i n  1 2 - 1 1 .   

C o m m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  t e a m
 

A l f i e  M a r i n i :  I t  w a s  a n  e x i t i n g  a n d
n e w  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  a n d  w e

p l a y e d  r e a l l y  w e l l .
 

J a m e s  E a d e :  I t  w a s  r e a l l y  h a r d  a n d
w e  f o u n d  a  m a t c h  f a r  o u t  o f  o u r

r e a c h  a n d  s t r u g g l e d  t o  k e e p  u p .  W e
a l l  h a d  a  l o t  o f  f u n  a n d  a l t h o u g h  w e

g o t  a  b i t  u p s e t  a f t e r  t h e  m a t c h .  I
h e a v i l y  s u g g e s t  y o u  a l l  t o  t r y  t h e

g a m e  a n d  h a v e  f u n  d o i n g  s o .
 

J o  D e n t o n :  I  t h i n k  w e  p l a y e d  g r e a t
t o g e t h e r .  W e  c o u l d ' v e  i m p r o v e d  o n
o u r  p a s s i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e

s o m e  g r e a t ,  c l e a n  p a s s e s  t h a t
h e l p e d  u s  g e t  g o a l s .  O v e r a l l ,  I

t h i n k  w e  a l l  t r i e d  o u r  b e s t  a n d  k e p t
p u s h i n g  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  w a s  h a r d .

T h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h  t o  o u r  a m a z i n g
c o a c h  M i s s  C l a y  f o r  a l l  h e r  s u p p o r t

a l o n g  t h e  w a y .
 

J o s h u a  D w o r k i n :  I t  w a s  S U C H  a
f u n  e x p e r i e n c e  b u t  I  t h i n k  w e
c o u l d ' v e  p l a y e d  b e t t e r  i n  t h e

s e c o n d  g a m e .
 
 
 

T o m  S t e v e n s :  I t  w a s  f u n  i n  b o t h  g a m e s
b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a  g r e a t  e x p e r i e n c e

 
Z a c  S l o a n :  A l t h o u g h  I  d i d n ' t  p l a y  h a l f  o f

t h e  r e g u l a r  g a m e s ,  t h o s e  f i n a l  t w o  g a m e s
w e r e  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e m  a l l  I  b e l i e v e .

 
R a f  S e y m o u r :  I  h a d  l o t s  o f  f u n  b u t  I  t h i n k

t h a t  w e  c o u l d ' v e  d o n e  m o r e  t r a i n i n g .
 

R u b y  H o l l i d a y :  I  p e r s o n a l l y  h a d  a  t o n e  o f
f u n  a n d  w e  p l a y e d  o u r  h e a r t s  o u t .

 



  

Name: Mina Stubley
Nickname: Mina
Favourite things about WHPS: Learning and helping others
When I grow up, I want to be a: Teacher
Some of my hobbies include: Reading and dragon statues
Someone I look up to: My step mum
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Helping the school

M E E T  T H E  S E M E S T E R  T W O
J U N I O R  S C H O O L  C O U C I L

R E P R E S E N A T I V E S  
A m y  C l a y  a n d  E l l e n  C l o s e

Name: Miss Close
Teaching Grade: Grade 1C
Favourite thing about WHPS: the people in our community! 
What I wanted to be when I was growing up: a hairdresser
Some of my hobbies include: Netball (a lot of it), eating delicious food &
hanging out with family & friends. 
As part of JSC I am most excited about: getting to know our JSC leaders
and making change across the school. 

Name: Miss Clay
Teaching Grade: Grade 5C
Favourite thing about WHPS: the awesome and passionate students!
What I wanted to be when I was growing up: Journalist
Some of my hobbies include: Netball, Ice Hockey and walking my
golden Benson
As part of JSC I am most excited about: working with all the amazing
students to help improve our school.

Grade 1

Name: Arlo Keys
Nickname: Arlo
Favourite things about WHPS: PE
When I grow up, I want to be a: Cricket player
Some of my hobbies include: Cricket
Someone I look up to: Jadon
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Getting my badge

Name: Lily Eames-Mayer
Nickname: Lil
Favourite things about WHPS: Play around
When I grow up, I want to be a: Teacher
Some of my hobbies include: Reading
Someone I look up to: Mum
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Getting my badge



  Name: Jude Cumberland
Nickname: Jude
Favourite things about WHPS: Getting my badge
When I grow up, I want to be a: Climber
Some of my hobbies include: Playing freeze tag
Someone I look up to: Cassius
As part of JSC I am most excited about: To do fun stuff

Grade 2

Name: Akash Rupank
Nickname: Akash
Favourite things about WHPS: Playing on the oval
When I grow up, I want to be a: Footy player
Some of my hobbies include: Going on a bike ride
Someone I look up to: Miss Close
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Doing fun stuff to the school

Name: Lily Fernandes
Nickname: Lil
Favourite things about WHPS: The monkey bars
When I grow up, I want to be a: Swimming teacher
Some of my hobbies include: Swimming
Someone I look up to: Mia
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Helping the school

Name: Lennox Koufalas
Nickname: Lenny
Favourite things about WHPS: Lunch
When I grow up, I want to be a: Scientist
Some of my hobbies include: Drumming
Someone I look up to: Dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Getting my badge

Name: Edward May
Nickname: Eddy
Favourite things about WHPS: Writing
When I grow up, I want to be a: Singer
Some of my hobbies include: going for walks and playing
Someone I look up to: Dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Making the school better

Name: Raj Jindal
Nickname: Raj
Favourite things about WHPS: PE
When I grow up, I want to be a: NBA Superstar
Some of my hobbies include: Basketball
Someone I look up to: My brother
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Assembly



  Name: Samuel Rowe
Nickname: Sam/Sammy
Favourite things about WHPS: the footy oval
When I grow up, I want to be a: stunt man
Some of my hobbies include: basketball
Someone I look up to: my mum
As part of JSC I am most excited about: making the school a better place

Grade 3

Name: Llywelyn Edwards
Nickname: Llyw
Favourite things about WHPS: Library
When I grow up, I want to be a: Spy
Some of my hobbies include: Reading
Someone I look up to: Dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Getting my badge

Name: Hannah Hunter
Nickname: Han
Favourite things about WHPS: Friends
When I grow up, I want to be a: Cheerleader
Some of my hobbies include: Drawing
Someone I look up to: Thea Moore
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Assembly

Name: Alice Enkelmann
Nickname: Ally
Favourite things about WHPS: The playground
When I grow up, I want to be a: Acrobat
Some of my hobbies include: Dancing
Someone I look up to: My Mum
As part of JSC I am most excited about: changing the school because it
could improve

Name: Amelia Lines
Nickname: Milly
Favourite things about WHPS: My teacher
When I grow up, I want to be a: Teacher
Some of my hobbies include: Reading
Someone I look up to: My Mum & Dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: improving our school. 

Name: James Cunningham
Nickname: Jimmy
Favourite things about WHPS: Everything
When I grow up, I want to be a: Soccer Player
Some of my hobbies include: Soccer
Someone I look up to: My Mum and Dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: improving the school.



  Name: Sadie Apelgran
Nickname: Sades
Favourite things about WHPS: Friends
When I grow up, I want to be a: Zoo Keeper
Some of my hobbies include: Swimming and gymnastics
Someone I look up to: My Mum and Dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping the school 

Grade 4

Name: Grace Wang
Nickname: Gracie
Favourite things about WHPS: My Friends
When I grow up, I want to be a: Engineer
Some of my hobbies include: Reading and talking
Someone I look up to: My Mum
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Helping to improve the school. 

Name: Toby Johnson
Nickname: Toby
Favourite things about WHPS: PE
When I grow up, I want to be a: Youtuber
Some of my hobbies include: Sport and Ice skating
Someone I look up to: My Parents
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Getting my badge. 

Name: Hazel Kitingan
Nickname: Hazel
Favourite things about WHPS: That you get to do fun things.
When I grow up, I want to be a: Vet
Some of my hobbies include: Swimming
Someone I look up to: Adelaide (my sister)
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Making the school more
sustainable. 
Name: Otis Mathews
Nickname: Otis
Favourite things about WHPS: Seeing my friends
When I grow up, I want to be a: AFL Player
Some of my hobbies include: Basketball and footy
Someone I look up to: Kobe Bryant
As part of JSC I am most excited about: Improving the school and getting my
badge. 

Name: Daniel Li
Favourite things about WHPS: how people show STRIVE
When I grow up, I want to be a: veterinarian 
Some of my hobbies include: reading, riding my bike
Someone I look up to: the teachers at WHPS
As part of JSC I am most excited about: improving the school



  Name: Henry Aitken
Nickname: Hen
Favourite things about WHPS: that we have P.E
When I grow up, I want to be an: AFL player
Some of my hobbies include: football
Someone I look up to: my parents
As part of JSC I am most excited about: getting my badge

Grade 5

Name: Lucy Aalders
Favourite things about WHPS: the nature and kindness of everyone
When I grow up, I want to be an: interior designer
Some of my hobbies include: playing games and gymnastics
Someone I look up to: my sister
As part of JSC I am most excited about: speaking at assembly and
making the school a better place

Name: Shira Kremer
Nickname: Shakira
Favourite things about WHPS: the teachers
When I grow up, I want to be a: Singer or Spy
Some of my hobbies include: basketball and fighting
Someone I look up to: Taylor Swift and my friends
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping the school

Name: Will Beattie
Nickname: Wilbur
Favourite things about WHPS: the kindness
When I grow up, I want to be an: electrician
Some of my hobbies include: playing basketball
Someone I look up to: my mum
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping the school

Name: Charli Sullivan
Nickname: Cha Cha
Favourite things about WHPS: making new friends
When I grow up, I want to be a: laywer
Some of my hobbies include: netball
Someone I look up to: Evie (my sister)
As part of JSC I am most excited about: getting my badge and sharing
new ideas 

Name: Benjamin Greenhalgh
Nickname: Ben
Favourite things about WHPS: DLC, P.E and maths
When I grow up, I want to be a: zookeeper
Some of my hobbies include: basketball and reading
Someone I look up to: my brother and sister
As part of JSC I am most excited about: getting my badge and helping
the school



  Name: Siena Morgan
Favourite things about WHPS: P.E
When I grow up, I want to be an: interior designer
Some of my hobbies include: swimming and basketball
Someone I look up to: my mum and dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping the school 

Grade 6

Name: Lucas Marasco
Nickname: Luckie
Favourite things about WHPS: sports program
When I grow up, I want to be a: carpenter
Some of my hobbies include: mountain biking and chess
Someone I look up to: Nana, Grandad, Mum and Dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping others

Name: Tara Rowe
Nickname: Taki/Tars
Favourite things about WHPS: the leadership opportunities
When I grow up, I want to be a: scout leader
Some of my hobbies include: cub scouts
Someone I look up to: my brother
As part of JSC I am most excited about: announcements at assembly

Name: Uchral Boldtumur
Nickname: Urie
Favourite things about WHPS: very kind teachers
When I grow up, I want to be a: chef
Some of my hobbies include: soccer
Someone I look up to: my mum and dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping the school 

Name: 
Nickname: 
Favourite things about WHPS: 
When I grow up, I want to be a: 
Some of my hobbies include: 
Someone I look up to: 
As part of JSC I am most excited about: 

Name: Seth Grace
Nickname: Grace
Favourite things about WHPS: having fun with my friends
When I grow up, I want to be a: bus driver
Some of my hobbies include: watching TV and sport
Someone I look up to: my mum and dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping other people 



  Name: Oliver Charlesworth
Favourite things about WHPS: the kind teachers
Some of my hobbies include: maths
Someone I look up to: my mum and dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about:  helping the school to become
a better place for everyone

Name: Dane Hollyoak
Favourite things about WHPS: my friends
When I grow up, I want to be a: writer
Some of my hobbies include: skating, going for walks
Someone I look up to: Napoleon, Winston Churchill
As part of JSC I am most excited about: helping the school

Name: Amy Coleman
Favourite things about WHPS: the way everyone is so flexible and the
library
When I grow up, I want to be a: kindergarten teacher and author
Some of my hobbies include: writing, reading, 
Someone I look up to: my dad
As part of JSC I am most excited about: working with the teacher sand
making announcements at assembly



MATHS
D u r i n g  w e e k  3  t h e  g r a d e  5 / 6
c o h o r t  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t
f r a c t i o n s .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e
a p p l i e d  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  o f
f r a c t i o n s  t o  d e v e l o p  w h a t  t h e y
b e l i e v e  i s  t h e  r e c i p e  f o r  t h e  m o s t
m a r v e l l o u s  m i l k s h a k e  t o  e v e r
e x i s t .  E v e r y o n e  l o v e d
e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s
i n g r e d i e n t s  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e i r
m i l k s h a k e s .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e
e x c i t e d  t o  t u r n  t h e i r  d e s i g n s  i n t o
t h e  r e a l  d e a l  n e x t  w e e k  w h e n  t h e y
c r e a t e  t h e i r  m i l k s h a k e s .  
   

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN 5/6
We are starting Book Club in 5/6! Students
have been practising different roles when
analysing books, such as Predictor, Clarifier,
Questioner and Summariser. This assists the
students with analysing texts from different
perspectives and be able to comprehend
texts on a deeper level.

READING

WELLBEING
I n  W e l l b e i n g  t h i s  T e r m  t h e  g r a d e  5 / 6 ’ s  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d
e m b e d d i n g  t h e  Z o n e s  o f  R e g u l a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  i n t o  t h e i r  d a i l y
r o u t i n e s .  E v e r y  t i m e  t h e y  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  t h e y  h a v e
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  z o n e  ( r e d ,  y e l l o w ,
g r e e n  o r  b l u e ) .  B y  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  h o w  t h e y
a r e  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  m o m e n t ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h e n  c a n  c o n s i d e r
w h a t  s t r a t e g i e s  t h e y  c a n  u s e  i n  o r d e r  t o  m o v e  b a c k  t o  t h e
g r e e n  z o n e  ( o p t i m a l  l e a r n i n g  z o n e ) .  R e c e n t l y ,  a l l  c l a s s r o o m s
g o t  a n  e x c i t i n g  d e l i v e r y  o f  s e n s o r y  t o o l s !  T h e y  a r e  u s e d
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l / m e n t a l
s t r a t e g i e s  ( m o v i n g  o u r  b o d i e s  o r  t a k i n g  d e e p  b r e a t h s ) .  W e
a r e  s o  e x c i t e d  t o  h a v e  t h i s  a s  a  p a r t  o f  o u r  d a i l y  p r o g r a m !  

We have also been practicing our spelling by using the Sound Mats.
This useful tool helps us to identify which phoneme is appropriate
when we are spelling new words.



to the 70 Book-Lovers who have already completed the PRC for 2023! 
Our Prep team: Mila W, Hana H, Harry B, Ruby H, Finn J, Gabrielle C, Leila D, Aria S, Charlie E,
Elinor H, Ned T 
Our Gr 1 team; Quinn O, Bodhi D, Josephine M, Jude C Max W, Agastya B, Mivaan R, William V, 
Nina A, Elsie A, Ivy M, Hannah F, Mina S, Alice B,  Melody H
Our Gr 2 team: William H, Xavier W, Ava P, Marcus S, Alice E
Our Gr 3 team: Kai M, Yaami P, Toby J, Ella D, Ruben E, Adelaide S, Theodore H, Nandan N, 
Ernest L, Leo H, Amelia D, Serena W, Grace W, Matilda K, Edwin C, Oliver D, Grace W
Our Gr 4 team: Isobel B, Ivy P, Penny A, April T, Lili H, Derin D, Penny A, Madeleine M, Daniel L, 
Our Gr 5 team: Isabel J, Monica S, Jenaya E, Jasmine Y, Logan R, Siena M
Our Gr 6 team: Kristian C, Joanne D, Zoe D, Tuna D, Aerynn G

There are still 47 days to go and lots of great prizes are up for grabs! 
So jump online and register all your wonderful books now. 

Please don't hesitate to email me if you have any questions about logging into your child's PRC
portal with their unique username and password, which was sent home to all students in Term 1.
Please email me at kathryne.radcliffe@education.vic.gov.au  if you need any help!

Have you...Brushed up on your Harry Potter Trivia for this Monday lunchtime?  
Entered your books in the PRC Portal ?
Watched the Seesaw video message from our 2 Author/Illustrators? 
Started to get your Book Week costume organised? 

Congratulations 
 

Join us in the Library this Monday at lunchtime to celebrate the birthday of
the wonderful Boy Wizard Harry Potter 

Great prizes up for grabs and lots of fun is guaranteed for everyone! 

http://kathryne.radcliffe@education.vic.gov.au/


These 2 wonderful Author/Illustrators below have made you a special
Seesaw video message about the 

2023 Picture Story-Book of the Year Competition  
So jump into your Seesaw messages and take a look at what they are so excited about! 

and this is m
y

2023 book 

Hamster 

Hide & Seek

This is m
y 2022

winning book 

The Road Trip

YippeeEEEEE
Only 26 sleeps  

until dress-up day! 



  

 

Minnie, Sidney, Flynn, Ava, Edie, Mabel, Emmett, Albie,
Bonnie, Preston, Cooper, An, Anton, Amelia, Jay, Daniel,
Jackson, Darcy, Rory.

Week 1

Student Of
the

Inessa, Odette, Ethan, Harvey, Sophie, Sienna, Carter, Joshua,
Akash, Arman, Piper, Jacob, Riley, Fleur, 

Week 2
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In the spirit of reconciliation the TheirCare Watsonia Heights acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of country 
throughout Australia and their connections to land, sea and community. We pay our respect to their Elders past, 

present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

Monday Cooking Club
 
Tuesday Sport Club
 
Wednesday Environment
Club
 
Thursday Craft Club
 
Friday STEAM Club

Do you see a club you 
would enjoy? Come and try
it out after school one day!

This Week we introduced our new room pet Mr. 
Grey, a Black Moor Goldfish designed to help us 

learn responsibility and develop our 
understanding of animals and their environment 

in our environment club.
We decorated our room with our winter crafts 

making snowmen and snowflakes to make a blue 
winter window. The students found it challenging 

to stick the snowman head to the body but 
powered through. 

Week 1 - Winter Week

Week 2 - Future Leaders

 TIMES

Before School:
After School: 
Holidays:

7:00AM - 8:45AM
2:30PM - 6:00PM
7:00AM - 6:00PM

 CONTACT HEAD OFFICE
 1300 072 410
 info@theircare.com.au

 CONTACT SERVICE
 0438 522 874
 watsoniaheights@theircare.com.au

Clubs

Afternoon Tea
We have been trialing some new 

healthy snacks during after 
school care. This trial allows us 

to see what students are 
currently enjoying and how we

can change the menu to suit all.

Mr. Grey
We have welcomed a new class 
pet, he is a fish called Mr. Grey. 
While he settles in please make 

sure that we don' knock the table 
or touch the glass of his tank

cause we don't want to scare him.

T h i s  w e e k  s t u d e n t s  e n j o y e d  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t
t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  w h o  t h e y  w a n t  o t  b e  w h e n  t h e y  a r e

o l d e r .  w e  e x p l o r e  t h e m e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  c a r e e r s ,
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a n d  w h a t  w e  w a n t  t h e  f u t u r e e  w o r l d

t o  l o o k  l i k e .  O u r  f a v o u r i t e  a c t i v i t y  w a s  g e t t i n g
s t u d e n t s  t o  d r a w  w h o  t h e y  w a n t  t o  b e  i n  2 0  y e a r s

t i m e .  


