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IMPORTANT DATES

OCTOBER

WED 16TH OCTOBER
REGIONAL ATHLETICS
WED 16TH TO FRI 18TH OCTOBER
GR 3/4 CAMP
WED 16TH OCTOBER
CHESS CLUB STARTS
THUR 17TH OCTOBER
GR 5/6 SMOOTHIE INCURSION
FRI 18TH OCT
PREP - 2 SWIMMING WEEK 1
SAT 19TH OCTOBER
WHPS TRIVIA NIGHT
7PM IN THE GP ROOM (ADULTS ONLY)
SOLD OUT!!!!!!
PLEASE EMAIL KATHRYNE IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO COME

61 HENRY STREET,
GREENSBOROUGH 3088
(03) 94354617
WWW.WATSONIAHEIGHTSPS.VIC.EDU.AU
EMAIL-WATSONIA.HEIGHTS.PS@EDUMAIL.VIC.GOV.AU

Tony Ryan- Assistant Principal
Welcome Back:
Welcome back to Term 4! Hopefully everyone is feeling rested and refreshed,
ready for a busy and exciting last term. It has been great this week catching up
with our students and staff and hearing about all the wonderful activities that
our families experienced over the holiday period.
We have hit the ground running this week with our 3/4 students enjoying both a
creative cartoon drawing incursion on Tuesday and an excursion to the
National Gallery of Victoria and the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art on
Wednesday. From all reports there were some great experiences had there
and it was a terrific way to become immersed in their inquiry unit this term on
creativity.
2020 changes
As we enter Term 4 the school will start the process of preparing for the
logistics of the 2020 school year. To assist us with our planning, we ask that
any families whom are leaving the area next year notify the school in writing of
any departing students. Similarly any requests from parents for special
considerations regarding grade placements for 2020, must be in writing to the
Principal. We ask that parents refrain from contacting classroom teachers
about these matters.
Curriculum Day:
A date to slip into the diary is our upcoming Curriculum day, which is the
Monday before the Melbourne Cup holiday on the 4th of November. Students
are not required at school on this day.
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TUE 22ND TO FRI 25TH OCTOBER
GR 5/6 CAMP
THUR 24TH OCTOBER
GR 3/4 INCURSION
FRI 25TH OCT
PREP BREAKFAST
FRI 25TH OCT
PREP - 2 SWIMMING WEEK 2
MON 28TH OCTOBER
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER
FRI 18TH OCT
PREP - 2 SWIMMING WEEK 3
MON 4TH NOV
SCHOOL CURRICULUM DAY
TUES 5TH NOV
MELBOURNE CUP HOLIDAY
WED 6TH NOV
PICTURE STORYBOOK COMP CLOSES
WED 6TH NOV
GR 5/6 EXCURSION
FRI 8TH NOV
PREP - 2 SWIMMING WEEK 2
FRI 8TH NOV
WHPS WORKING BEE
TUES 12TH NOV
GR 5/6 SCIENCE EXPO
WED 13TH NOV
GR 5/6 SCIENCE EXPO
WED 13TH NOV
PREP 2020 INFORMATION EVENING

OCTOBER 2019

Art Show:
We celebrated our inaugural WHPS Art Show on Monday and Tuesday this week. This was an opportunity to
showcase some of the amazing creative work and talent of our students across the school in the BER
building. The space was open before and after school on these days. It was great to see many of our
community visit the gallery and to hear so much positive feedback about how well our students art work was
celebrated. We thank our art teachers Ms Wagner and Mrs Cordwell for all their work in organising the show
and spending many hours over their holiday period to establish the temporary art gallery.
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Camps:
We also enter camping season! Our year 3/4 students and staff are excited as they prepare for their camp next
week between Wed-Fri at Philip Island. ‘The Island’ provides a wide range of exciting activities from adventure
activities to getting up close and personal with some cute penguins. I’m sure an amazing time will be had by all.
Our 5/6 students attend camp the following week the 22nd-25th of Oct. They are travelling to Coonawarra Farm
Resort Camp in East Gippsland. This is a new camp as part of our camping program and provides opportunities for
some different experiences such as horse riding in addition to traditional adventure activities. We wish all these
students and staff a great camping experience in the weeks ahead.
Our other year levels will also be enjoying their camping program experiences with our Prep Breakfast, Year 1
Dinner and Yr 2 Lady Northcote Camp all occurring this term.
Swimming:
Our Prep-Year 2 students are also excited about their upcoming intensive swimming program running this term.
These swimming days will be each Friday commencing on Oct 18th for 8 weeks. The swimming program provides
specialist instruction for the development of key water safety skills and promotes a love of swimming as a healthy
activity.
Family School Fees
Account statements were recently sent home. These accounts are extremely important to facilitate the effective
running of the school and to ensure your child doesn’t miss out on the many varied teaching and learning
opportunities that are provided through the school such as those outlined above. If you are experiencing any
difficulties in your payment plan please contact Michael to discuss, so that we can organise an appropriate plan.
Please be aware that if your account is in arrears of your payment plan, your child may be excluded from upcoming
events.
Corridor Capers
A reminder to parents to please refrain from entering the school buildings and corridors before and
after school. We try to keep these spaces free from congestion in the mornings and after school. It is appreciated
if parents wait outside the corridors until the class is dismissed. This allows teachers to continue our learning
programs throughout the duration of the school day and make every minute count. Any parents wishing to access a
teacher can do so outside of teaching time.
Trivia Night:
I am sure the game of Trivial Pursuit has been getting a good run in many family homes in recent times in the lead
up to the WHPS Trivia Night on Saturday the 19th of October. Thanks to our Community Links team for their work in
organising this event. As in previous years, I’m sure there will be lots of fun and friendly banter going around during
the night. Just a reminder to members of the staff table that eating a bag of Fan Tales during the lunch break at
school does not constitute viable training or research!
Slap on a Hat:
We entered the Sun Smart period in the last couple of weeks of Term 3 and all students are required to wear a Sun
Smart hat in the outdoors. Students without an appropriate hat will be required to stay in the designated shaded
area.
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Car Parking Reminder:
Just a reminder and request that the staff car parking area is strictly reserved for school staff unless permission has
been sought and granted by Mr Kent. The school understands that available parking can be quite limited in the area
immediately surrounding the school and that this can be a source of frustration for some members of the
community. Across the year we have had community reports involving cars trying to park in non-designated parking
areas in close proximity to pedestrians causing a major safety concern. What’s most important is that we maintain
the safety of our many students, families and other visitors that are moving around the school at both ends of the
school day. As the weather moves into milder months, we hope families will take up the healthy and enjoyable
option of parking a little further from the school and walking a short distance. This can be a great opportunity to
unpack the events of the day with your child as you stroll along and eases the traffic congestion and tension in the
immediate school area. Great for mindfulness!
Staffing Changes:
You may remember that at the end of last term we farewelled Mrs Chantelle Lanyon on maturity leave and
announced that Ms Shayley Holland would be replacing Chantelle in 2EL. This appointment left a vacancy in our
Science department. We are very pleased to announce that Sophia Ziajka has been appointed to this position for
Term 4, starting in week three, to teach the science classes previously taught by Ms Holland this year. Sophia
comes to us as an experienced science teacher, who has taught in a range of countries and contexts. We welcome
Ms Ziajka to WHPS and look forward to adding her knowledge, skillset and experience to our team.

At the end of last term we celebrated
kindness week with a range activities and
student led initiatives to build on our great
school culture. My table talk suggestion for
this week relates back to this initiative.
This week's Question:
Describe an act of kindness that someone
has done for you in the past that you really
appreciated.
Follow up Question: How did you or can
you “pay forward” this kindness for someone
else?
Regional Athletics:
Our congratulations go out to the following students who have made it through to the regional level of Athletics.
This is an amazing effort as this is one level below state and the region encompasses a large geographic area and
student population. The carnival will be held next Wednesday at the Meadowglen Athletics track in Epping. We
wish all the students the best of luck for their respective events.
Congratulations to Bianca Milallos, Lachie Galletly, Leo Hutchinson, Heidi Hull-Brown, Grace Galletly, Ryan
Commandeur, Jack McGrady, Dylan Abdallah and Casey Dunell.
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Working Bee:
One date to pop on the calendar is Friday the 8th November. On this evening our school will be running a Working
Bee between 4.00pm-6.00pm with a sausage sizzle to follow for the hungry workers! Our school is lucky to have a
community that lends its support to these sorts of initiatives to assist us in providing well maintained buildings and
grounds. As a result we are mindful of not over-scheduling Working Bees, with this being the only large scale
Working Bee of the year. In addition to positively contributing to the learning environment of your children, the
Working Bee is a great opportunity to meet other families and catch up with school friends. A lot of the activities will
involve touching up painted spaces around the school but there may be some other activities such as pruning
bushes or spreading mulch. If you are in a position to assist on this afternoon, can you please make contact with me
via email to assist us with the allocation of tasks and catering for the sausage sizzle.
ryan.anthony.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
Have a great weekend everyone,
Tony
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