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September

Wednesday 19th – Hazel Edwards visits WHPS – World Premier Performance of Hijab Girl
Wednesday 19th – Canteen Special Food Day
Friday 21st – Prep Inquiry Presentation Morning 9 – 9:30am
Friday 21st – Last Day of Term 1:30pm Early Finish
Friday 29th – Grand Final Public Holiday – Who will the two teams be????

October

Sunday 7th – Daylight Savings Starts
Monday 8th – 1st day back for Term 4
Welcome to the latest news from WHPS. It has been an extremely busy term and the recent weeks have been a
continuation of this. We are always trying to provide a breadth of curriculum and learning opportunities for all students.
We are well aware that this term has been extraordinarily busy. Whilst we value a diversity of opportunities we are also
mindful of not over crowding our calendar of events. On reflection, as we look ahead, we will ensure that we don’t
overcrowd the program.
A reminder that school will finish at 1.30pm on Friday 21st September – ASSEMBLY at 1.30pm!
Term 4 will commence on Monday 8th October.
Footy Finals
If your team is still alive in the finals…good luck! Speaking of luck, we wish all the students from WHPS all the very best
of luck in their Auskick involvement in tonight’s game at the MCG!
Prep – 2 Swimming
This program will be commencing in the second week back in term 4 and will run each Friday for 8 weeks. The first
session will be Friday 19th October. Session times and further details will be coming home shortly. There has already
been a compass notification sent home requiring parental permission.
Nude Food
A reminder of our school wide focus on ensuring our NUDE FOOD program. This requires all students to bring their lunch
and snacks to school without any wrappers. This is a wonderful way to promote sustainable and healthy practices.
Physical Education Day
On Wednesday 5th September all grades participated on a focused physical activity. This was a great way to promote a
healthy and active lifestyle. Physical education plays a significant role in developing our students. The physiological,
cognitive and psychological benefits are well researched and proven to have a hugely positive impact on development.
Respectful Relationships
“MIGHTY GIRLS” – ‘A Mighty Girl’ is a great online resource that you may like to subscribe to. The newsletter is full of
wonderful articles, stories and other resources based around inspirational women and girls.
https://www.amightygirl.com

Grants
As you will have seen in recent newsletters and on facebook posts, our school has been lucky enough to be the
successful recipient of some grant applications. The great news is that our new STEM coding resources have arrived
(Telstra Grant) and our new backboards have been ordered and are on their way! (Local Leader Newspaper Grant).
We are keen to continue trying our luck and applying for grants which allows us to purchase additional equipment and
resources for our students to use.
If you see or hear about any grants which you think might be suitable – please send them through to Mel Bradley (mum
of Zac and Tao) via our new grants email address: watsoniaheightsgrants@gmail.com
Mel is our grants officer and is responsible for finding and, when appropriate applying for the grants. So if you do find a
grant send it through to Mel who will review the eligibility and suitability for our school and will liaise with the teachers
about how we can tailor the application to suit our school’s needs.
It is also good to send through any grants you might come across even if the applications have closed. This allows us an
opportunity to find out about grants we may not be aware of and also with most grants being offered yearly, allows us
to plan our applications for the next round of offers.
Linkletter Feedback
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete our recent survey which allowed us to get your feedback about
what works and your suggestions for improvement for our newsletter. Tony and I have reviewed all the feedback with
the Grants and Engagement subcommittee and are committed to making the newsletter more user friendly and useful
to you all.
Starting in term 4 you will see some changes to our newsletter as a direct result of your feedback. These changes will
include an improved format to make it more readable, the important dates section being moved to the start of the
newsletter and we will have an eagle eye looking over all the content to ensure accuracy and consistency.
In addition to the feedback, several of you asked us a few questions about the newsletter and other elements of
communication. We thought it would be helpful to share these questions with you all well as sharing our responses
which you may find useful.
1. Can the Linkletter be sent directly to my email so I don’t have to open the Compass app to read it?
The Linkletter will continue to be distributed to our school community via Compass. If you have unique
circumstances which means you do not have access to Compass please come and speak to myself, Tony or Leah
and Bev in the office to make alternate arrangements.
2. Are previous editions of the Linkletter available for me to read?
Yes! All of the previous Linkletters are saved on our school
website (http://www.watsoniaheightsps.vic.edu.au/) and can be
easily located in the “quick links” section under newsletters.
3. How can I get in touch with the school to share my ideas?
We are always keen to receive feedback and suggestions
regarding our school. The best way to share your ideas with us is
to speak with or email your child’s classroom teacher, speak with
Bev or Leah in the office or email Tony or myself directly.
kent.michael.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
ryan.anthony.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

Success Teamwork Respect Individuality Visionary Effort!!!
Warmest regards,
Michael

Across the AP’s Desk
ThinkUKnow Presentation
There is no doubt that the development and access to technology is shaping our way of life more
than ever before and will continue to do so in the future. This societal change brings with it many
great opportunities and also a range of challenges and dangers.
As a school we recognise the positive impact access to technology can have on student learning.
We also understand that our students need guidance, active supervision, screen limits and support to use technology in
a safe and responsible manner. As part of this commitment, the school has arranged a ThinkUKnow presentation to
support parents and carers next Tuesday the 18th September in the School Library. The presentation will be from
6.00pm-7.30pm and will provide an opportunity for question time. ThinkUKnow Australia is a partnership between the
Australian Federal Police, Microsoft Australia, Datacom, Neighbourhood Watch and the Commonwealth Bank. Our
presenter on the night will be a Neighbourhood Watch volunteer Graham, whom is experienced in presenting this topic.
We also hope to have a member of the police force attend depending on their availability. The presentation covers
issues relating to the privacy of children and their safety online. It explores relationships with other users and online
reputation. It provides insight into the devices young people are using, popular websites, apps and social networking
sites they’re accessing, to assist parents to be aware of the dangers and educate their children on how to navigate safely
in the digital world.
I highly recommend parents and carers in our community take the opportunity to attend this session if you can make it.
Our thanks go to Miss Clarke for organising this event.
I came across an online reading recently on the parenting ideas website about 9
Digital Technology Guidelines for Parents. It is quite separate to the ThinkUKnow
presentation and not a substitute for the information covered there, but it may
supplement the presentation and give parents food for thought around establishing
positive technology habits in the home. I think that guideline 8 is particularly
important and is an issue we see present at school reasonably often. I recommend
parents and carers take the time to read and consider any positive adjustments that
might be made in the home around technology usage. Apologies for the ridiculously
long link below.
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/9-digital-technology-parentingguidelines/?utm_source=Blog+Subscribers&utm_campaign=aea01a715c-Happykids_04_09_2018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f488c60967-aea01a715c180383593&mc_cid=aea01a715c&mc_eid=f5d04e4fa6
Kids Teaching Kids Sustainability Conference
On Friday 7th September, Mr. Hannon took Ashley, Charlie, Tomas and Liam from 5/6 to a Kids Teaching Kids
Sustainability Conference at Edendale Farm. Our 4 students did an amazing job presenting to students from other
schools in our area and promoted the steps our school has taken to become more sustainable. As well as inspiring other
schools to follow our lead, students engaged in a range of other activities facilitated by students including yoga, hut
building, listening to talks and learning about aboriginal culture.

I hope everyone has a great weekend.
Tony

th

Tickets are now on sale for the WHPS Trivia Night – Saturday 27 October
Calling all Trivia buffs! Do you have what it takes to beat a table full of WHPS
Staff???
th
Join us on Saturday 27 October from 7 – 11pm in our GP Room for a fantasisc night that always
guarantees a few laughs.
This is our major fundrasing event for the year with a GIANT Silent Auction and a HUGE Wine raffle
also up for grabs.
All monies rasied will go towards our new playground space.
Tickets are $20 each You can purchase individual tickets and we’ll find you a great team OR you
can put together your own team of 10! Please note that this is a adults only event.

th

WHPS Car Boot Sale – Saturday 24 November on State Election Day

WHPS will be a Polling Venue for the upcoming State Election on 24th of
November and we have lots of great fundraising things planned for the day. We
will have a delicious sausage sizzle, bake stall, coffee cart (from 8am) and a car
boot sale to help raise funds for our new playground space.
Are you able to assist on the day anytime between 7am and 5pm or perhaps
bake some yummy treats for us to sell? Or do you know a company who could
donate resources to help us cover the costs for our plans and help us raise more
funds? Please contact the Community Links team with any assistance you can
offer. communitylinks.whps@gmail.com

Hello everyone,
Just a quick update on our last 2 wonderful weeks in the Library.
Great Book Swap
Thankyou to all families who supported our Great Book Swap to raise funds for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF).
In conjunction with the Jelly Bean jar guessing competition we raised $76, which will go towards buying extra resources
for children in remote communities. Congratulations to Bailey Rowe for winning 736 jelly beans with his guess of 742!
Enjoy!!
Roald Dahl Day
What a scrumdiddlyumptious day we had on Roald Dahl Day this Thursday 13th
September. Congratulations to Erica Leibowitz our best RoaldDahlian who blitzed us all
with her knowledge in the Roald Dahl trivia.

Watch this space
Excitement is building for our performances of Hijab Girl and our visit from the wonderful Hazel Edwards next week.
Watch this space and I can’t wait to tell you all about it in the Specialist Newsletter next Friday. Happy Reading!! 

Watsonia Heights P-2 Mini Olympics
On Tuesday our P-2 cohort participated in our annual Mini Olympics
Day.
The students took part in a number of activities including: Foxtail Throw,
Vortex Throw, Sprints, Shot Put, Egg and Spoon Race, Hurdles, Long
Jump, High Jump and Relays.
Our little athletes were guided around by our 5/6 leaders who showed
our great STRIVE school values as they helped out on the day.
Congratulations to Wattle House for being the overall winner with an
amazing 1,921 points!
2nd Place was Warahtah – 1,782 points
3rd Place was Boronia – 1,734 points
4th Place was Banksia – 1,615 points
Thankyou to all our staff and parents involved in the day who helped out
running activities, scoring and for the ongoing support throughout the
day.
This was greatly appreciated by all.
Amanda Macellari
Physical Education Teacher

A Glimpse of the Past in Prep
This term our preps have been exploring the concept of Change for our Inquiry Unit. Our Bundoora
Farm excursion gave us an authentic glimpse of the Olden Days. In order to gain an understanding
of how school has changed over time, our classrooms travelled back in time to experience what
school was like in the 1900’s. Our lovely teachers transformed into Miss Meanie, Mrs Grumpypants
and Miss Nastypasty to transport the students to the Olden Days and provide a snapshot of the
rules and expectations of the classroom. We worked in silence while practising our letter formation
with dictation, writing arithmetic sums and perfecting our spelling with chalk and rote chanting. The
children appreciated how hands on, interactive and fun our school is in the present, compared to the
past. Whilst they enjoyed the morning, it’s safe to say the children were very excited to cross the
threshold into the present and return to the fun school of today!

Our Waste Warrior Rockstars!
What a fantastic night! We are very proud of all the prep children who participated in the school
concert. They had been practising so hard and put on an excellent performance on the night. Our
Little Einstein’s danced their hearts out onstage and had an absolute ball. Some of the children are
already asking about next year’s concert! We had a slow start the morning after and enjoyed a
relaxing movie morning in Prep C’s classroom with lots of cushions and soft toys to cuddle.

Mathematics
This term the preps have very enthusiastically engaged in solving real life situations involving
addition, subtraction and sharing strategies. The students helped us to plan a PD session for the
teachers about Jolly Phonics. In teams they worked out how much food we would need for the
teachers’ lunch that we would be providing. This included working out how many sandwiches,
apples, bananas and cake we would need and sharing them evenly between the teachers. We
explored halves and quarters and some students even cut their sandwiches into eighths! Then the
students worked out how much money it would cost to buy all of the food. We extended this activity
into Writing in which the students proudly produced posters and wrote invitations for the teachers.

The students also helped to organise the Mini Olympics for Ms Massa by measuring and calculating
how much space would be required for each activity. Together, we mapped out how much space we
would need for shot-put, discus, long jump, javelin and the 25 meter sprint. They then produced a
map to fit all of the activities into the area, ensuring that their design was safe.

Prep to Grade 2 Mini-Olympics.
Everyone showed fantastic effort during the Mini-Olympics! The teamwork and encouragement from
all Prep-Grade 2 students was heartwarming. We loved seeing all of our Prep’s getting involved and
trying their best at every activity - they all showed great determination. Well done!
Writing
This term we have worked towards building the student’s confidence to sound out words and to
form and write sentences correctly. Each Thursday during Big Write, the students have written nonfiction and fiction pieces, independently. The students have quickly developed their resilience to use
their sound knowledge when making attempts to write unknown words and to add more information
to their writing. They are using wow words to make their writing more descriptive. We have
introduced the students to editing and they are re-reading their writing, to ensure they have used
capitals, full stops and that their sentences make sense.

5/ 6 Pioneer N ight
T his term our 5/ 6 students have been investigating the
concept of Change through our I nquiry unit. Our
students have focused their learning around the changes
brought in by people and events in Australia’s history
from the arrival of Captain Cook until Federation.
T his learning culminated in a wonderful event for our
5/ 6 students and their parents in our M useum in M otion/ Pioneer N ight. Each
student researched an important person in Australia’s history, dressed up and
took on their persona for the evening. Our guests were able to interact with and
ask questions of these pioneers from the past and also read a biography of the
pioneer’s life. Our students prepared many pieces of work for the evening,
including a diorama depicting an important event in Australia’s history, a
historical recount of the event, a portrait of their pioneer, question and answer
cards about their pioneer and a timeline that included both people and events in
Australia’s history.

Fox
(Abel Tasman)
Jacob
(Banjo Patterson)
Scarlett
(Dame Nellie Melba)

Jacob (James Cook), Heidi (Arthur Phillip), Cooper (William
Bligh) and Zeki (Lachlan Macquarie).

Eleanor (Emily Creaghe), Casey (Dame Nellie Melba),
Saoirse (Edith Cowan) and Jonathan (Banjo
Patterson)

Andrew (John Forrest) and Tenesha (John Deason).

Jordyn (Matthew Flinders)

Troy (Abel Tasman) and Finn (Joseph Banks)

WHPS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

For Week Ending 31st August 2018
Julias

PM

For making huge strides in his writing and focusing on working towards his writing goals. Super star!

April

PC

For using talking marks and a character voice in her narrative. You are amazing!

Emily

PG

Rory
Evie

1B

Lou

1/2B

For showing fabulous Leadership by learning our concert dance so well and leading the class in the performance.
Great Leadership Emily.
For using capital letters and full stops in your writing. Well done!
For pushing through her nerves at the concert and being such a superstar on stage! Amazing cartwheel Evie. I’m so
proud of you for being so brave.
For having confidence and a great attitude towards your learning. Keep up the great work!

Will

1/2HS For improving his listening during whole class learning time.

Grace

1/2C

For being a respectful and caring member of the class. Great work Grace!

Cailey

3/4D

For putting in 100% effort into her learning and being kind and understanding towards others.

Alice

3/4R

For showing the STRIVE values and for putting her best efforts into work and school.

Zac

3/4M For his excellent work using fractions, percentages and decimals to show the probability of different coloured
skittles being pulled from a packet.

Bianca

5R

Tomas

5/6E

Finn

For her excellent work habits, especially when investigating rules for divisibility in Maths. Well done Bianca!

For his thoughtful contributions when discussing the importance of a collaborative and respectful classroom
environment
5/6M Having a focussed and positive attitude towards your learning

WHPS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

For Week Ending 7th September 2018
Teacher of the Week

Kay

Kay is a helpful person who helps every kid in the school. I love reading and playing games with you.
Kay is the best!
For showing teamwork and determination at the Prep-2 Mini-Olympics this week. You were
blazing!
For putting in his best effort and writing a detailed big write about the ocean. You are amazing!

Mason

PM

Joshua

PC

Ben

PG

Tuna

1B

Noah

1/2B

Max

1/2H

Xander

1/2HS

For his excellent poetry writing. I am so impressed with how you write Limericks, Haiku and Acrostic
poems!
For his insightful entries in his readers journal and writing some fantastic poems during writing this
week
For his great Silent Sustained Reading. Well done Xander!!

Rhys

1/2C

For always trying his best! Awesome work Rhys.

Charlie

3/4D

James

3/4R

Abby

3/4M

For working towards his writing goals and writing an organised and easy to follow procedure. The
extra details you added made sure I could make delicious damper!
For consistently showing the STRIVE values. You are such a kind and considerate person and I love
having you in the class.
For always being a responsible and mature member of 3/4M. Keep up the great work Abby!

Jonathan

5R

For his effort in completing his historical recount about Batman’s Treaty.

Harold

5/6E

Erik
Ryder

5/6M

For his positive attitude and demonstrating our school value of Teamwork in all areas of school.
Keep it up!
Putting a HUGE amount of effort into preparing for our pioneer night.
ALWAYS being respectful, ALWAYS using excellent manners, and put a great effort into completing
your biography on Robert O’Hara Burke.

For always showing Respect to his teachers and classmates by listening and using your manners.
Great Leadership Ben!
For working really hard to write a fantastic limerick poem. Well done Tuna!

