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Hello and welcome to the latest newsletter.
I hope you are well and in some way shape or form you impacted and enjoyed the recent Mother’s Day weekend. We
were proud to welcome our Mothers, Grandmothers and special women to join in our recent Mother’s Day breakfast.
It was wonderful to have the opportunity to celebrate their role in our students’ lives. It was lovely to see the children
being able to have some fun at school with their Mums. Thanks to all the Dad’s who came along to help make this
morning run so smoothly.
Thank-you also to the wonderful team of parents (and student leaders) who helped out with the Mother’s Day
planting extravaganza! This was a great initiative to have students design their own pots, special bookmark messages
and, of course, take the time to hand pot the plants. Hopefully these have been transplanted at home to take a place
in your garden or sustainable pot. Please keep your painted pot as a momento of the time and effort taken by your
children. Would make a great asset around the home, I’m sure.
Mother’s day reflection:
We went to the Zoo and had fun with Mum. – Max yr.2
I made breakfast for my Mum, It was bacon and eggs! – Mackenzie yr.2

Curriculum Days
School Council is responsible for approving our curriculum days and our 2018 dates have recently been approved
Our curriculum days are:
Thursday 7th June
Friday 23rd August
Monday 5th November
These days are invaluable for staff to have the opportunity of working together in a sustained manner. Amongst other
things on these days staff will be focussing on professional learning, curriculum developments, assessment schedules
and processes.
Walk to school day today
Today we celebrated walk to school day. Promoting a healthy and active lifestyle, some morning exercise is a
wonderful way to start the day. Whilst this provides a nationally consistent focus, the focus on walking to school (or
riding) is something that we would love to promote every day!
Thanks to Miss. Massa for promoting this event at WHPS.
It was such a fun morning with students enjoying some morning activity, some fresh fruit, skipping and dancing on
arrival at school.
What have you learnt this week….a year 2 perspective…
I’ve learnt that this school is great because it’s sustainable and it has lots of great people in it. – Skye
I’ve learnt that you don’t throw a boomerang like a Frisbee! – Angus
I learnt how to make paint from natural products. – Laily
I hope you also learnt something this week.
I learnt that there are approximately 390 billion galaxies that are viewable within the science of astrology. There may
well be many more than this, that our current technology doesn’t allow us to see, yet! Within each of those galaxies
there approximately 200 billion stars. That’s a lot of ‘space in space’! Learning is all around us and every day provides
opportunities to learn something new.
New knowledge, new facts, new concepts, new behaviours, new ideas, new experiences, new developments, new
relationships, new connections, new thoughts, and many more new opportunities for growth. Fostering curiosity is a
great enabler for learning.
So what??…..well, that’s what we try to capture at WHPS. A love for learning that fosters curiosity. Yes, we teach the
core skills and these are absolutely imperative to successful ongoing learners. But, we must also continue to allow the
opportunity for children (and adults) to explore the wider world and grapple with questions of curiosity.
We know that learning is stimulating, at any age. And the neuroplasticity of the brain allows new learning and relearning to happen throughout life. I believe that learning can invigorate, challenge and empower people. Individually
and collectively.
The staff at WHPS are in the honourable, enabling and fortunate position to lead this learning process each day. As
parents you have the most influence in developing and placing a high value on learning. Reading to your child does this
very well and helps to create a positive attitude towards learning.
What learning opportunities will tomorrow bring…..
Policy Development
As part of our ongoing cyclical review of school policies the School Council regularly reviews and updates our school
policies. As these are reviewed the policies are made available to the community for consultation. Council has recently
reviewed the:
Canteen Policy
Excursions Policy
These are now available for review on the school’s website. All feedback can be directed to me.
kent.michael.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

Life Education
All students thoroughly enjoyed their recent Life Education visit. The opportunity to learn about all things health and
wellbeing whilst interaction with everyone’s favourite, Harold; was fun for everyone.
Sustainability
Over the next few weeks, WHPS will be liaising with our community about some new sustainability initiatives at our
school. We already have some fantastic sustainability programs such as our school veggie garden, composting and
nude food. We will be reviewing the way children eat and dispose of waste at school, auditing our recycling suppliers
and providing parents and our wider school community with information on healthy lunch boxes and sustainability
tips. Please be reminded that Nude Food is every Tuesday and parents are encouraged to pack package free lunch
lunchboxes. With the help of Sustainability Leaders, we will be communicating these exciting new initiatives in class,
assembly and via compass. Stay tuned!
Many thanks to the parents whom recently completed the sustainability survey. Your insights and feedback is greatly
appreciated and will help to inform our policy and practice improvements over coming times.
School commences at 9am
We have recently noticed an increase in the number of students arriving after the bell. It is important that the
students are in class, ready to commence learning at 9am sharp as we start our teaching immediately. Students who
are late are missing essential learning. If your child arrives at 9.15, they are likely to have missed important
instructional information that establishes the morning and daily focus. Additionally, it is very difficult for students to
maintain focus, when there is a stream of students arriving late. Please endeavour to have your child at school at 8.50
so they can complete the morning process and be ready to learn at 9am.
N.B. As you would be aware we are now marking the roll via Compass. Therefore, if you arrive after the bell has gone
at 9, you are required to sign your child in at the office and obtain a late pass.
Thank you for helping us to ensure your children get the most out of our learning time.
ATTS
Over the next few weeks we will be conducting our annual survey to gather the thoughts and opinions of our students
in years 4,5 and 6. This survey provides an opportunity for students to give their views and opinions on a range of
aspects of school life. As always, we welcome the opportunity of hearing form the most valuable members of our
school – the children. Right across the school we are always looking at way to enhance what we do.
This means strengthening what is working well but also improving some areas and adding new elements to our
curriculum program and provision. The voices of all students is highly important to us and we take time in all classes to
hear from the children (in fact all of our school community). Whilst this particular survey focuses on our senior
students, our school ensures that our consultative practices involves all stakeholders within our great school. If you
have anything you’d like to share, please don’t hesitate in contacting me.
kent.michael.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
NAPLAN
This week students in years 3 & 5 participated in the annual NAPLAN test. These tests are nationwide and provide an
insight into student performance under strict testing conditions on one particular day. These tests can sometimes
come with some level of anxiety and trepidation. Whilst we analyse the results of these tests to help build a picture of
students in differing testing scenarios, we are very much aware that student learning evolves in varied ways for all
students. These tests are not the only reflection of learning or performance. At WHPS we maintain a focus on holistic
learning that represents the progress of the whole child over time. We offer a breadth and depth of curriculum that is
not represented in the NAPLAN tests and we are constantly assessing student performance in a range of settings and
curriculum areas. Congratulations to all the students whom participated, your attitude and effort has been
outstanding.
1/2/ Melbourne Museum and Botanic Gardens Excursion
On Tuesday, the 1/2’s went on an excursion to the Melbourne Museum
and the Botanical Gardens as part of their immersion for Inquiry. At the
museum, students were put in small groups and were allowed to
explore the grounds with a parent or teacher. At the Botanical Gardens,
students were given a special welcome to country and smoking
ceremony by an indigenous facilitator called Lenka. Afterwards,
students participated in traditional aboriginal painting with Ochre and
explored ancient hunting tools, weaving and exploring the special flora.
Despite the persistent rain, everyone had a fabulous day and the
behaviour that was displayed by WHPS students was exceptional!

Maths @ home!!
Have you ever wondered how you could help you child with maths at home? Well you’re in luck! This term we are
hosting a very exciting parent information evening where specialist maths consultant Michael Ymer will help to
answer this very question.
This event will be held on Thursday May 24th at 6.30-8.00pm. On this evening Michael will share a very entertaining
presentation about how parents can best to support their children in learning maths. He will address these common
questions:
- What is my child learning in mathematics? - How can I help my child become an efficient problem solver? - How do
children best learn mathematics? - What can I do to best support my child in learning maths?
We are really looking forward to this evening and look forward to seeing you there. Further information will be shared
via Compass closer to the date.
Book Fair
Keep an eye out for the book fair to be held next week in room 2. This will be open to all students before and after
school each day. There are always some wonderful books on offer. A great way to find an interest based book to take
home, share and enjoy.
Book fair will be open 8.45-9am and 3.30-3.45pm each day next week. We hope to see you there.
National Simultaneous Storytime 2018
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is an annual campaign that aims to encourage more young Australians to read
and enjoy books. Now in its 17th successful year, it is a colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to promote the value of
reading and literacy, using an Australian children's book that explores age-appropriate themes, and addresses key
learning areas of the National Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6.
Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator is read simultaneously in
libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and many other places around the country.
This year NSS takes place on Wednesday 23rd May at 11am (AEST) where we will share Hickory Dickory Dash, written
by Tony Wilson and illustrated by Laura Wood, read aloud by a special guest over our school PA.
Reconciliation week
The theme for NRW2018 is ‘Don’t Keep History A Mystery: Learn. Share. Grow.’
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) runs annually from 27 May – 3 June. These dates mark two milestones in
Australia’s reconciliation journey: The 1967 referendum and the historic Mabo decision, respectively.
Each year National Reconciliation Week (NRW) celebrates and builds on the respectful relationships shared by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians.
The dates that bookend the week are significant milestones in the reconciliation journey.
May 27—Marks the anniversary of Australia’s most successful referendum and a defining event in our nation’s history.
The 1967 referendum saw over 90 per cent of Australians vote to give the Commonwealth the power to make laws for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and recognise them in the national census.
3 June—Commemorates the High Court of Australia’s landmark Mabo decision in 1992, which legally recognised that
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have a special relationship to the land—a relationship that existed prior
to colonization and still exists today. This recognition paved the way for land rights or Native Title.
Grade 5/6 - Reconciliation Week excursion
On Wednesday 30 May our Grade 5/6 students will take part in a wonderful Reconciliation Banyule forum at the
Watsonia Library. They will watch a documentary about the life of Bob Randle, a community elder and a member of
the Stolen Generations.
Students will then join members from Reconciliation Banyule in a forum to discuss the importance of how we’re
fortunate enough to have one of the richest and oldest continuing cultures in the world that we should all be proud of
and celebrate. You will receive a Compass permission request shortly for this excursion.
1/2/ Melbourne Museum and Botanic Gardens Excursion
On Tuesday, the 1/2’s went on an excursion to the Melbourne Museum and the Botanical Gardens as part of their
immersion for Inquiry. At the museum, students were put in small groups and were allowed to explore the grounds
with a parent or teacher. At the Botanical Gardens, students were given a special welcome to country and smoking
ceremony by an indigenous facilitator called Lenka. Afterwards, students participated in traditional aboriginal painting
with Ochre and explored ancient hunting tools, weaving and exploring the special flora. Despite the persistent rain,
everyone had a fabulous day and the behaviour that was displayed by WHPS students was exceptional!
Clubs program
We offer many great clubs at WHPS with something for everyone. Please take the time to read through the WHPS
Clubs timetable and information later in this edition and discuss these great clubs with your children.

School Photos
You will have received your photos this week. If you have any issues or questions regarding these please contact
SchoolPix directly on 1300 766 055.
Values based
WHPS has a strong sense of values that are encouraged every day. Our PATHS program fosters a positive mindset. It
develops children’s interpersonal skills and improves their awareness of emotions and behavioral choices. Our school
values of: Success, Teamwork, Respect, Individuality, Visionary and Effort (forming the acronym STRIVE) are embedded
across the school.
I would like to unpack these to provide some insight into daily life at WHPS.
Success
Teamwork is central to life at WHPS. Whilst we encourage the development of individual learners and foster and
celebrate individual pursuits we are a collective team here at school. This is represented in our community based
approach to learning.
You will have heard the saying, ‘It takes a village to raise a child.’ Here at WHPS, the village is our community of
people. Collectively we work to raise each individual to be a successful learner and member of society. Within our
school values we develop the expectation that provides a consistent approach in our learning village.
Teamwork takes many forms at school. We teach and promote teamwork skills as being building blocks to success. It is
well researched that as our young learners grow and enter the workforce of the future the interpersonal and relational
skills will be of the utmost importance and indeed sought after. The ability to converse effectively, communicate with
different people, build a team, share ideas, recognize the strengths in others, be a creative problem solver all some of
the varied skills that we build, develop and strengthen in our students.
Providing rich opportunities to develop interpersonal skills and social skills are also extremely important at WHPS. We
strive to have students that are inter-connected to their peers. Supporting students to form and maintain strong and
healthy relationships is highly important in ensuring happy, resilient and confident learners.
Our wider school team forms a hugely important part of supporting our students. The relationships and teamwork
developed between home and school contributes enormously to providing a stable and supportive network for
children. Additionally, the team approach allows opportunities for all community members to work together to
improve our school. Your ideas, your support, your challenge and your participatory involvement helps to make WHPS
what it is; and what it can become! Supporting the learning of your child via the interest you show, the conversations
you facilitate and the reading to and with your child are immensely important in their cognitive, social and emotional
development.
A highlight of working in education is when the team can come together to celebrate and enjoy a students’ success!
Thanks for all that you do to make our great team even better! I appreciate the ongoing support that you provide to
your child/ren and your school. Our school is built on the strength of our teamwork. Without our people our school is
merely a pulseless building.
Respect
Individuality
Visionary
Effort
Wishing you a wonderful weekend ahead.
Warmest regards,
Michael
Cross Country
All grade 3-6 students will be participating in the House Cross Country Competition, on Wednesday 23rd May,
between 11:30am-2:30pm. The run will be held at Central Oval, (Glenice Street) Greensborough.
The students will be running in age group competitions – 8,9,10 years, 11 years and 12/13 years.
All children are encouraged to run in their house colours.
Medallions will be awarded to first place, and ribbons for 2nd and 3rd place. Students are also awarded points for
participating for their houses, so we are encouraging everyone to give it a go to earn some points for their house. The
points will be tallied and one house will be awarded the 2018 House Cross Country Trophy.
The students will walk to and from the venue and no permission is needed for students to take part in the event as it
is covered under the ‘Permission for Local Walks” form.
It is recommended that students wear appropriate running shoes and bring a water bottle to the event.
Parents are most welcome to come along and support, which would be much appreciated by the 3-6 team.
For those students selected to represent the school, the Watsonia District Cross Country will be held on Thursday 31st
of May, at Banyule Flats. Cannot wait to hear all our students cheering on and supporting one another. Miss Massa.

Across the AP’s desk…
WHPS – The Fresh Food People!
A major initiative that our school undertook last year was the
establishment of our community garden. Many people in our
community lent their time and expertise in building the garden and
getting it ready for planting. The garden has been a massive hit with
our students and teachers this year. Each week we have two classes,
our ‘Garden Gurus’ rostered on to tend to our garden and conduct
activities such as watering, weeding, feeding, mulching and
occasionally a bit of harvesting! It has been fantastic to see our
students out in the garden and getting their hands dirty and
experiencing first hand learning about the journey of food from
seedling in the earth to the dinner table. There are opportunities to
explore other themes such as sustainable practices, water efficiency,
organic gardening, pest control, beneficial predators, composting,
worm farming, companion planting and about productive gardens
generally. These are skills that we hope they transfer into their own
lives and we would love to see them pestering you for their own
little corner of the garden to explore their green thumbs! I know my daughters love having ownership over their veggies at home
and I regularly see them helping themselves to the ripe cherry tomatoes or strawberries directly off the vine (after washing!).
Our Grade 5 students the ‘Fancy Rancies’ have taken this learning a step
further. They established their own market stall two weeks ago selling a
number of organic veggies that were harvested from our school garden.
In preparing for the stall the students had to consider what they were
going to harvest and how much to harvest. They conducted internet
research as to the cost of different vegetables in supermarkets to
determine an appropriate pricing structure, they designed a promotion
and marketing campaign that included creating posters to advertise their
stall, they made calculations involving money to determine the total cost
of items bought and the correct change required. I love seeing these
sorts of rich learning experiences as they are so much more powerful
than teaching any of these skills in isolation with a pen and paper
method. The surrounding
photos give an indication of
their engagement levels.
Another brilliant outcome of this project
was that our students raised an amazing
$142.20!!!! It’s awesome to see the fruits
of our students labour (see what I did
there?). These funds will flow directly
back to our garden and provide our
students with resources to make our
garden produce even bigger and better
in the future.
I want to express our sincere thanks to all those parents and families who
supported the produce stall and gave our students such a wonderful learning
experience. It has also provided the opportunity for us to build on the success of
the first stall to hopefully provide even better organic produce in the years ahead.
Life Ed
Our students enjoyed the opportunity to get into get into the Life Ed van last week and learning about a variety of important
health matters. They also enjoyed engaging with their old friend Harold the Giraffe, learning from him and asking him questions.
NAPLAN
Our Year 3 & 5 students have participated in NAPLAN testing this week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. This can sometimes
be a stressful time for students as the formal testing conditions are considerably different to our normal school routine. Students
have been working with teachers over the past couple of weeks to become familiar with the testing format. Our aim has been to
increase our students’ confidence to achieve their best and minimise levels of anxiety around the testing. NAPLAN provides our
school with useful data to explore the learning trends for our students, but we take the view that it is only one piece of evidence
of student learning and a snapshot of performance on a given day in a formal testing environment. Our students and teachers are
to be congratulated on the manner in which they prepared for and conducted the tests and mindset that they displayed. Parents
will receive the results of the assessments for their child later in the year when they become available.

KINDER Shows
Our school had some special little visitors last week and this week with a number of kinder students visiting our school to become
familiar with primary school life and enjoying a show. Our thanks go to the Prep team for their hard work in coordinating these
sessions and making our visitors feel so welcome.
Cross Country
rd
A reminder that our 3-6 School Cross-Country is fast approaching on Wednesday the 23 of May. This will be conducted at Central
Oval just down the hill from school in the middle session of the day. The top 10 runners from each gender and age group will earn
st
the right to represent the school at the District Cross Country on Thursday the 31 May. All parents/guardians are welcome to
attend and support the runners on the day. Any parents able to assist as course marshals on the day, please contact Miss Massa to
register your availability.
Mothers Day
I hope all the mothers in our community experienced a very happy Mother’s Day last Sunday and were spoilt for the day. This was
a great opportunity to thank the person in the family that typically puts everyone else first and is always taking great care of us.
We all tend to have wonderful women in our lives that deserve a little extra pampering. I hope the activities our students
completed, their cuddles and words of thanks made the day special for our Mums. Our thanks also go out to all the parent helpers
and staff that made both the Mothers Day stall and Mothers Day breakfast such a success.
Have a great weekend,
Tony

May
Friday 18th – Inter School Sport – Away V’s Norris Bank
Monday 21st – Friday 25th – Scholastic Book Fair Room 2 Opposite the Staffroom
Wednesday 23rd – WHPS Cross Country 3-6
Thursday 24th – Maths Parent Night 6.30 – 8pm
Friday 25th – Inter School Sport – Home V’s Streeton
Wednesday 30th – Yr 5/6 Reconciliation Week Excursion – Watsonia Library
Thursday 31st – District X-Country
June
Friday 1st – Inter School Sport – Home V’s Bundoora
Thursday 7th – Curriculum Day – No School Today
Friday 8th – Inter School Sport – Home V’s Greensborough
Monday 11th – Queens Birthday Public Holiday
Wednesday 22th – Inter School Sport Finals
Friday 29th – Assembly at 1.30pm for a 1.30pm Finish

Term dates 2018:
Term 2: 16 April to 29 June
Term 3: 16 July to 21 September
Term 4: 8 October to 21 December

Don’t forget School Banking
Every Tuesday

What’s been happening in Grade 1/2……
It’s been a busy few weeks back at school and we have already had some very exciting learning happening in the 1/2
area.
In Maths, we have been working hard on Addition. The students have been using Numicon, dice, cards and other
hands on materials to consolidate their 10’s and 20’s facts, doubles and near doubles. Automatically knowing these
combinations means that as the sums get trickier, the students have the base knowledge to work them out. Using a
pack of playing cards with the picture cards removed, students have played a variety of games to improve their
number facts. We have also been exploring the features of a calendar and the four seasons linked in with their
months. This week we will begin looking at time. Please continue to encourage your child to log onto Mathletics at
home.
In Reading, we have been focusing on the comprehension strategy; ‘Saying Questions the Text Answers’. We have
been writing and asking lots of questions we think the text might answer. This has tied in well with our writing genre of
Information Reports, where we have been researching animals, sports and other interests of the students. The 1/2’s
have really enjoyed this and we have certainly expanded our general knowledge! It has also been wonderful to see so
many students ready for their ‘Big Write’ on Thursdays, keep up the ‘Big Talks’ at home – it makes a ‘BIG’ difference!
In Inquiry, we have been looking at how our lives are the same and different to others. We watched a short video
about the lives of children in Ghana & India. Afterwards we discussed things about their lives that were the same as
us and things that were different, and displayed this information using a Venn diagram. It was interesting to see the
students reflect on this video.
We have also begun a partnership with Greensborough Secondary College. Students from the college have been
visiting the 1/2 classes on some Fridays and Tuesdays and working with us in Maths. The secondary students have
really enjoyed getting to know the students and our 1/2 students are benefitting from their assistance.

.

The 1/2 team
Georgia Barnes, Jenny Humberstone, Mary Stanton, Shanai Bowden, Phil Hannon and Maddy Creasey

WHPS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

For Week ending 4th May 2018
Edie

PC

Finding lots of ways to make the number 9 using Numicon. You are a superstar!

Fynn
Sabrina

PG

For sounding out lots of big words during Writing time. Go Fynn!
For sounding out words to identify the individual sounds.

Kiki
Mackenzie

1/2B

Sienna

1/2HS

For stretching out words to hear the sounds to write the letters.
For working so hard during writing sessions and having a great attitude towards her
learning.
For a great Show and Tell presentation about her family tree.

James

3/4R

For writing an outstanding narrative using amazing adjectives and WOW words.

Lucas

3/4M

Eysha

5/6E

Joel

5/6M

Ava

Mandarin

For working really hard on his persuasive writing and following the OREO structure. Keep
up the great effort Lucas.
For her incredible narrative about finding an alien amongst her toys. Your work
demonstrated a high level of writing skills and the vocabulary you used was very
impressive!
Working hard to complete a Big Write and writing an engaging text about why homework
should be banned.
For her wonderful participation, listening and sharing when learning all the different
Mandarin words for brothers and sisters. Fantastic work Ava!

WHPS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

For Week ending 11th May 2018
Aidan

PM

Lyrika
Heidi
Ben

PC

Shelby
Adelaide
Rafael

PG

Myles

1/2B

Asha

1/2H

1B

His sensational attempts when sounding out unknown words during writing. You are
amazing!
Being a “Kindness Monster” two weeks in row! Well done superstar!
Giving everything a go and showing pride in her work. Well done!
Adding more detail to his writing and using full stops. Well done!
For having a go to sound out words to hear the sounds to write.
Doing a great job in writing sounding out the words and writing the letters.
For being a kind friend to everyone in the class. Great job Rafael.

Xander

1/2HS

Having the confidence to speak in front of the class on several occasions. I am so proud of
you!
For being an all round superstar with her learning and always going beyond expectations
in class
Making great progress with Maths and using Numicon to quickly make friends of ten! Keep it
up Nissa!
Showing enthusiasm in everything he does.

Townes

3/4R

For sharing his knowledge and outlook on the world in a profound and humorous way.

Matthew

3/4M

Leo

5R

For working really hard on his writing and persisting with challenges to create a fantastic
piece on ‘why sugar should be banned from the canteen’.
For his great effort and teamwork skills. You are a valued class member.

Jordyn

5/6E

For showing determination, persistence and ownership in all aspects of his learning.

Emily

5/6M

Finding your confidence and not giving up… And as a result, creating excellent persuasive
texts!
Setting an excellent example for her peers and demonstrating STRIVE values in everything
she does.
For the focus and wonderful effort he put into writing sentences in Chinese characters and
pinyin about days of the week. Fantastic work!

Nissa

Tanesha
Tom

Mandarin

WHPS Clubs Term 2 2018
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Time
Recess
Lunchtime
Time
Recess
Lunchtime
Lunchtime
Time
Recess
Lunchtime
Time
Recess
Lunchtime
Time
Recess
Lunchtime
Lunchtime
Lunchtime
Lunchtime

Club
Smiling Minds Club
1/2 Library Club
Club
Cosmic Kids Yoga
Lego & Puzzle Club
Gardening Club
Club
Smiling Minds Club
Chess Club
Club
Cosmic Kids Yoga
Knitting Club
Club
Smiling Minds Club
Science Library Club
M-Club
Acting Club
Choir

Venue
Library
Library
Venue
Library
Library
Garden Shed
Venue
Library
Library
Venue
Library
Library
Venue
Library
Library
Mandarin Room
GP Room
DLC

Smiling Minds Club
Students from all year levels are invited to relax and enjoy guided mediation in the Library during Recess.
This club is about encouraging each child to believe in and value themselves. We listen to all types of guided mediations
which are designed to empower children in all areas of their life. From thinking positively, to understand the connection
between thoughts, feelings and behaviours. Children are inspired to explore their imaginations and be mindful.
1/2 Library Club
Year 1/2 students are invited to explore everything ‘BOOKS’ during this jam packed lunchtime session or just read quietly
and relax if they wish.
With special guest story time readers and lots of great activities there is so much fun to be had. While promoting a love of
reading we also explore the power of inquiry through picture story books.
Cosmic Kids Yoga
Students from all year levels are invited to the Library twice a week to enjoy fantastic yoga sessions from Cosmic Kids
Yoga.
Children derive enormous benefits from yoga. Physically, it enhances their flexibility, strength, coordination, and body
awareness. In addition, their concentration and sense of calmness and relaxation also improves.
Gardening Club
Students from all year levels are invited to join in and enjoy the relaxing benefits of gardening.
Students take pride in maintaining and nurturing the school gardens and watching them change with the seasons.
Students are actively involved in planting, and caring for plants in the school grounds and gathering lunch scraps for
the compost bins.
Lego and Puzzle Club
Every Tuesday lunchtime in the Library students from all year levels are invited to bring in their amazing Lego building feats
from home and present them to Lego club group. Amongst sharing their engineering skills it also builds the presenters
confidence when speaking in front of an audience and gives them the opportunity to receive praise for their efforts from
their peers. The excitement in the room is wonderful to watch and once the presentations have concluded the group
enjoys Lego building for the remainder of the lunch break while we enjoy Lego speed building movies on the big screen. It
is every Lego lovers dream and we welcome all year levels to come and join in the fun.
We also have a HUGE amount of puzzles to play (from jigsaws to Cluedo) with something for everyone.
Chess Club
Gr 1 - 6 Students are invited to enrol in Chess Club with the cost of $65 per term. Chess Club is facilitated by David
from Chess-Ed https://www.chesseducation.com.au/schools
Chess is one of the most powerful educational tools available to strengthen a child's mind. Most 6-7 year olds can follow
the basic rules and some children as young as 4 or 5 can play.
Whatever a child's age, chess can enhance concentration, patience, and perseverance, as well as develop creativity,
intuition, and memory. Most importantly, children can develop the ability to analyse and deduce from a set of general
principles, to make tough decisions and to solve problems flexibly.

Knitting Club
Students from all year levels are invited to join us to learn the wonderful art of knitting. We welcome everyone from first
time beginners to experienced knit-o-holics to enjoy a chat and a knit in our lovely Library space.
There has been much research into the benefits of knitting for children, with teachers and doctors noting improvement in:
Fine and gross motor skills – the mobility and dexterity required for knitting helps improve brain function.
Reading – because it requires a left to right and/or circular process.
Maths – knitting can teach basic and complicated maths (counting, skip counting, multiplication, division, subtraction,
adding, patterning).
Comprehension – understanding how each stitch is made.
Critical thinking and problem-solving – “reading” knitting and fixing problems.
Creativity – dreaming up colour combinations, shapes and patterns.
Persistence – projects take time and patience to complete.
Focus and attentiveness – knitting can be wholly absorbing and therefore increases the ability to concentrate.
Behaviour – knitting is both calming and repetitive.
M-Club
Mandarin Club (M-Club) takes place each Friday at lunchtime. Students from all year levels are invited to participate in
activities that complement the regular Mandarin Program.
So far, students have broadened their understanding through learning to sing songs, to perform a fan dance, to make
lanterns and to recite poems. There are many more different activities to come that aim to engage all who are
interested in joining!
The schedule for each term will have different activities, which aim to engage all who are interested in joining!
The schedule for each term will be communicated when relevant. Students can choose which activities they would like
to participate in.
Acting Club
Acting club runs every Friday during lunchtime and is available for year Prep -Gr3 students.
Amongst having fun, this club is structured to develop social skills, to build resilience and
confidence as well as building problem solving strategies. Staff teach these skills through modelling, activities and games.
Choir
Our 3-6 choir is made up of children who are passionate about singing. We meet each Friday at lunch time to warm up
our voices and practise singing a variety of songs. We perform a song each year at our amazing school concert and
starting this year we will also be performing more regularly at school assemblies.
Later in the year we will be performing Christmas carols in the local community. Any student from grades 3 - 6 are very
welcome to join.
Science Library Club
Students from all year levels are invited to join us in the Library to delve into all things Science!
Students are part of a team which is encouraged to plan, monitor and evaluate different topics,
while exploring topics that interests them.
L – R Lego & Puzzle Club, Chess Club, Smiling Minds Club and Knitting Club

On the 2nd of July, the Australian Government will transition to a new Child Care Subsidy (CCS). This will
replace the existing Child Care Rebate (CCR) and Child Care Benefit (CCB).
There are a number of key changes that families who rely on childcare before and/or after school need to
know, including:
•

Any benefit will be paid directly to child care providers (like Camp Australia), who will then only bill the
‘gap’ amount to families.

•

There will continue to be hardship relief.

•

For families earning less than $186,958, there will no longer be an annual cap on the amount of
subsidy you can receive. For families earning between $186,958 and $351,248, an increased annual
subsidy cap of $10,000 per child will apply each year.

If you’d like to know what percentage of your child care costs you can claim back through the Child Care
Subsidy, check out the simple Family Childcare Subsidy Estimator at
https://www.education.gov.au/sites/education/files/chcare/est/index.html

We’re here to make Outside School Hours Care the best experience possible for your child.
To find out more about our program, view fees and to register visit www.campaustralia.com.au
We look forward to seeing you and your family soon.
From the Team at Camp Australia.

