GRADE 5 & 6
English Program

Reading
Our main focus on reading this year is building excitement and a love
of reading. The more students read appropriate books, the better they
are at reading. Good readers decode the words but also comprehend
what they are reading. They have an inner voice that thinks
about what they are reading. We aim to develop this voice.
We use the CAFÉ reading system which organises the reading skills
into four groups:
C - Comprehension
A - Accuracy
F -Fluency
E – Expanding Vocabulary
Through our reading lessons, students are taught many skills
including the following comprehension skills.
• Monitoring: Checking that what we read makes sense.
• Determining Importance: Finding key information for a purpose.
• Visualising: Creating a picture in our minds as we read.
• Questioning: Asking questions in our mind while we read.
Students also engage in "Book Clubs" where they each share a role,
such as discussion facilitator or vocabulary checker, over a mutually
chosen text.

Big Write and VCOP
At WHPS, we use a combination of VCOP, Big Write and Writer’s notebooks
linking our writing to our Inquiry learning covering different genres.
We also promote real world links to ensure the learning needs of all
students are met.
VCOP is a toolkit that helps students to improve their use of:
V - Vocabulary C- Connectives O - Openers C - Connectives
Big Write is uninterrupted independent writing time. This is where
students practice using the skills they have learnt. All students have a
writer’s notebook. This is where students bring in seeds (photos or
mementos) of topics they enjoy to inspire their writing. The notebooks
follow the students up through the school.

Mathematics Program
At WHPS our Maths teaching and learning has a strong focus on
providing students with rich, authentic, open-ended tasks based on
real-life learning. We create a very positive learning environment
where students are engaged and challenged in ways that allows them
to build their confidence and succeed in their learning. We
support students to gain a practical knowledge of the application of
maths, so that can confidently apply their maths learning in their
everyday lives. Hands-on resources and materials are used to support
students and scaffold their learning. We also have individual online
subscriptions to Mathletics and Essential Assessment that students
have access to at home and at school.

GRADE 5 & 6
Social and Emotional Learning
This whole school social and emotional development program sees our students
continue to develop their strengths, build lasting friendships, problem solve and
cope with stressful situations. The 5/6 students enjoy a variety of activities
including role-plays, stories and case studies, giving them the opportunity to
apply these skills to relevant social situations. Progressive changes can be reached
when encouraging attitudes, behaviours and equality exist across the school
community, and when learning is reinforced by what is modelled in our school.
The 5/6 students have proven to be insightful, respectful and constructive when
using common language to share experiences and develop strategies. These
positive behaviours make us all feel cared for and included in our community.
Through our Social Emotional Learning program the 5/6 students learn how to
build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence. They understand
that everyone in our school community deserves to be respected, valued and
treated equally.

Inquiry Learning

Our inquiry topics have covered an array of personal and worldly learning opportunities, complimented by a
number of excursions and incursions. Students in 5/6 thoroughly enjoy these interactive programs, where they
can set personal wonderings about the topics that drive our investigations. Some of the topics we cover include....

Identity

Sustainability
We are advocates for the world we
live in and explore the importance
of sustainable practices. As a result
of discovering the impacts of
pollution on the environment and
our lives, students initiate action
plans to improve the culture of our
school sustainability.

Students celebrate what makes
them unique and their personal
strengths. They investigate how
their brains learn most effectively
and what makes for an ideal learning
environment. Students enjoy
investigating their own strengths,
then applying their strengths in the
classroom to optimise their learning.

Creativity
With the opportunity to let their
innovation take over, we are blown
away by our student project designs
at our Creativity Expo. Our curiosity
ignites when discovering how things
work by looking inside everyday
objects. Students then learn how to
create moving parts using simple
machines such as levers and pulleys.

